Meeting Minutes

NCERA-197

Agricultural Safety and Health Research and Extension Coordinating Committee

USDA-NIFA Building, Washington, DC

May 6-7, 2010
Attendees (in room): Dennis Murphy – Chair (Penn State); Bob Aherin (Illinois); Connie Baggett (Penn State); Roberto Barbosa (LSU); Bill Field (Purdue); Scott Fraser (Farm and Ranch Safety and Health Association[FARSHA] of British Columbia); Marcel Hacault (Canadian Agricultural Safety Association); Dee Jepsen (Ohio State); Bruce Johnson (FARSHA); Marshall Martin (Purdue); Emily Morehouse (USDA-NIFA); John Myers (CDC-NIOSH); Larry Olsen (Michigan State); Michael Pate (Utah State); Mark Purschwitz (Kentucky); Glen Rains (Georgia); Brad Rein (USDA-NIFA); John Slocum (Kansas State); Aaron Yoder (Penn State). 

Attendees (via phone): Bobby Grisso (Virginia Tech); Carol Lehtola (Florida, 5/7 only)

Invited Guests (5/6 only): William Nelson (CHS Inc.); Betty Johnson (eXtension)

Administrative
The meeting commenced at approximately 1:00 p.m. EDT at the USDA-NIFA building in Washington, DC.  Following introductions, Chair Murphy passed out an agenda that was slightly revised from the one emailed earlier.  There were no further additions to the agenda.
Administrative Advisor Martin reported the committee was renewed for five more years starting October 1, 2010.  He said the designation would remain as NCERA-197.  He explained the nomenclature used by the four sets of regional committees, such as the North Central Region having NCERA, NC, NCCC, and NCAC committees.  The NCCC (coordinating committees) used to be information exchange committees; NCERA committees are not information exchange committees.

New officers were elected.  Aaron Yoder agreed to become committee chair immediately following this meeting (two-year term.)  Mark Purschwitz agreed to stay on as secretary for two more years.  
eXtension Discussion
William Nelson of the CHS (Central Harvest States) Foundation and Betty Johnson, USDA eXtension development officer living in Indiana, discussed eXtension and some other history.  Nelson discussed CHS and its historical work of supporting agricultural safety groups like Farm Safety 4 Just Kids and AgriSafe.  Johnson presented a PowerPoint and emphasized that social media is a big and growing area.  She said eXtension has a public side and an internal (CES) side.  eXtension started July 1, 2004; the first Community of Practice (CoP) started September 2006, and the national launch was February 2008.  eXtension has 12-13 staff, there are 27-28 CoPs, and another 25-30 CoPs in the pipeline.  There are two “hubs” of staff activity – North Carolina State as the IT and Engineering group, and Univ. of Kentucky has the content group.

There was a long discussion about eXtension.  Some of the points discussed are listed below.

To be involved in the internal side of a CoP, a person needs an eXtension ID, and anyone (regardless of affiliation) can apply.  However, only a few people in a CoP can actually make the decision to publish something on eXtension, and they would be the CoP Leadership Group, which is made up of actual Cooperative Extension personnel (not just university employees, but people with Extension appointments.)  All publications are peer-reviewed before publication.  The Leadership Group decides who answers questions (the “Ask an Expert” part of a CoP requires questions to be answered within 24 hours, including weekends and holidays.)
There was a long discussion about CoP website design and the inclusion of commercial participants, and whether that overshadowed or compromised neutrality.  Johnson indicated that issues like that, plus liability, intellectual property, and Promotion and Tenure issues had been discussed and addressed at the highest levels.  The main contact person for content issues would be Dr. Craig Wood at Univ. of Kentucky.

End of Year Report

Murphy said we need an end of year report, due 10/1/2010.  A six-page draft report dated 5/6/10 and entitled, “NSAES-422 Multi-State Research Activity Accomplishments Report” was handed out for review, and comments are due back to Dennis by September 1.
Next Project – Agricultural Confined Spaces
Bill Field handed out folders containing extensive and numerous background documents and sample literature on grain bin entrapments and confined spaces in general, along with a “2009 Summary of Grain Entrapments in the United States”, dated March 2010, and a 15-page draft white paper entitled, “Developing a Research and Extension Agenda for Agricultural Confined Spaces,” dated 5/6/10.  Attached to the report was a 10-page appendix from the US Dept. of Labor “elaws” OSHA Confined Spaces Advisor, which lists types of confined spaces and businesses with such spaces for all industries.  Field pointed out a number of sections on page 8 of the document that are blank and need to be filled in.

Field also referred to a new OSHA sweep auger standard that would drastically affect the way grain bins could be operated.  [Secretary’s note:  There is not a new sweep auger standard, but a new OSHA Standards Interpretation Letter dated 11/9/09, interpreting OSHA 1910.272 (which falls under Part 1910 Subpart R) in which it is stated that a worker cannot be inside a bin while an unguarded sweep auger is in operation.  This standard applies to commercial grain handling operations but does not apply to grain bins found on agricultural operations like farms, per 1928.21(b), which says “Except to the extent specified in paragraph (a) of this section, the standards contained in Subparts B through T and Subpart Z of part 1910 of this title do not apply to agricultural operations.”  1910.272 is not specified in 1928.21(a).]
Following a 15-minute break, discussion on confined spaces continued.  The need for standards was discussed, as was the need to focus on regulatory issues.  An informal survey was taken around the room to find out what attendees’ states and provinces were doing to deal with confined-space issues or what their level of interest was.  Among other programs discussed were the British Columbia training/certification program and the Penn State proposed x607standard with associated comprehensive educational program.  Following further discussion of the draft white paper, the committee adjourned for the day.

Resumption of Meeting on 5/7/10

The Committee resumed meeting at 8:00 a.m.  Carol Lehtola and Bobby Grisso were on the phone.  Discussion focused on the draft committee proposed work plan for the next five years (a two-page draft had been sent to committee members by email earlier this year, but at the meeting a more detailed five-page draft was handed out.) 

Objective 2 of the proposed work plan calls for a collaborative conference on agricultural confined spaces, and this was discussed and planned for the fall of 2011.  There did not seem to be much doubt that the grain bin industry would attend, but questions were raised about who would attend from the manure-handling and manure-pit industries, as well as the upright-silo industry.  It was concluded that such a conference would be a good place to show and discuss the draft white paper.  Bob Aherin is officially in charge of planning the conference, and suggestions on possible conference participants can be made to Aherin or Field.
Objective 5 of the proposed work plan calls for identification of the next high priority topic from the 2003 National Agenda for Action document to be addressed by the Committee.  It was decided that the topic would be small-scale farmers, including those called lifestyle farmers, new and beginning farmers etc.  The areas to be covered would be priorities 9, 11, and 12 from the Agenda for Action, which are 9. Capital and management vs. family labor intensive operations; 11. Agricultural safety education and training; and 12. Special populations and enterprises.  Michael Pate and Aaron Yoder agreed to take the lead on this topic.

Objective 6 of the proposed work plan calls for work to increase infrastructure support for agricultural safety and health within the land grant system.  ASHCA will try to influence future USDA RFAs, including by working with people on the 2012 farm bill.  Bob Aherin mentioned he was on the committee of an agricultural economics graduate student, Christina Miller, who was working in USDA-ERS (Economics Research Service) and the need for political support for what NCERA-197 was doing.  The committee agreed it was important to document all the things individual departments and universities are doing relative to NCERA-197 goals and objectives.
Agency Reports

Following a 15-minute break, the meeting resumed with agency and organization reports.

NIOSH

John Myers reported for NIOSH, saying that the next NORA Ag Sector meeting would be in August 2010.  He said another survey of 25,000 farm operators is planned for summer 2011, and any questions proposed to be included on the survey need to be submitted to him by July 2010.  

Myers reported a survey was just finished on child and adult farm injuries and included basic questions on prevalence of tractors without ROPS and ATV use.  It sampled 50,000 farms with a response rate of 65%, and 85% if they answered the phone.  Data will get to NIOSH in June.  NIOSH also has good time series data on asthma.

USDA-NIFA
Brad Rein said the NIFA name was official on 10/1/09, and the agency will focus on food productivity and sustainability; food safety and nutrition; bioenergy, climate change, and the environment; and families and children.

Regarding youth farm safety awards, Rein said there were six applicants, four awards (unrelated to each other), and no youth or AgrAbility applications from the 1890 schools.  He felt the youth program was difficult to justify and is looking at new funding opportunities in which to insert farm safety, such as for new and beginning farmers.  He said the AFRI sustainability bioenergy grants include safety and health.

ASHCA

Murphy reported for ASHCA and passed out a four-color printed report for 2009-2010.   He noted that ASHCA is a group of organizations, not individuals.  The next annual meeting will be in 2011 in conjunction with the AG CONNECT Expo that has been started and is being nurtured by AEM as a major international exhibition.
FARSHA

We were pleased to welcome our Canadian neighbors to NCERA-197.  Bruce Johnson reported for FARSHA, the Farm and Ranch Safety and Health Association of British Columbia.  He discussed the workers’ compensation program in BC, where employers earn a COR (Certificate of Recognition) and a 10% premium reduction if they implement certain safety and health programs, and an additional 5% reduction if they implement a back-to-work program.  FARSHA will be a certifying agency.  He also reported a new data collection system is in place by province.

CASA

Marcel Hacault reported for CASA, the Canadian Agricultural Safety Association, of which he is president.  He said CASA is helping set up groups in Alberta and Nova Scotia.  The next annual conference will be in Winnipeg.

Administrative Advisor

Administrative advisor Marshall Martin gave closing remarks and continued to express his enthusiasm for the work of this committee.  We appreciate his work as advisor.
Final Business

The next NCERA-197 conference call was set for Wednesday, September 8th, 2:00 Eastern, 1:00 Central time.  The call is scheduled for 90 minutes and will again be hosted by Bob Aherin and the University of Illinois system, which we appreciate.  Bob will try to reserve 15-20 lines.
The next NCERA-197 meeting was scheduled for May 17-18, 2011 (a Tuesday and Wednesday) at USDA-NIFA in Washington, DC.  Thanks were expressed to Brad Rein for again hosting this meeting. 

Bill Field indicated he would hold a small working meeting on the draft white paper at the upcoming NIFS annual meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Mark Purschwitz, secretary
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