DRAFT Conference Call Minutes

NCERA 197

Agricultural Safety and Health Research and Extension Coordinating Committee

September 10, 2009
On the call: Dennis Murphy – Chair (Penn State); Bob Aherin (Illinois); Connie Baggett (Penn State); Roberto Barbosa (LSU); Bill Field (Purdue); Bobby Grisso (Virginia Tech); Dee Jepsen (Ohio State); Carol Lehtola (Florida); John Myers (CDC-NIOSH); Mark Purschwitz (Kentucky); Brad Rein (USDA -CSREES); Chuck Schwab (Iowa State); Aaron Yoder (Penn State). 

Administrative
The call commenced at 2:00 p.m. EDT, via the Univ. of Illinois system (thanks to Bob Aherin).  Chair Murphy called the roll.  He had e-mailed a brief agenda in advance.  There were no additions to the agenda.
Discussion of the Draft SAES-422 Multi-State Research Activity Accomplishments Report
We decided to add various activities and outputs to the report, as follows:
· Add Lehtola's NASD training course, "Road Safety: Sharing the Road with Agricultural Equipment", to the outputs section.
· Murphy received a call from the ANSI Z-15.1 committee which is responsible for a standard on safe operation of motor vehicles.  The committee is gathering information on various issues including agricultural equipment, so Murphy sent information, referred them also to Scott Cedarquist at ASABE and Murray Madsen, University of Iowa.  This information will be added to the output section.
· The choice of the National Farm Safety and Health Week theme, "Rural Roadway Safety: Alert, Aware, Alive" will be added to the output section.

· The ASABE Agricultural Equipment Technology Conference (AETC) in Orlando January 11, 2010, would like a session on agricultural equipment on public roads.  Field said he is investigating having an AgrAbility exhibit there, and if he does, perhaps he could give a presentation.  He will look into it.  If it occurs, this would be added to the activity section of the report.
· The 2009 NIFS presentation by Aherin will be added to the activities section.

Discussion of the Draft 2010-2015 NCERA 197 Project Proposal
Murphy reported that the issues and justification are due September 15; at that point we will get a new temporary number (different than 197).  He will submit.

Objectives are due October 15, with the full proposal is due December 1.

Because of the number change, this becomes a new temporary committee, and all NCERA 197 committee members must re-sign up for this committee through their universities.  Myers mentioned that Marshall Martin, Administrative Advisor, would have to add him since he is outside the CSREES system.
The review process begins with the university department heads' meeting in January, so it is good to inform our department heads and ask them to support the new committee.  The overall review process will finish by next spring, presumbably March or April.

It was decided to focus on agricultural confined spaces for the four-year period.  There was discussion about whether to just write a white paper, or conduct additional activities; there was no formal decision, but the general sentiment seemed to be to do more than just a white paper.  Field said he and Aherin have discussed holding an event involving industry.  The need was expressed for more participation on the committee from industry and other university departments (e.g., for manure pits, someone from Animal Science or Dairy Science.)
Field said he has been collecting all Extension publications on confined spaces, and most of them are old.

Discussion of what to do during final year of NCERA 197
Rein suggested we try to reach someone in U.S. DOT (Dept. of Transportation).  We should also look at more impacts.

The PowerPoint presentations will be put on the NCERA 197 website for access by others.  Also, the proceedings of the conference held by the University of Iowa Great Plains Center for Agricultural Health this past spring have been prepared by Murray Madsen and Chip Petrea has made them available to NIFS members.

Next Meeting

The next face-to-face meeting of the committee will be held in spring 2010, hopefully at the USDA-CSREES building in Washington, DC, as before.  Rein said reserving conference rooms must be done well in advance.  Murphy will send out an email suggesting potential dates, probably in April.

The call ended at 3:00 p.m. EDT.
Respectfully submitted,
Mark Purschwitz, Secretary
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