Meeting Minutes

NCERA 197

Agricultural Safety and Health Research and Extension Coordinating Committee

November 20-21, 2008
CSREES Building -- Washington, DC
Attendees: Dennis Murphy – Chair (Penn State); Marshall Martin – Administrative Advisor (Purdue); Brad Rein (CSREES NPL); Emily Morehouse (CSREES NPL); Bobby Grisso (November 20 only) (Virginia Tech); Bill Field (Purdue); Dee Jepsen (Ohio State); John Myers (CDC-NIOSH); Larry Olsen (Michigan State); Mark Purschwitz (Kentucky); John Slocombe (Kansas State); Aaron Yoder (Penn State). Also Bob Aherin (Illinois) via phone, intermittently.

Administrative business

The meeting was called to order at 12:50 p.m. on November 20 by chair Dennis Murphy with a welcome and self-introductions by participants.  No additions were made to the agenda.
Marshall Martin complimented the group for its progress, especially noting the work of Chair Murphy in keeping the committee on task, and Brad Rein for his meeting support.  Martin said our NIMSS records are up to date.  He said the white paper was on target, and we now need to focus on the Extension/education part of our mission, including how we release the white paper.  He said we also need to be thinking about what topic we want to address next.

There was no discussion of the minutes of our September 8 conference call, which are posted on the NIMSS web site. (Secretary's note:  Appreciation is expressed to Aaron Yoder for taking those minutes due to the Secretary's expected absence.)
White Paper (draft dated November 10, 2008)
Murphy showed a preliminary table of contents he had drafted, and the group agreed with the concept.  Murphy will add numbered headings in the document to correspond to the table of contents.  The formal citation and name of the committee were discussed; Rein will check.

The latest changes were discussed as desired.  The first change discussed was the new paragraph added in lines 266-274.  Bill Field discussed potential problems with the legal definitions of tractors and wagons, based on court cases, and expressed the need to "not box ourselves in" and also to not use language that might hurt someone legally.  It was agreed to remove the last sentence of the new paragraph (see lines 272-274).  Murphy will reword the sentence in lines 270-272, with a suggestion from John Myers.
The following decisions/changes were made and agreed to by the committee (listed here in order of discussion):

Line 378:  The word "agricultural" was added to make the sentence read, "… self-propelled agricultural machines…"

Lines 266-274:  This paragraph will be footnoted with official ASABE and SAE standards definitions.

Line 464: The word "with" was added to make the sentence read, "…that farms with older farm vehicle…"
Line 829:  Changed to, "Historically, ASAE standards were published the year following…"

Line 827:  Changed the word "normalized" to "established".

Lines 840-841:  Changed to read, "The SMV emblem was significantly improved when the standard was revised in …"

Lines 955-956:  Dee Jepsen will work with Murphy to wordsmith this, to better explain the law.
Lines 1395-1418:  Discussion about seat terminology, such as "operator seat", "instructional seat", "buddy seat", etc.  Murphy will make the terms consistent in the document and just call it "second seat."

Page 10, Table 1:  Discussion about citations footnoted in table, and the fact that these are shown just as reported by Costello.  It was agreed to leave as is, except Murphy will try to find the missing citations in the table.
Lines 1237-1239:  Bobby Grisso supplied new factual numerical information.
Lines 1252-1254:  Discussion of wording; one suggestion was to put a period after the word "braking" in line 1252 and remove the rest of that sentence.  Grisso will wordsmith these sentences.

Lines 1260-1263:  Grisso questioned the need for these sentences (beginning with "To increase the capability…" and may eliminate them.

Line 583:  Removed the word "licensed" since buggies may not all be licensed.

Lines 640-645:  Jepsen will add the ASABE standard number, maybe wordsmith that section.

Lines 210-238:  Needs wordsmithing for consistent style, verb placement, etc.

Page 19, Table 2:  Discussion about footnotes in table.  Agreed to leave as is, except Murphy will try to find missing footnotes and add clarification.

Lines 483, 552-553, 660, 1367:  Field expressed concerns about vague language, such as the words "Anecdotal evidence" in line 552, and these were discussed. Murphy will examine and wordsmith as needed.
Various miscellaneous typos were brought up, and noted by Murphy.  Example:  In line 578, the word "providence" should be "province."
Discussion of "Modified Suggestions in Order of Ranking"

Following a brief break, the group discussed the document prepared by Murphy, where he took the priority rankings of recommended needs that came from the NIFS workshop and condensed them, moved them into similar groups, etc.
It was agreed that these priorities would be included in the paper's executive summary.

Martin asked if each recommendation should be targeted.  Aherin suggested that we include a separate recommendation that a meeting be held that brings key organizations and agencies, at different levels, together to release the report.  Following discussion, it was agreed that this would be part of the marketing/dissemination discussion later in this meeting.

Field suggested that within the first research recommendation, involving data collection to describe the characteristics of crashes, data on drug and alcohol use, or substance abuse, be added.  He said we know little if anything about this, with respect to crashes involving farm equipment.

In the second policy recommendation, it was agreed to remove the words "Allowances for" in line "d", so that line begins with "Animal-drawn buggies…"

In the fifth policy recommendation, it was agreed to reword the sentence to read, "Encourage stricter enforcement by local and state police of SMV emblem misuse."

Murphy was congratulated for his excellent work in making these consolidations.  He said that anyone who has a marked up copy of the white paper or these recommendations needs to give it to him before leaving.

White Paper Distribution Plans, Timelines, etc.

Because the meeting was running ahead of schedule, it was agreed to discuss this agenda item now instead of waiting until Friday.

The following decisions were made:
A photo will be added to the cover sheet or even multiple photos.  Murphy requested that people look for and send him recommended photos within the next two weeks.

The entire document will not be printed, but will be posted on a website and electronically distributed.  Examples of possible distribution included having a link to the document on the CSREES website and a link on the NIOSH Agricultural Health and Safety website.

All committee members will be listed, and it will say that the document was developed by the committee.  There was some discussion about who was really active on the committee; Martin reminded the group that only the universities can add or remove representatives, and he could not remove the names of those who have not participated.

A preface will be included.  Martin commented on what would be appropriate for a preface.  The group agreed to that Murray Madsen, NIFS, and the ASABE Tractor Committee would each be acknowledged for their contributions.

Chair Murphy will send out the document one last time, for the committee to examine changes.  He will try to get it out before Christmas.

The following additional marketing ideas were discussed:

Aherin reported that the University of Iowa, with NIOSH funding, will be holding a two-day workshop next spring on operating agricultural equipment on public roads.  People from neighboring states to Iowa will be invited, but the meeting will be open to all.  This could be an opportunity to market this document.
Field said we need news releases sent to key magazines, not just farm magazines, to get articles printed that will direct people to the document on the website.  He gave "Rural Transportation" magazine as an example.  Rein and Morehouse will check with CSREES in-house staff about writing news releases.

Aherin will write and present a paper at the NIFS meeting in New Orleans, and will be submitting an abstract.  Grisso will check with Gary Roberson at NC State, who chairs the ASABE ESH (Ergonomics, Safety, and Health) program committee, to see if any paper slots are still available for the ASABE meeting this summer in Reno, since the submission deadline is past.

Murphy requested that people send him any information they have about appropriate electronic mailings lists.  Examples given were NIFS, NIOSH-NORA, the NIOSH Ag Centers, the ASABE tractor committee, NSC Transportation Division (the agricultural division no longer exists), NHTSA, National Women's Highway Safety Committee, etc.

Jepsen will have a staff member draft a PowerPoint presentation so that we have a common basic PowerPoint presentation to use, with tweaking for particular audiences and presentations.

The meeting adjourned for the day at 4:40 pm.

The meeting resumed at 8:05 a.m. on Friday, November 21.  Same attendance minus Bobby Grisso.  Aherin again attended via phone, intermittently, due to his attendance at a conference in Iowa.
Martin said the deadline for the committee's five-year renewal document was December 1, 2009, so we have an entire year to prepare.  Writing instructions are found on NIMSS.  Following submission it goes through a review process.
Discussion of Next Topic for Committee Work
Field made the case for worker safety in agriculture, particularly agricultural confined spaces, such as grain storages, silos, manure storages, and controlled atmosphere storages.  He suggested a white paper and/or a conference, and said that he would be willing to take the lead on the effort.  Aherin said he would serve as co-chair.  Field said this would draw additional people into this committee's work, such as Al Heber at Purdue and Dirk Maier at Kansas State.  Mark Purschwitz agreed to assist.
Field said that livestock handling safety was also an important topic and would be willing to take the lead on it, should it be chosen.  Purschwitz agreed to assist.

Murphy reported that Chuck Schwab sent in his recommendations, with the top one being agricultural safety education and training, and the second one being agricultural confined spaces.

These suggestions were discussed at length.  Field reported that he will be attending a meeting with the grain bin manufacturers in St. Louis on March 4, 2009, to work on a grain storage safety standard, and said that these manufacturers should be involved in work we would do on confined spaces.

Larry Olsen said the next five-year plan of work should include the use and outcomes of our "Operating Agricultural Equipment on Public Roads" white paper.

Martin said the next five-year renewal should be written as a "continuing process", which would greatly simplify things administratively.

The topic of "eXtension" was discussed.  It was agreed that eXtension would be mentioned in our renewal.

The date and time of our next conference call was set for Wednesday, April 8, 2009, starting at 2:00 p.m. Eastern Time, 1:00 Central.
Reports

NIOSH: John Myers

Myers said NIOSH is operating on a continuing budget resolution, will be hit with a 12% budget rescission on their discretionary funds, which are mostly internal funds.  NIOSH does not expect the budget to improve in FY10.

The Agricultural Sector Plan is being finalized and expected to be on the NIOSH website on December 1st.

He discussed his work with NASS and what data were available.

He indicated he is not sure when or how the National Agricultural Tractor Safety Initiative will be funded.

The NIOSH Agricultural Sector Council is scheduled to meet in late January and again in the summer of 2009.  In late August, in Cincinnati, Agricultural Sector Director George Conway will be convening a meeting on all NIOSH-funded internal and external work on agricultural safety and health.

USDA-CSREES:  Brad Rein

Rein said USDA is also operating on a continuing budget resolution, at least through March 6, when the new Congress convenes, but they may or may not get a new budget for FY09.
He said there will be an RFA out next spring on youth farm safety education, with approximately $440,000 available.  They need to decide if they want to issue an RFA annually or fund continuations of existing projects.

Congress has mandated that USDA develop a plan with the US Dept. of Labor to address youth injuries in agriculture.  USDA will be formalizing the Youth Farm Safety Education Program (YFSEP).  This summer USDOL will put out for public comment (Federal Register) draft rules on youth work in agricultural jobs.

Regarding AgrAbility, he said an RFA for state projects will be out December 8, with proposals due January 23 or 24, but this may depend on whether or not they get a budget rescission.  There are five or six state projects ending.  He said multistate projects are allowed.
He reported that under the latest Farm Bill, USDA will be undergoing a reorganization.  By the end of FY09 (Sept. 30, 2009), CSREES will be known as the National Institute for Food and Agriculture.  One new position will be a "Chief Scientist".  It will have six divisions in the following topic areas: Renewable and biomass energy; Food safety nutrition and health; Plant health, production, and products; Animal health, production, and products; Agricultural systems and technology; and Agricultural economics and rural communities.

He said that the National Research Initiative will become the Agriculture and Food Initiative, with $700 million authorized (not allocated).  The Initiative will have mandated breakdowns for percentages of basic research, applied research, cross-discipline research, etc.

The Farm Bill has a number of mandated spending programs.  For example, there will be a Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Program, with $18 million allocated for FY09 and $19 million for FY10.  There was a stakeholders meeting at the end of this past October, and Marsha Purcell of American Farm Bureau Federation spoke at that meeting to push for farm safety to be included.  There will be an RFA coming out, although Rein was not sure of the timeline, and said people should watch the CSREES website.  Murphy pointed out that these grants will require 20% matching funds.
Agricultural Safety and Health Council of America (ASHCA):  Murphy
Murphy said that when Purcell spoke at the USDA Beginning Farmers and Ranchers stakeholders meeting, it was on behalf of ASHCA.  The first annual meeting of ASHCA will be held in Washington, DC, on January 20, 2009.  Anyone can attend; the registration fee is $50.  Because of this meeting date, the NIOSH NORA meeting will be held in conjunction with it, on January 27-28.
Final Comments and Wrapup

Martin thanked the group and said he had no more to add.  There was a discussion about the committee member list and how it evolved from the beginning of the predecessor committee.  Martin will check with Experiment Station Directors about removing inactive members (for example, Eric Hallman, who is no longer with Cornell.)
The meeting adjourned at approximately 11:00 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Mark Purschwitz, secretary
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