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Brief summary of minutes of annual meeting: 
· Welcome, introductions, review of last year’s minutes and current agenda.
· Set future meeting date and time relative to the North Central Extension Industry Soil Fertility Conference (NCEISFC) - the morning of the first day of the NCEISFC.
· Discussed the compendium housing arrangements and fee structure to cover costs.
· We identified and updated NCERA 103 participants on websites and mail lists.
· Reviewed the NCERA 103 and NIMSS Websites for accuracy.
· Discussed how to increase the traffic to NCERA 103 website.
· We can post individual state’s newsletters and extension webpages to NCERA 103 site but need to decide on procedure. 
· Include webcasts and podcasts to the website.
· We need to be more active in updating the website with applicable material to keep the website current.
· Discussed what kind of activities we need to complete as a group for the next cycle.  Take advantage as opportunities present themselves.
· Will need to renew the committee before the meeting next year.
· State intent to renew the committee (9/15/26 or earlier)
· Issues and justification and objectives due as final in NIMSS (10/15/26)
· Full proposal due (12/1/26)

Status of Committee Objectives and Activities: The NCERA 103 Committee continues to focus on testing and compiling data regarding products that meet the description related to “Specialized Soil Amendments and Products, Growth Stimulants and Soil Fertility Management Programs”. The meeting was held the morning of the first day of the North Central Extension-Industry Soil Fertility Conference, November 19, 2025. The committee agreed to continue holding the meeting prior to the North Central Soil Fertility Conference moving forward. This meeting time favors travel for most participants. Many of the findings reported in the compendium resulted from interested parties seeking information on a particular product or practices, despite limited funding sources available to conduct this research. The lack of funding opportunities for this type of research further makes the work of this committee more important. Research findings are posted on the NCERA 103 website once the criterion for inclusion is met. We discussed that we aren’t a research committee rather an extension committee. We are not expected to conduct large-scale research projects but collaborate with committee members by information sharing. The information gathered from this meeting and similar meetings are shared between us and our respective clientele. We also discussed developing a shared file describing current work. This file will be circulated so the committee members (and others they work with) are aware of areas in which others are working to enhance collaborative opportunities of the group. 
Website: The NCERA 103 Committee has a website hosted by PAQ International. Initially, participants contributed to cover the cost associated with the website move and redevelopment from Iowa State to the PAQ International server in the 2022 – 2023 cycle. No funds were collected in the 2023 – 2024 cycle for website maintenance and methods to support the website were discussed. The group agreed that a separate registration fee be added to the North Central Conference registration. We agreed to charge the official representative for each state. The amount charged can be adjusted annually, if necessary, to align with charges due for the website. States were charged $120 this year to cover this year and last year’s dues. The 2026-2027 charges should be closer to $55 each for each participant. Excess/deficit funds will be addressed the following cycle. The website statistics from November 2025 indicated 702 active users with 672 new users. People accessing the site were from USA, China, Singapore, Canada, and Germany.
Committee Member Updates:
2025-2026 Chair Kentucky, Secretary Michigan
2026-2027 Chair Michigan, Secretary Minnesota
Dan Quinn from Indiana (Purdue University) is being replaced by Megan Bourns. 
Others requesting being posted on NCERA 103 webpage. Giovani Fontes (Illinois), Javed Iqbal (Nebraska), Ricardo Ribeiro (Kentucky), and Gurbir Singh (Missouri).

Accomplishments: 
A main accomplishment is that this committee continues to meet and discuss research findings and methods to understand and provide our respective clientele with the most current knowledge related to non-traditional products and practices associated with our various states and regions. A lot of information is shared between states every year at this meeting which helps to keep the respective members aware of the different products and practices being promoted. This available information is shared with our producers, extension agents and others in the agricultural community. The NCERA 103 committee supports the website (https://ncera103.org) as it is still a valuable resource to us and our stakeholders. The website is easier to find and use than in the past and simple to pass along to others seeking potential product information. I regularly share website information with extension agents and others seeking information regarding non-traditional or specialized products and practices. I email the NCERA 103 website each year to the extension listserves and show them how to use (with example). We developed a shared folder between the universities represented in the NCERA 103 Committee that lists individual research projects. Large multi-state research projects are nice, but it is much easier and more likely to have smaller groups working together on these projects. The shared folder will keep the group informed of upcoming research trials and potential collaboration between universities. We also discussed and determined ways to improve traffic to the website by linking state specific websites and newsletters to the NCERA 103 site. It was agreed that linking individual university websites and newsletters will benefit website traffic.The improved traffic to the NCERA 103 website will aid in information dissemination to the clientele. Individual accomplishments for this committee always consist of multiple extension-related presentations, programs and discussions related to the focus of this group - Specialized Soil Amendments and Products, Growth Stimulants, and Soil Fertility Management Programs. Multiple different products are tested by this committee in one of the categories mentioned above along with more traditional soil fertility products and practices. Some specific examples of committee research include various fertilizer rates, additives, sources, timing and placement, sulfur fertility response trials and interactions with other nutrient applications, heavy metal uptake in field cropping systems, biologicals, soil amendments, and micronutrients. The regular scholarly means for information dissemination include extension presentations, field days, printed and online extension and research publications, television, radio, podcasts, YouTube, newsletters, and many listserves. All these presentations, field days, industry meetings, etc. are examples of how we share the findings that support the goals of the NCERA 103 committee. 
Impact Statement
This committee continues to evaluate specialized soil amendments and products, growth stimulants and soil fertility management programs and non-traditional products prevalent in the agricultural community. The huge influx of these products can simply overwhelm a research program trying to keep up with effectiveness and value of such products. A strong and active group of researchers allows the entire region to benefit and share from the knowledge of one state with another. The website has been updated. It is actively used and referenced, and this will continue in the future. The shared file of university projects should improve future collaborative efforts. The annual meeting is a convenient way to keep all involved and share information as it becomes available. This meeting agrees well with the collaborative nature of extension and meeting grower/producer demands.
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