NCERA 197

Agricultural Safety and Health Research and Extension Coordinating Committee 

April 11-12, 2007, Indianapolis, IN

Meeting Minutes
Attendees: Dennis Murphy – chairperson (Penn State), Marshall Martin – Administrative Advisor (Purdue), Larry Olsen – secretary (Mich State), Bradley Rein (CSREES NPL),

Bob Aherin (Univ Ill), Connie Baggett (Penn State), Bob Grisso (VPI), Dee Jepsen (Ohio State), John Myers (CDC-NIOSH), Charles Schwab (Iowa State), John Slocombe (Kansas State)
The meeting was called to order at 1 pm by chair Dennis Murphy with a welcome and participants introduced themselves. 

New business: The first item of business was to elect a secretary. Larry Olsen was elected to serve for one or two years. 
Administrative Advisor Update: Marshall Martin gave a three point update as Administrative Advisor.
1). He thanked the planning committee who convened this annual meeting, and thanked those who committed their time to attend.

2). He reminded us that the Minutes of this meeting need to be posted on NIMMS within 60 days following this meeting. Also the chair/secretary needs to submit the SAES-422 Report of Accomplishments. He would like Dennis and Larry to prepare the SAES-422 report. He also said we need to be sure our members are listed in Appendix E on NIMMS for communication and travel authorization requirements. We should remove the inactive members. 
3). While NCERA197 is authorized until September 30, 2010, this year the project will undergo a mid-term review by the North Central Directors. Hence, it is important to have all Minutes and the SAES-422 complete in NIMSS so that there is adequate documentation of our activities, publications, and accomplishments.  Marshall must write an Administrative Advisor’s report about this project by December 1. Our project is then referred for comments to the Ag Eng Dept Heads (NCAC-16). They will review what we put in NIMMS and post their recommendation in NIMMS. In January 2008 the NC Multi-State Research Committee will review these reports and make their recommendation to the North Central Agricultural Experiment Station Directors at their March 2008 meeting. They have the authority to terminate a project that is not making suitable progress. Things to include or focus on in our report are: milestones of accomplishments, impacts made on key stakeholders, regional or national importance of this committee, interdisciplinary members, and plan of work and timelines. For discussion, he asked if this group plans on taking back to their state ideas from this meeting to implement in their state or to develop regional and national programs to be shared across state lines. We agreed we are a regional committee and need to develop materials, programs and issues on regional or national priorities. 
He suggested we indicate how our book “National Land Grant Research and Extension Agenda for Agricultural Safety and Health, 2003” is being used to help other groups to shape their agendas and priorities in the area of farm and rural safety and health.

Action Plan Team Responses: Dennis Murphy provided two handouts that were developed at the May 10, 2006 meeting. The first listed the 12 Priority Action Items and for the top five items the chairs and committee members. The second was the Action Plan Template with action steps and timelines to accomplish them. The Agricultural Safety Education and Training chair was changed to Chuck Schwab and Connie Baggett agreed to serve on that team as well.  
Survey Responses:  Dee Jepsen and her committee of Dennis Murphy and John Myers  developed and circulated to all state Extension programs in the US a survey related to the priority and activities in each state related to the ‘National Land Grant Research and Extension Agenda for Agricultural Safety and Health”. The survey was to identify people working in any of the 12 priority areas and the research, outreach and funding of these programs.  Twenty eight of the 50 states reported. She gave a PowerPoint summary of the results which helped us to focus on our future work by identifying experts in the states for us to contact.
NIOSH NORA: Dennis reviewed the handouts ‘Charge to the NORA Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing Sector Council’ on January 8, 2006 and highlights of the February 22, 2007 meeting. This council helps shape the next NORA national priorities. John Myer discussed the shift in the emphasis in NIOSH from research to taking the research into the field to reduce injury and illness. In the future, NORA needs to emphasize impacts.  The Ag Sector is starting its new 10 year cycle now, so we have a chance to have our priorities considered for their prioritization. 
Feasibility Study for a U.S. Coalition for Agriculture Safety: Dennis reported he and Barb Lee are working with a group to study the feasibility of establishing a new coalition. Draft documents have been created to determine the goals and how this group will function. The concept is to have a private or NGO manage it and not let it be in the University system. The Farm Foundation has funded a proposal for the feasibility phase. It is being modeled after the Australian and Canadian coalitions. They have been successful in reducing injuries and fatalities. Two of the big issues are surveillance and policy. 
Discussion Session on Action Plans: Discussions were held the reminder of the meeting concerning these questions:

1). Is this Action Plan workable?

2). Does it need revising?

3). How do teams keep it updated?

4). Confirm chairs and team members.

5). What is our plan for facilitating work of the teams? 
After much discussion, we decided to develop a major white paper related to ‘Agricultural Equipment on Public Roads’. This topic fits well in the new NORA priorities that are being developed and especially well with the new Farm Bill with its emphasis on bio-energy and the resulting additional traffic this will create. The paper needs to include at least the following:

· Introduction

· Problem statement - provide a purpose and setting for the issue (why it is important to address now or in the future, relevance, emerging issues, projection of future problem if not corrected, hazards and risks, who should be concerned, what populations it effects, changing environment, what is the driver or change agent to make this a problem now, biofuel economy driver, rural/urban interface, changing structure of farms)
· Literature review – (state what research and outreach is going on in the area, number of injures and crashes, what standards exist national and state, what has been done to address the issue) 
· Identify the key issues and actions that need to be addressed:



research questions



outreach priorities



policy legislation and standards development, Federal, State, local 

· Provide recommendations for future action – who can make a difference and how 
The process to prepare the document should be:

· identify the experts, assign a chair person,
· have them develop an outline,

· assign a few people to write each section,

· provide sections to a single editor who is the chair of the committee,

· share with the larger committee,

· present the paper at a major conference and have a discussion on each section, 
(We could apply for a conference grant from CDC or CSREES to help bring 
together the experts to present the draft chapters and have a discussion on how to 
improve them.) 

· finalize it and turn it loose on the streets.

We identified these seven issues to have as chapters in the white paper:

1.  Transportation environment – load limits, road deterioration, slow moving vehicles on rural roads, railroad crossings, school bus stops, accidents due to these conflicts.

2.  Horse drawn vehicles.

3.  High speed tractors – equipment that is being pulled above legal limits with poor tires, no brakes, no anti-swap hitches.

4.  Lighting and marking of pulled equipment. 
5.  Licensing of drivers - lack of CDL licenses for drivers of farm vehicles and their lack of training.

6.  Transportation of workers – i.e., Amish workers in chairs in the back of trailers with no restraints anywhere. 

7.  Rural/urban interface. 

The purpose statement for each of these 7 areas could be: to establish research and outreach programmatic direction and priorities to promote action in reducing the occupational safety and health hazards and risks related to agricultural equipment on public roads. 

Dee Jepsen agreed to look over the survey results and use CRIS reports to identify specialists who can write parts of the paper or review them once written. Committee chairs and members were chosen.  The chairs should contact other committee members and solicit their cooperation.
	Chapters
	Chairperson
	Members

	Transportation
	John Slocombe
	

	Horse drawn vehicles
	Dennis Murphy
	

	High speed tractors
	Bob Grisso
	

	Lighting and signage
	Bob Aherin
	

	Licensing of drivers
	Connie Baggett
	

	Transportation of workers
	John Myer
	

	Rural/urban interface
	Chuck Schwab
	


Bob Aherin of University of Illinois reported that a study recently completed there shows that farmers will likely transport bio-energy feed stock to pre-processing plants for about 2 ½ miles in slow moving vehicles. Then about 30 semi-trucks per day will transport the pre-processed material to a large generation plant. The result will be additional slow moving and heavy truck traffic on local roads and the deterioration of county roads.

Audiences: Our hope is that this white paper will help set the research and extension/outreach priorities of USDA, NIOSH, USDOT, law enforcement, state DOTs, state agriculture departments, county government, farm equipment manufacturers, standard setting organizations, etc. Our report should be distributed to all these agencies and groups. 
Dennis will send out an e-mail with the white paper topic to the Ag Center and Rural Sociology list-serves announcing the chair person of each of the 7 chapters. He will ask for volunteers to help the committee write the issue paper, and have them contact each chair they are willing to help. Each chair is responsible to find his own writing committee. 

Timelines for further action:

May 15 -- minutes of this meeting posted on NIMMS (Minutes and SAES-422),

May 30 -- volunteers identified for each team,

Sept 24 -- complete literature review and bibliography for each chapter; send out 1st drafts to review prior to Sept 27th conference call,

Sept 27 -- 3 pm EST; 2 pm CST - conference call for members to discuss each chapter. After revisions, send out to entire chapter committee for review and re-writing. Also discuss progress on Sensors white paper, other topics as determined.
Dec 14 -- send out 2nd draft white paper,

Dec 18 -- second conference call, 10 am EST, identify external reviewers, 
Jan 31 -- After review and revisions by NCERA members, send out 3rd draft to public for review and comments,
Feb 29 -- response needed,

March 31 -- final rewrite (4th draft),

April 24-25 -- face to face meeting in Washington DC – Brad to get room. Write a common introduction, identify overlap, rewrite as needed (5th draft). 

Presentation of full paper: options

NIFS in Lancaster, PA. General Session, June 22-26, 2008.
ASABE, Providence Rhode Island, June 29-July 1, 2008

This final document will serve as a template to develop fuller issue papers for the 11 other priority areas. The next issue to develop a similar National Action Plan will be for ‘Sensors and Guarding Systems’. Bob Aherin can start getting a group together to discuss this issue. ASABE is dealing with this issue now. Bob can identify the experts and authors at their meeting. Hopefully, Bob can send out a paragraph on the general issue and start to set the priorities for research and outreach.  

CSREES Update:  Brad gave a PowerPoint presentation on Agricultural Safety and the Bio-economy. We all know we are vulnerable to foreign oil supply and need to develop a plan to become more independent of it. The immediate solution is to enhance our ethanol production capacity. This will result in big changes in rural transportation and potential rural accidents. His presentation provided considerable information and justification for the white paper.

Shared Faculty Position:  Dennis provided a handout on his duties and activities as the 10% shared Faculty position with CSREES to provide leadership for developing awareness, refinement and multi-organizational support for the National Research and Extension Agenda for Agricultural Safety and Health. This is the last year of funding for the position.

Adjourned noon

Respectfully submitted: 
Larry G. Olsen, Secretary 
