WERA 2025 Minutes
Western Regional Committee Meeting (WERA027)
Tuesday, February 11, 2025
Best Western Pasco, WA

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chair: Shannon Kuhl 
Secretary: Roy Navarre
Call to order ~ 1:00 p.m. by Shannon Kuhl

Following the Tristate meeting, lunch was provided by the WSPC and arranged by Raina Spence, after which the WERA meeting began at 1:00pm.
· Introductions: in room and online attendees introduced themselves. Email list at the end of this document.
· Approval of Agenda
Motion to approve by Sagar Sathuvalli, seconded by Jonathan Whitworth
· Approval of minutes from the 2024 committee meeting
Motion to approve by Brian Charlton, seconded by Jonathan Whitworth.
· State Reports:
California:
 Caroline Grey (online) filled in for Rob Wilson and presented the California report. A variety trial will be conducted in Bakersfield. Tulelake is expected to have full water in 2025, which will help the program. Three trials were conducted at Tulelake. The late russet variety trial included 21 entries. The red/specialty trial included a total of 14 entries. The chipping trials had 9 entries. Details are in the three reports Rob Wilson emailed, including a black dot study, to those on the mailing list.

Colorado Report by Caroline Grey (online)
Full report was emailed and is available at https://www.potatoslvrc.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2024-Colorado-Potato-Breeding-and-Selection-Report_CG.pdf
· The CSU breeding position is vacant since December 2023 and Dr. Grey is leading the program in the absence of a breeder. 
· An open house in December 2024 was attended by over 40 people.
· Breeding program had 56 parents in two crossing blocks. PVY resistance was the major focus of both crossing blocks, one crossing block of russets, reds and chippers and the other or red and specialty potatoes.	
· Numerous trials were planted in 2024. 84,000 single hills were planted representing 603 families of which 592 were selected for subsequent evaluation. 
· 9 selections were advanced out of the 14 evaluated. Horizon Russet and Crystal Russet were released by the program in 2024.

Texas report presented by Isabel Vales
Full report is available at https://potato.tamu.edu/reports/
· 80 parents were used in the 2022-23 crossing blocks generating 198 families and 355,000 true seed. 
· Single hill: 63,000 seedling tubers were produced in College Station and Lubbock greenhouses. Seed was from crosses made in College Station. Texas sent second and third-size seedling tubers to Idaho (4,541), Colorado (4,203), North Dakota (5,419), and Minnesota (6,491) Dalhart was planted May 2nd-4th and harvested September 24-30th. Springlake was planted March 27-29th and harvested July 8th-15th.
· Out of 438 second-year clones, 35 were selected for additional evaluation (7.9%). 
· The Texas program entered one selection (AORTX09037-5W/Ychc) in the Western Regional Red/Specialty Trial. The Program entered two selections in the Western Regional Russet Trial (COTX08063-2Ru and COTX1080-2Ru sto). The program had sixteen entries in the NCPT.
· 51,556 first-year seedling tubers, from 325 different crosses, were grown for selection. 19,096 seedling tubers were planted near Springlake, while 32,760 seedling tubers were planted at CSS Farm near Dalhart. These included seedling tubers provided by Rich Novy, Idaho (6,225), Caroline Gray, Colorado (13,230), and Susie Thompson, North Dakota (9,806) of which 562 were selected (1%).
· Two Ph.D. students. Amaka Ifeduba, who is working on heat stress, graduated in December (Amaka gave the commencement speech and received distinguished alum recognition). Ao Jiao continues working on tuber dormancy. MichaelAnne Roach, former Undergraduate Research Assistant in the lab, started her M.S. program in the Fall of 2024. Her project focuses on combining long dormancy and PVY resistance.
· Jeewan Pandey, Ph.D., and Stephany Toinga-Villafuerte, Ph.D., have been promoted to Assistant Research Scientists. Jeewan will continue his work on the development and application of genomic tools in potato breeding, while Stephany will focus on advancing gene editing techniques in potatoes.
· In 2023, in the USA, certified seed was produced for nine TX clones in 10,700 acres (9.7% of total seed acreage). The Texas Russet Norkotah strains continued to be the prevalent russet varieties planted in Texas. 
· The TX cultivar Reveille Russet is gaining rapid acceptance in the US (25 licensees in nine States) and Canada. Reveille Russet’s PBR was granted in 2024. Certified seed of the TX cultivar Vanguard Russet is being increased in the US and Canada. Currently, there are seven licensees in five US States.
· 1100 advanced selections were evaluated in 10 trials at Springlake and Dalhart. One hundred fifty-two advanced selections/varieties were tested in replicated and non-replicated trials near Springlake, and 1,007 entries were evaluated near Dalhart. A total of 1,159 plots were planted and harvested at the two locations.
· 30 people attended the potato field day at Springlake on July 7th. Pictures
and field day handbook at https://drive.google.com/file/d/19yM7q06AgIQJVUu8FQeuVIfP0NaWJ_oC/view

Idaho, Oregon, (covered in Tri-State meeting). 

WSU Postharvest Report by Jake Blauer
A copy of the full variety development report book is available at https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/2742/2025/01/2024-Potato-Cultivar-Yield-and-Postharvest-Quality-Evaluations.pdf and more info at https://potatoes.wsu.edu .
· The USDA NIFA RFA was released, and they will be working with the key members to get it submitted.  They want to include at least one more researcher at U of ID and Max Feldman this time.  Funding for Max will be for genomic research to strengthen the program.
· Jake mentioned that as agreed upon last year, his postharvest testing platform switched to phase testing to improve throughput.  This has worked very well and they have capacity to double the number of clones tested in Phase I.  Historically they could only test 15 clones, but now they can test 30.  They need to work out a strategy to support field testing to handle this increase because field capacity is now the limiting bottle neck.  As reference, phase I aligns with the “Tri-State” clones and includes testing of germplasm from neighboring programs such as CO and/or TX.  Phase 2 testing still has a limit of 15 clones and will align with historic “Regional” clones from the field, including the same data points postharvest. 
· D to throughput limitations, clones not developed by the NWPVDP will not be included in Phase 2 but will still be welcomed for collaboration in Phase 1 testing. As a reference in 2024, there were 20 clones in Phase 1, 14 in Phase 2, 15 in Red/specialty, and 7 in chips trials.
· They are partnering with Max Feldman on a visual phenotyping machine for postharvest assessments.
· Continuing to have issues with the temporary storages while Johnson hall is being replaced and other transition pains, but we are working through those issues. No samples were lost this past year.
· Continuing to work on tools for heat stress screening and wound healing on cultivars from our program. They have developed a novel tool for screening temperature response in the field.
· The postharvest program currently has 3 graduate students (1 PhD and 2 MS).

· Administrative Report and WERA027 administrative roles and responsibilities
No administrator was present. Administrator is supposed to authorize and attend the meeting. The former administrator, Mark McGuire, is no longer in the role. Discussion around the room about changes in the UI administration. Nobody was certain who replaced Dr. McGuire and queries to the University of Idaho administration had not been answered at the time of the WERA meeting. 

· Break 

· Regional early/late Russet results
Field, post-harvest, and clone disposition given by Brian Schneider. Of the entries with blank dispositions in the emailed report booklet, entry 12, 13 and 14 were returned. 11 was graduated.
· Regional specialty trial results:
Field, post-harvest, and clone disposition
Disposition given by Chelsea Lowder. Question about why entry 5 was a discard. Jeff Koym gave the Western Red Specialty results. Max Feldman cited positive traits of A11573-5RYsto and Sagar noted positives including taste and shiny skin of POR16PG25-2, which graduated. Max mentioned he had conducted a trial with 80 specialty lines including popular commercial cultivars and provided a link to a talk he had given at the WA/OR conference that summarized the work. https://zenodo.org/records/14816667 . Entry 4 was returned. Caroline Grey asked why a Colorado clone entry was missing from the report and Chelsea said she will look into it.

· Regional chipping trial
Field, post-harvest, and clone disposition. Isabel asked about glycoalkaloid levels in chippers and mentioned that some had very high levels from some locations but not others. Roy Navarre mentioned his lab had developed a new method to assess how likely a line is to have a spike in glycoalkaloids. Caroline Grey asked about A13125-3C, which was dropped in PCPT because of low specific gravity. A local grower has a high interest in the clone and would like it kept. Discussion ensued about specific gravity with the majority suggesting that any line with a specific gravity below 1.08 should be dropped automatically. Chris Voigt mentioned that non-standard specific gravity could require the nutritional label to be changed. See report for dispositions.

· Other business:
· Discussion about changes in the sharing policy of breeding lines among the different Universities participating in WERA. Isabel Vales was concerned new requirements would impede the sharing of lines among the different programs and prevent the use of unnamed clones as parents. The circumstances leading up to the changes in MTAs that involved NY x OR crosses were discussed and the legal issues that resulted. Raina Spence noted that the issues and protocols are being discussed elsewhere, and it was outside the scope of WERA. Isabel expressed concern that if such decisions are left exclusively to lawyers, they might not fully consider academic concerns.
· Retirements upcoming or since the last WERA meeting for discussed. Mike Thornton acknowledged he was retiring soon as did Brian Schneider. Both were given a round of applause for their decades of service in WERA. Nora Olsen is overseeing the search for Mike’s replacement. Ransey Portenier, Mike’s technician, is staying with the program. Richard Novy retired from the USDA-ARS, Aberdeen, ID in November. The position is vacant, but not currently being advertised due to freezes by the new administration.

· Seed supplies and shipping lists. Brian Charlton requested that all seed requests be submitted by February 14th. He commented that the WERA meeting is very late this year and doesn’t give their program much time to get the seed shipments ready.
· Election of new Secretary
Jenny Durrin-Gentry was elected as secretary for 2026. Roy Navarre will serve as chair.
· Discussion of location for 2026 WERA. Discussion about whether to separate the TriState and WERA meetings. Some felt having both meetings on the same day didn’t leave enough time for the TriState meeting. Suggestion that WERA be more scientific and have speakers. It was decided that WERA027 will be an online meeting on February 6th, 2026.
· Adjourn meeting 4:45

Email list for the TriState and WERA meetings to which the various reports were emailed. Not everyone on the list was present at the meeting in person or online.
'gary@oregonspuds.com' <gary@oregonspuds.com>; 'gharris@rdoffutt.com' <gharris@rdoffutt.com>; 'macyfarms@gmail.com' <macyfarms@gmail.com>; 'mark.wardranches@gmail.com' <mark.wardranches@gmail.com>; 'travis.blacker@potato.idaho.gov' <travis.blacker@potato.idaho.gov>; 'paul.saito@mccain.com' <paul.saito@mccain.com>; 'jemmettresearch@gmail.com' <jemmettresearch@gmail.com>; Tamsen, Jeremy Kent <jeremy.tamsen@wsu.edu>; Hulbert, Scot Howard <scot_hulbert@wsu.edu>; 'shawn.donkin@oregonstate.edu' <shawn.donkin@oregonstate.edu>; 'dennis.goodes@usda.gov' <dennis.goodes@usda.gov>; 'Noelle.Anglin@usda.gov' <Noelle.Anglin@usda.gov>; 'sage.mcclintick@simplot.com' <sage.mcclintick@simplot.com>; 'tina.brandt@simplot.com' <tina.brandt@simplot.com>; 'thomas.drader@lambweston.com' <thomas.drader@lambweston.com>; 'miket@uidaho.edu' <miket@uidaho.edu>; 'jeff.koym@ag.tamu.edu' <jeff.koym@ag.tamu.edu>; 'nicole.nichol@mccain.com' <nicole.nichol@mccain.com>; 'norao@uidaho.edu' <norao@uidaho.edu>; 'chandler.dolezal@lambweston.com' <chandler.dolezal@lambweston.com>; 'vidyasagar@oregonstate.edu' <vidyasagar@oregonstate.edu>; 'mmcguire@uidaho.edu' <mmcguire@uidaho.edu>; 'isabel.vales@tamu.edu' <isabel.vales@tamu.edu>; 'jenny@pvmi.org' <jenny@pvmi.org>; 'melissab@uidaho.edu' <melissab@uidaho.edu>; 'troy.meacham@simplot.com' <troy.meacham@simplot.com>; 'jeewan.pandey@agnet.tamu.edu' <jeewan.pandey@agnet.tamu.edu>; 'rhetts@uidaho.edu' <rhetts@uidaho.edu>; 'alexa.hintze@wsu.edu' <alexa.hintze@wsu.edu>; 'graham.ellis@simplot.com' <graham.ellis@simplot.com>; 'david.dekoeyer@agr.gc.ca' <david.dekoeyer@agr.gc.ca>; 'jenny@pvmi.org' <jenny@pvmi.org>; 'fgoktepe@sunrainseed.com' <fgoktepe@sunrainseed.com>; 'chelseyl@uidaho.edu' <chelseyl@uidaho.edu>; 'jonathan.whitworth@usda.gov' <jonathan.whitworth@usda.gov>; 'brian.schneider@usda.gov' <brian.schneider@usda.gov>; 'Nichole.baley@oregonstate.edu' <Nichole.baley@oregonstate.edu>; 'Max.Feldman@usda.gov' <Max.Feldman@usda.gov>; 'Ari.Atkinson@usda.gov' <Ari.Atkinson@usda.gov>; 'Brian.A.Charlton@oregonstate.edu' <Brian.A.Charlton@oregonstate.edu>; 'Ruijun.qin@oregonstate.edu' <Ruijun.qin@oregonstate.edu>; 'diana.halsey@usda.gov' <diana.halsey@usda.gov>; Gonzalez Tapia, Francisco <francisco.gonzalez@wsu.edu>; Holden, Zachary James <zholden@wsu.edu>; 'spudmkr@colostate.edu' <spudmkr@colostate.edu>; 'Moises.aguilar@oregonstate.edu' <Moises.aguilar@oregonstate.edu>; 'clinton.shock@gmail.com' <clinton.shock@gmail.com>; 'joseph.munyaneza@usda.gov' <joseph.munyaneza@usda.gov>; 'Erica.fava2@agr.gc.ca' <Erica.fava2@agr.gc.ca>; 'Abigail.moore@oregonstate.edu' <Abigail.moore@oregonstate.edu>; 'nicole.rabbiosi@oregonstate.edu' <nicole.rabbiosi@oregonstate.edu>; 'd-scheuring@tamu.edu' <d-scheuring@tamu.edu>; 'mblua@potatoes.com' <mblua@potatoes.com>; 'cvoigt@potatoes.com' <cvoigt@potatoes.com>; 'Caroline.gray@colostate.edu' <Caroline.gray@colostate.edu>; Pavek, Mark Joseph <mjpavek@wsu.edu>; 'Blauer, Jacob Michael' <jblauer@wsu.edu>; 'Samuel.Essah@colostate.edu' <Samuel.Essah@colostate.edu>; 'skuhl@uidaho.edu' <skuhl@uidaho.edu>; 'echarvet1946@gmail.com' <echarvet1946@gmail.com>; 'mdmadsen@charter.net' <mdmadsen@charter.net>; 'roy.navarre@usda.gov' <roy.navarre@usda.gov>; 'aharner@uidaho.edu' <aharner@uidaho.edu>; 'ajensen@potatoes.com' <ajensen@potatoes.com>; 'solomon.yilma@oregonstate.edu' <solomon.yilma@oregonstate.edu>; 'rspence@potatoes.com' <rspence@potatoes.com>; 'william.buhrig@oregonstate.edu' <william.buhrig@oregonstate.edu>; 'walk0641@vandals.uidaho.edu' <walk0641@vandals.uidaho.edu>; 'zrmwatuwa@uidaho.edu' <zrmwatuwa@uidaho.edu>; 'gteixeira@uidaho.edu' <gteixeira@uidaho.edu>; 'luis.vargasruiz@simplot.com' <luis.vargasruiz@simplot.com>; 'Beth.Niebaum@colostate.edu' <Beth.Niebaum@colostate.edu>; 'kspawton@uidaho.edu' <kspawton@uidaho.edu>; McGaughey, Deah Christine <deah.mcgaughey@wsu.edu>; 'AHSTEWAR@mccain.ca' <AHSTEWAR@mccain.ca>; 'DanaKay.REYNOLDS@mccain.com' <DanaKay.REYNOLDS@mccain.com>; 'brad@mediusag.com' <brad@mediusag.com>
