W5190 Annual Meeting
Date: September 25-26, 2025
Location: Fairfield Inn & Suites Austin Downtown, 76 East Ave, Austin, TX 78701

In-person Attendees (20): Nico Quintana-Ashwell (Mississippi State University), Mani Rouhi Rad (Texas A & M University), Molly Sears (Michigan State University), Lucia Levers (USDA-ARS), Dawoon Jeong (Clemson University), Robin Rotman (University of Missouri), Alex Maas (University of Idaho), Lixia Lambert (Oklahoma State University), Gabriela Perez Quesada (University of Tennessee Knoxville), Renata Rimsaite (University of Nebraska),  Steven Buck (University of Kentucky),  Jiameng Zheng (Louisiana State University), Aaron Hrozencik (University of Georgia),  KJ Jafarzadegan (Oklahoma State University), Isabelle Picciotto (Arizona State University), Roshan Puri (University of California, Davis), Leslie Sanchez (University of California, Davis), Matthew Sloggy (USDA Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Research Station), Jordan Suter (Colorado State University), Marisol Dominguez (Texas A & M)
Zoom Attendees (2): Jeffery Peterson (University of Minnesota), Taro Mieno (University of Nebraska)  
Thursday, September 25
On Thursday, attendees arrive in Austin, TX. Some had the opportunity to visit the state capital. 

Friday, September 26
 The meeting began at 8:00 a.m. in the hotel conference room. 
Welcome remarks from the chair (Mani Rouhi Rad). Mani also went over the meeting agenda and introduced the vice president (Molly Sears) and the Secretary (Lixia Lambert).  Mani also thanked outgoing President Nico Quintana-Ashwell for his service and his continued contributions to organizing meetings and engaging project participants. This was followed by a round of introductions in the room. Attendees, including several new participants, introduced themselves and shared their institutional affiliations.
Mani reviewed the leadership rotation structure, explaining that officer positions of president, vice president, and secretary rotate every three years. He will serve as president for this session, with Molly Sears as vice president and Lixia Lambert as secretary.
The group discussed recruitment and membership efforts, noting that advertising at UCOWR and a special W5190 session had helped bring in five to six new attendees this year. Attendees emphasized the importance of fostering collaboration, particularly in developing joint research papers and grant proposals. Attendees were reminded that to become official members, they must contact their university’s experiment station office to complete enrollment paperwork.
Attendees were reminded to complete and submit their annual state reports, which should include accomplishments related to the project’s objectives, impact statements, and publications. Guidance was provided on preparing concise impact statements that are ready for publication or public distribution. These reports will be used to support renewal of the project for another five-year cycle.
Plans for future meetings were discussed, with Detroit tentatively identified as the location for the 2026 meeting. Molly will circulate a poll to gather member input on the Detroit versus the California location. The group agreed that holding meetings in the western region remains desirable, but accessibility and cost will also be taken into consideration.
Meeting funding and registration fees were discussed. Members considered modest increases in registration fees to help support graduate student participation and explored potential sponsorship opportunities, such as institutional contributions or lunch sponsors. The group also discussed establishing travel awards for student presenters. A decision was made to waive student registration fees for W5190 meetings; but the discussion of further travel awards was tabled until a time a financial reserve to fund them was developed.
Following the business session, attendees delivered a series of fifteen-minute research presentations, after which the group broke for lunch. Invited speakers presented in the afternoon, followed by a set of five-minute talks from additional attendees.
During the closing portion of the meeting, Reneta Rimsaite was elected as the new secretary. The meeting adjourned at approximately 4:30 PM.
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