W4006- Western Region meeting 9/15/2025
Date: September 15, 2025
Time: 8:06 AM (Call to Order)
Chair: Dr. Michelle Burrows, Utah State University

1. Call to Order
· Dr. Michelle Burrows called the meeting to order at 8:06 AM.
2. Approval of Minutes
· Review of September 12, 2024 minutes.
· Name edits made to roll call.
· Action: 2024 W3006 meeting minutes approved.
3. Roll Call
In-Person Attendance
· Michelle Burrows – Utah State University (USU)
· RJM – USU
· Becka Israelson – USU; Utah Ag in the Classroom
· Josh Stewart – Oregon
· Bailey Steward – Oregon (Undergraduate)
· Teague Teece – Oregon State University (OSU)
· Hailey Traini – Oregon
· Taylor Apple/ Kennedy – Texas A&M (Graduate Student)
· Melody Beck – Texas A&M (Graduate Student)
· Brian Warnick – USU
· Theresa Murphy – Texas A&M
· Shannon Norish Parish – Texas A&M
· Ean Richards – Stephen F. Austin (Graduate Student)
Online Attendance
· Gaea Hock – Kansas State University
· Carley Morrison – Mississippi State University (Graduate Student)
· Annie Specht – Ohio State University (Chair-Elect)
· Stephanie Lemley – Mississippi State University (Guest)
· Ally Spears – Texas A&M
· Katie Stofer – University of Florida
· Jessica Benson – Mississippi State University

4. Appointment of New Secretary
· Nomination: Shannon Norish Parish by Theresa Murphy.
· Action: Shannon accepted the role of Secretary.

5. Member Project Updates
RJM (USU)
· Outlined expectations for the W4006 report.
· Emphasized aligning projects with objectives and submitting publications/posters with DOIs in APA format.
Shannon & Theresa (Texas A&M)
· Objective 1: Completed ag literacy hackathon, undergraduate research integrating core science with agricultural education, resulting in various publications.
· Objective 4: Conducted ag preparedness training for law enforcement on agriculture-related response networks; exploring nonformal education audiences.
· Campaign measurement tool: cbi.tamu.edu.
Taylor Apple/ Kennedy (Texas A&M)
· Dissertation: Multi-phase study on skills required for ag communication graduates.
· Focus on addressing fear and lack of confidence in communicating about agriculture.
Hailey Traini (Oregon)
· International agricultural literacy initiatives.
· USDA-funded workshops in the Insular Pacific on food safety, pesticide handling, and hygiene.
· Conducted pre/post assessments on knowledge and perceptions.
· Researching interest in Nigeria.
· Interest working in Ag Industry and in SBAE
· Coordinated Summer Ag Institute.
Josh Stewart (Oregon)
· Workforce development grant: student field trips to ag operations in eastern Oregon.
· Resubmitting proposal on systems thinking for teachers (objectives 1 & 5). Focus: poultry industry, podcasts, and integrated lesson planning.
Jenny Bennett (CSU)
· Objectives 1 & 2: Dissertation on attitudes and knowledge in sustainability (beef, dairy); upcoming pollinator decline study.
· Developing PBL scaffolding for neurodiverse learners 
· Initiating Agricultural Literacy Research Advisory Board at CSU Spur (Morgridge Learning Lab).
· Secured funding for a master’s GA position in ag literacy, focused to be at Spur
Becka Israelson (USU)
· Evaluating Summer Ag Institute impact on teachers.
RJM (USU)
· Transitioned from community-based ed to biosecurity/food security with the Center for Anticipatory Intelligence.
· SNAP education research.
· Who is using services and education
· International studies:
· With Australian/Utah extension agents on ag technology and STEM literacy.
· Planned study with Utah in-service ag teachers. Looking for further collaboration with other states 
Ean Richards (Stephen F. Austin)
· Graduate research: Surveying underclassmen on precision ag knowledge and integration into curriculum.
Michelle Burrows (USU)
· NCAL initiatives: precision ag PD tools, Hank the Cowdog curriculum integration.
· Resubmitting proposal for 9–12 ag literacy certification.
· Collaborations with Minnesota (careers) and Arkansas (elementary ag ed legislation; 70-lesson series).
Carley Morrison (Mississippi State)
· Objective 3: USDA PDAL grant, Mississippi Ag 360 VR field trips.
· Objective 1: Replicating RJM extension literacy study.
· Objective 5: Exploring agritourism value with community development professionals.
Stephanie Lemley (Mississippi State)
· Partner in Mississippi 360.
· Four-year project on food science/poultry PD and SEL integration.
· Frequent presenter at Literacy Research Association.
Jessica Benson (Mississippi State)
· Partnered with Carley.
· Submitted AgExcel proposal: training extension agents with microcredentials.
· Undergraduate researcher exploring policy and public perceptions (Objective 4).
Ally Spears (Texas A&M)
· Collaborating with Dr. Murphy and Dr. Parish.
Annie Specht (Ohio State)
· Objective 1: Studying agricultural video games’ impact on literacy. Seeking survey partners.
· Objective 5:
· Reality TV impacts on ag literacy (e.g., RHOC, Twitter data).
· Bourbon distillery perceptions of agriculture.
· OSU livestock complex as outreach/education hub.
Gaea Hock (Kansas State)
· Objectives 3 & 5:
· Leading the ivistiproject.com (virtual farm/ranch visits).
· Recruiting editors for Agricultural Education Magazine issue on ag literacy.

6. Future Planning
· Midyear Zoom follow-up:
· Facilitate breakout rooms by objectives.
· Action driving conversation
· Collaborative opportunities for faculty and graduate students.
· Reporting reminders (Dr. Warnick):
· W4006 report due within 90 days.
· Must include activities, outputs, and impacts.
· Official report will incorporate these minutes.

7. Adjournment
· Meeting adjourned at 9:45 AM.

