Notes for NE – 1024 Annual Meeting
Hammond, LA

Nov 8-9, 2007
1) Began meeting at 1 PM, Thurs Nov 8, Hammond Research Station

Vinicius is serving as chair for Katherine Knowlton


Joe is serving as secretary for Mike Gamroth
2) Present – Rhonda Miller, Paul Wangsness, Quinglu Gao (visiting scientist at U Mass), Stephen Herbert, Z Dou, Zhai Tong, Joe Harrison, Mike Murphy, Vinicius

3) Adopted agenda with additions of adding:

Report on Dou’s sabbatical
Discuss project sustainability

4) Admin updates from Paul – funding has decreased for admin travel and thus we don’t have Gray Cromwell with us this year as a Fed rep

5) Station report – Zhai Tong (Purdue)


Report on Environmental Modeling for pastoral system



Silvopastoral GRASIM or SGRASIM

a) soil water modeling

b) BMP impact assessment

· developing GIS tool to evaluate NRCS BMPS for best use of EQUIP funds

c) Modeling of the biofuel production system
Working with switch grass – no report today



Developing the algorithms now

6) Station report – Z Dou
a) Fecal P test for assessing P over-feeding on dairy farms

· Multi-state field study with 90 farms for 3 yrs

· Data from early 2000’s suggested majority of 612 surveyed farms were overfeeding P, and most did so for the 3 yr period

· Developed fecal P test (water soluble P, wPi) to predict feed P
· pH, CA, and Mg and sample handling (wet vs dry samples) affect wPi have made the wPi an ineffective predictor

· moved to looking at weak acid solutions for looking at soluble P

· decided to use 0.1 % HCl as the extractant 

b) Sabbatical report – P in long term manure soils

· Brisbane, Australia

· Looked at use of NMR speciation of P in soils, six species of P determined

7) Dr Bracy and Dr Chen – Hammond research station overview
a) Selecting native and ornamental plants for storm-water runoff mitigation

(water pollution abatement)

· shifting from truck crops to “green industry’ $ 465 million – landscape horticulture, still conduct some strawberry research

· shift is partially due to shift to more urban use of land, older farmers retiring on smaller farms, also effects of hurricanes shifting businesses and people north
· residential and green area pollution: fertilizer (N and P), pesticide and herbicide
Friday Nov 9, 2007,Franklinton Research Station ~ 9 AM
1) Welcome by Mike McCormick, station director
· shared the pros and cons of off campus research station

· station in existence since 1952, primarily due to result of dairy industry after WWII, 1983 added a forage testing lab, annual ryegrass was the first research area and grazing, then to stored forage in form of baleage (milo, sorghum, crabgrass, etc), forage research starts with proof of idea with agronomic trials and then transition to feeding work.
2) Station Report – Stephen Herbert

· MA survey of dairy farm practices related to nutrient management, 34 farms, comprehensive survey, high % take soil tests, and lesser % run manure analyses, manure spreaders are infrequently calibrated, majority of farms did not know what level of P they were feeding
· Cover crop (winter rye) dates of Sept 8 (80 lbs of nitrogen captured) better that Sept 15, 22, 29 ,or Oct 6 for capturing soil nitrate-nitrogen, the n
· nitrogen conserved in the cover crop was utilized by the spring planted corn the next year, need ~ 1000-1100 GDUs for good capture of nitrate-nitrogen

3) Station report – Mike Murphy

· DCAD trial data
· Relationship was established between urine pH and rumen pH
4) Next year’s meeting will be in DC and meet with EPA and NRCS.

· Plan B is Oregon

· Preferred timeframe is Feb or March ’09 

5) Officers will be Mike Gamroth, chair

Secretary – Joe Harrison

6) Station report – Vinicius Moreira

· dairy waste-water treatment system, 3 stage waste-water treatment and only parlor material

· anaerobic, aerobic, and then constructed wetland

· Anaerobic and aerobic treatments had the greatest impact
7) Station report – Rhonda Miller

· Establishing new forage plots in a new location
· Used a hollow core drill to locate 15 inch PVC pipes that have zero tension lysimeters mounted in the bottom at ~ 36 inches

8) Station report – Joe Harrison

· AD pathjo project

· Struvite with AD

· Feed Mgt

9) Facility tour – dairy facility and constructed wetland

10) concluded at 1:30 PM

