2025 Joint WERA 11/ SERA 48 Annual Meeting
 
Project/Activity Number: WERA-11
Project/Activity Title: Western Regional Turfgrass Research
Period Covered: November 2024-July 2025
Date of This Report: July 13, 2025

13 July 2025 – Karuizawa Japan (ITRC)
Kurumi Room – Karuizawa Prince Hotel West

Participants: Kelly Kopp, Paul Johnson, Bernd Leinauer, Elena Sevostianova, Yanqi Wu, Mingying Xiang, Shuhao Yu, P. Agustin Boeri, Weston Floyd, Christian Bowman, Sandra Glegola, Adam Dale, Marco Schiavon, David Jespersen, Zhiqiang Cheng, Xunzhong Zhang, Whitne Askew, Shui-zhang Fei
 
Summary of Minutes:

Utah State University

Paul Johnson has stepped down as department head and is now associate director of the Experiment Station. We do not have an undergraduate turf program although students occasionally have it as an emphasis. We have numerous ongoing trials including zoyiagrass with lines from Ambika Chandra to test for cold tolerance. Also beginning to work on hybrid bermudagrass after the state weed board allowed its use in the state. Additional work ongoing to characterize the ecosystem services of various landscape types including both standard and low water use turfgrasses as well as 

Oregon State University-Not in attendance.

University of California-Riverside

Christian Bowman was in attendance and filled in for Jim Baird. He (Christian) has finished his Ph.D. and is now a post-doc replacing Marta in their program. Sandra Glegola is also new and working as an assistant specialist. They have a couple of students in their program.

New Mexico State University

Elena Sevostianova and Bernd Leinauer were in attendance. They have two major projects funded by the USGA. Elena is working on bicarbonate accumulation in soils. Bernd is working on remote sensing in golf. Bernd is also working on the international collaborative project on carbon. They were just awarded a bermudagrass NTEP trial.



University of Hawaii

Zhiqiang Cheng has spent 12 years in Hawaii so far and has a 3-way split appointment between teaching, research, and Extension. They do not have an undergrad program. He teaches turfgrass pest management and conducts research on insect control on golf courses. He is more an entomologist/nematologist than turfgrass scientist. He also fills in on weed control issues for golf courses. A lot is accomplished through an annual webinar series in Hawaii because of the number of islands. Hawaii Golf Course Superintendents Association annual seminar is in person.

University of Arizona-Not in attendance
Washington State University-Not in attendance
University of Nebraska Lincoln-Not in attendance

Iowa State

They are members because of association with seed producers. Quincy Law has started a position there replacing Nick Christians. Adam Thoms’ flight was delayed, so not in attendance. He has 3 grad students. Shui-zhang has 6 students working on winter turf and others on biomass. Decent number of undergrads as well.

Colorado State University-Not in attendance
Texas Tech University-Not in attendance

Texas A&M University

Augustin Boeri has been hired and has a 75% Extension appointment. He is based in Dallas with Ambika Chandra. There is also a new genomics person in Dallas as well as one other turfgrass related position. Bob Chang has been offered a position. They interviewed 3 candidates for the water-focused position they had posted and are preparing an offer now. 

Extension-Augustin and Manuel Chavarria gave 100 presentations last year. They have not hosted a field day in Dallas since 2021 and are hoping to increase participation in the future. This year’s field day was in College Station. NTEP-they are hosting bermudagrass trials, Ambika is hosting zoysiagrass trials. Manuel also hosting NTEP trials in College Station. They currently have 46 undergrads, 10 grad students (advised by Ben Wherley and Ambika Chandra). Manuel Chavarria has Ph.D. student and Augustin Boeri has a post-doc.

Future Meetings: 

WERA 11 in Pullman, Washington in 2026 to be hosted by Michael Neff in conjunction with their field day.

WERA 11 in conjunction with SERA in Frisco, TX after PGA Championship in 2027. 
There were some questions and discussion about NTEP funding. NTEP has reached out to STMA for financial support. Paul Johnson is going to reach out to Kevin Morris about it and will report back.
