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9:00 am – 4:00 pm CDT on July 28, 2025
In person: Strand 11B, Hyatt Regency in New Orleans, LA; and via Zoom
Agenda:
9:00 – 10:00 am: Business meeting (held by Stephanie Burnett)
· Introduction
· Zoom participants: Yujin Park (Arizona State U), Puneet Srivastava (USDA), Dominique Holtappels (Cornell U), Samuel Farrow (U of A), Peter Ling (Ohio State U), AJ Both (Rutgers U), Ademola Ajayi-Banji (North Dakota State U), Most Tahera Naznin (U Nevada, Reno)
· In-person participants: Olivia Liebing (Ohio State U), Tyler Rich (Ohio State U), Md Shamim Ahamed (UC Davis), Neil Mattson (Cornell U), Nate Eylands (U of Minnesota), Xinhua Jia (North Dakota State U), Youping Sun (Utah State U), Genhua Niu (TAMU), Joe Masabni (TAMU), Ying Zhang (U of Florida), Qianwen (Megan) Zhang (Mississippi State U), Kevin Wang (U of Florida), Nicole Waterland (U of West Virginia), Jianyu Li (U of Massachusetts), Milon Chowdhury (Kentucky State University), Samantha Willden (Cornell U), Merriam Karlsson (U of Alaska), Jennifer Boldt (USDA-ARS), Roberto Lopez (Michigan State U), Rose Elbert (Michigan State University), Seth Benjamin (Michigan State University), MD Sazan Rahman (U of New Hampshire), Celina Gomez (Purdue U), Amit Dhingra (TAMU), Tabibul Islam (UTK), Kellie Walters (U of Tennessee), Devin Vitello (UTK), Jacob Friedrich (UTK), Changhyeon Kim (U of Conneticut), Shuyang Zhen (TAMU), Qingwu Meng (U of Delaware,), Jun Liu (TAMU), Emily Zhou (U of Central Missouri), Avery (Michigan State U), Stephanie Burnett (U of Maine), Kim Williams (Kansas State U), Teng Yang (South Dakota State U)
· Report from Puneet Srivastava, our advisor from the Multistate Activities Committee
· Project will expire in 2028, a continuation of the previous NE-1835.
· Northeast-based (originally intended) collaborations, but other regions are also free to join. Multistate proposals go to Ag Innovation Northeast for internal “MAC” committee review before external subject expert review. Revisions are requested, if necessary, before approval and project assignment. Evaluation of how the group is doing, which may merit multistate project nominations.
· Hatch capacity funds given to land-grant universities support multistate activities, such as travel, salary, and equipment depending on the role of university-specific capacity funds. Aimed at building capacity to pursue larger competitive grants. $265 million per year distributed to various institutions. Hoping to keep these funds. No change at this point for multistate activities.
· Why join? Collaborations on research and proposals; collegial interactions and networking; increased awareness of others’ activities in the same field.
· AFRI proposal RFAs will come soon with a quick turnaround time. Things are slowly opening back up.
· Discussions of collaborations
· Hydroponic book collaboration (led by Celina Gomez and Neil Mattson).
· Neil Mattson and AJ Both collaborate through GLASE, working on engineering, energy efficiency, lighting standardization, etc.
· Announcements of meetings and other opportunities from members
· Teng Yang. Agronomy journal’s special issue on CEA automation, AI, and crop management with an Oct 10 deadline
· Xinhua Jia. North Dakota CEA conference. Oct 2025. Greenhouse tour (natural gas for heating and geothermal, net-zero greenhouse with renewable energy). Registration closes tomorrow July 29, 2025.
· Shamim Ahmed. Special Issue on engineering topics, energy management, and machine learning.
· Jennifer Boldt. USDA and DOE as well as NASA joint CEA workshops have been held in previous years. Will not be held this year (on hold), but could happen in the future.
· Neil Mattson. 2026 NCERA101 meeting in September 2026 in Dundee, Scotland. Special Issue in Frontiers in Plant Science on light management and crop productivity, submissions due September 1, 2025.
· Nomination of new Secretary
· One volunteer (Qianwen Zhang, Assistant Professor at Mississippi State University). No other nominations. All in favor. Qianwen Zhang will be the incoming Secretary. Incoming president is Yujin Park.
· Location of 2026 Meeting
· The past 3 years have been with ASHS.
· Neil Mattson. June meeting time?
· Celina Gomez. Tag along with Cultivate in Ohio.
· Nate Eylands. It would be nice to tag along either ASHS or Cultivate to streamline summer travels.
· Shamim Ahmed. Ideal if not overlapping with ASABE meetings, which are typically in July and could overlap with Cultivate (per Jennifer Boldt).
· Roberto Lopez. Tag along with NCERA-101. Maybe in 2027 (in Athens, GA).
· Neil Mattson and Genhua Niu. 2026 ASHS in Dallas (August 3 to 7). At the TAMU AgriLife Dallas Center before ASHS.
· Stephanie Burnett. Summarized the discussions. An online vote will follow to choose between Columbus and Dallas.
· Neil Mattson. Clarified that the group chair doesn’t necessarily need to host the meeting, even if that has been the case in the past years. It would be nice to have a local host to help with hosting logistics.
· Any other items to discuss or updates from the group?
· Genhua Niu and Joe Masabni. Annual CEA conference in TAMU Dallas. Speaker invitations.
· Celina Gomez. A Google form for registration to track participation and new members for reporting.
· Meeting adjourned at 10:00 am.
· Station reports start at 10:15 am with the following schedule and presenters:
· 10:15-10:30: Purdue University, presented by Celina Gomez
· 10:30-11:00: Michigan State University, presented by Roberto Lopez
· 11:00-11:15: Cornell University, presented by Neil Mattson
· 11:15-11:30: Mississippi State University, presented by Qianwen Zhang
· 11:30-11:45: University of Delaware, presented by Qingwu Meng
· 11:45-12:00: South Dakota State University, presented by Teng Yang
<Lunch Break>
· 1:30-1:45: Arizona State University, presented by Yujin Park
· 1:45-2:00: USDA-ARS, presented by Jennifer Boldt
· 2:00-2:15: University of Florida, presented by Ying Zhang
· 2:15-2:30: University of Tennessee, presented by Kellie Walters and Tabibul Islam
· 2:30-2:45: North Dakota State University, presented by Xinhua Jia
· 2:45-3:00: Kansas State University, presented by Kim Williams
· 3:00-3:15: University of Minnesota, presented by Nathan Eylands
· 3:15-3:30: UC Davis, Shamim Ahamed
· 3:30-3:45: The Ohio State University, presented by Garrett Owen
· 3:45-4:00: Texas A&M University, presented by Shuyang Zhen and Genhua Niu
· 4:00-4:15: University of Nevada, Reno, presented by Most Tahera Naznin
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