NE2442 Annual Meeting
Improving Sustainable Poultry Production through Collaborative Research and Outreach
Iowa State University, Ames
June 9-10, 2025
 
Officers for 2025
Sr. Exec – Shawna Weimer, UArk
Jr. Exec – Li Zhang, MS State
                                                                                    Secretary – Lin Walker, NC State 

Attending NE2442 Participants:
Shawna Weimer – University of Arkansas
Sara Orlowski-Workman – University of Arkansas
Lin Walker - NC State 
Kenneth Anderson - NC State
Pratima Adhikari – Mississippi State University
Maryam Mohammadi – Mississippi State University
Hong Li – University of Delaware
Dawn Koltes - Iowa State University
Tayo Adedokun – University of Kentucky
Birendra Mishra – University of Hawaii at Manoa
Chongxiao (Sean) Chen – University of Georgia
Michael Persia –Virginia Tech 
Brett Miraz - Iowa State University (EIC)
Mirellie Arguelles-Ramos – Clemson University (virtual)

Guests/speakers:
Stacey Roberts – Versova
Kim Reis – West Liberty
Nick Hermansen – West Liberty
Dan Robison – Iowa State University (Dean)
Maro Ibarburu – Egg Industry Center
Petek Settar – Hyline International
Allen Bond - Tyson

Organizer and supporting staff:
Lesa Vold – Egg Industry Center
Felipe Rodrigues Picchi - Iowa State University





6/9/2025 

1 PM: 
Introduction of attendees

Welcome by Dean Robison:
The dean introduced his college (CALS) at ISU and discussed the importance of the poultry industry and the college’s collaborative relationship with the industry. He mentioned the federal funding change and the disappearance of the hatch funds in the president’s budget, which raised many concerns and caused some discussion on the use of hatch funds and the consequences of losing these funds, as well as the impact on the evaluation of the tenure process. The dean also talked about the origin of extension and the Hatch Act, indicating the political impact on academia. 

1:30 PM: Invited Talks
· Talking Turkey by Nick Hermanson & Kim Reis
Kim gave an introduction of Turkey Co-op in Iowa, which was started in 1996. He talked about vaccinations in turkeys, and the emerging challenge of metapneumovirus and other diseases. Nick discussed industry focus, the low livability of turkeys, and the high barrier to starting the turkey business, not to mention the challenges of diseases and labor. The group asked the speakers about their position on HPAI, the outcomes of next to nest eggs, how to culture the next generation in agriculture, and the future of Turkey Co-op. 

2:00 PM: Breaks
2:30 PM: Invited Talks
· Layer Industry Nutritional Landscape by Stacey Roberts
· Stacey gave an introduction of the company Versova, which is a large layer producer. She discussed the sustainability of the company and their evaluation of feed additives. 

· Egg Prices and Flock Trends by Maro Ibarburu
Maro presented the price and cost changes in the past impacted by HPAI and the supply/demand. He also gave an update on the industry’s progress on implementing cage-free nationwide.

3:30 PM: Station Reports 
· Participants were asked to list their name and university, and to discuss their objective of research, collaboration, new facilities, and position openings.

University of Arkansas
· Drs. Shawna Weimer and Sara Orlowski-Workman 
· Dr. Weimer’s research focuses on environmental genetis and animal welfare. She looks for collaboration with engineers on lighting and heat stress. 
· Dr. Orlowski-Workman’s has 50% extension appointment on backyard flock and hatchery and breeders, and 25% research on breeding and genetics. She looks for collaboration with some genetic research centers on laying hens, broiler breeders to select birds for water efficiency and sustainability.
· There are four people retiring soon at their school. Faculty positions in poultry diseases, health, immunology and extension are coming out soon.  

Virginia Tech
· Dr. Michael Persia
· Currently, there are four people working on poultry. Dr. Persia’s research focuses on poultry nutrition. He looks for collaboration to study the mode of action at the molecular level. He also studies soybean oil in energy digestibility, emulsifiers on laying hens, things to sustain the energy and cost affordability, phosporus requirement, and corn particle size for turkeys. 
· They have interviewed for a basic science position. 

NC State University 
· Drs. Ken Anderson and Lin Walker provided the oral report
· Dr. Anderson is currently soliciting for the 44th layer production performance study. He’s retiring at the end of 2025. Dr. Aaron Kiess will take over the layer performance study. They study the extended lay research, phasates, minimal supplementation, etc., to improve layer production. The depopulation research has been completed, and the publications are coming out soon. 
· Dr. Ramon Malheiros studies broiler breeders and semen quality.
· Dr. Jesse Grimes will retire soon. 
· Dr. Walekr’s research and extension focus on interventions to reduce foodborne pathogens in poultry production and processing. She also studies Cochlosoma disease in turkeys. 
· A faculty position is currently being interviewed. The department of Poultry Science has broken ground for a shell egg processing center, which will be used for training activities for the industry and USDA personnel. The facility is expected to be completed by 2026. 

Mississippi State University
· Drs. Pratima Adikhari and Maryam Mohammadi
· Dr. Adikhari specializes in laying hens and she studies the branched chain of amino acids in late-aged hens, phytase, and bioluminescent E.coli models in poultry health. She looks for collaboration on aviary research. 
· Dr. Mohammadi specializes in hatchery management, modeling air uniformity, litter management and pathogen mitigation. She looks for collaboration on litter management, pathogen mitigation and sensing. 
· Their food safety position and health management position are filled, and a physiologist is coming in soon. 
· They start to build a feed mill. 

University of Delaware
· Dr. Hong Li
· There are 7 faculty members studying poultry on genetics, molecular biology, gut health, Merck disease, poultry management, housing, and environment. They study different litter amendments, scrubbers (liquid and dry), vegetative buffer, and respiratory delivery for vaccination. 


University of Kentucky
· Dr. Tayo Adedokun
· Dr. Adedokun studies yeast extracts and others on poultry nutrition. He is looking for soil samples where poultry houses were foamed. 
· There is a new position on poultry nutrition coming soon. They are having a new dean. They start laying hen nutrition study recently due to the new facility. 

University of Hawaii
· Dr. Birendra Mishra
· There are two faculty members working on poultry. Dr. Rajesh Jha works on poultry nutrition. Dr. Mishra specializes in reproductive physiology. He has a NIFA grant on broiler breeders. He studies laying hens in aging and the factors affecting the reproductive decline. He looks for collaboration on proteomics, microbiomics, and transportomics.   

University of Georgia
· Dr. Sean Chen
· There are 22 faculty members and 7 in extension. They just hired Aaron Bodie on food safety and have an open position on avian physiology. 
· Dr. Prafulla Regmi studies gut health challenge on immunology and behavior, as well as nutrition utilization on aged hens.
· Dr. Harshavardhan Thippareddi specializes in food safety, with an active project on transporation stress.
· Dr. Longli Chai works on poultry environment. 
· Dr. Chen studies poultry nutrition including copper requirement in broilers, palm oil for all poultry species, black head diseases on broiler breeders, amino acid requirement, daily feeding change, and feed additive physics. He develops tools for commercial growers. He releases two newsletters, and has a poultry nutrition 101 course for entry-level to launch. 

Iowa State University
· Dr. Brett Miraz
· Dr. Dawn Koltes studies protein alternatives.
· Dr. Miraz studies dust mitigation, nest box utilization, etc. 

Station reports closing
· A request will be sent to non-represented universities for station reports. The annual report is due in 60 days on August 9. The report should emphasize collaboration, especially across universities and institutions, including the USDA. A template will be circulated ahead of time so that each station can prepare the report. 

6/10/2025 (Day 2)
8 AM: Invited Talks

· How Fast We Change by Petek Settar
Petek gave an introduction to the Hyline company. He provided the history of layer breeding industry and genetic and trait selection in layer breeding. 

· Gobbling Up Welfare by Allen Bond
Allen gave an overview of turkey production. He discussed the five domains model for animal welfare and the animal welfare matrix for turkey production. He also pointed out some research opportunities to the group. 


9 AM: Business meeting

Administrative Update 
· Nomination for secretary: Dawn Kolts was nominated by Sara Workman and Pratima Adhikari. Sean Chen was nominated by Pratima Adhikari and Hong Li. Sean Chen was voted to be the incoming secretary for NE2442. 
· Updated executive team: Li Zhang (Mississippi State) – Senior Executive; Lin Walker (NC State) – Junior Executive; Sean Chen (UGA)- Secretary 

Proposed Meeting Locations in 2026:
· University of Brazil 
· University of Delaware 
· Puerto Rico University
· University of Georgia (in Savanna or Athens) 
· NC State University 
Others 
· Due to the concern of losing the Hatch funds, the group discussed how to preserve the multistate group. Virtual annual meetings were suggested. Birendra proposed submitting some conference grants to the USDA. Shawna proposed turning the IPPE mid-year meeting into the annual meeting place. Sara proposed PSA as the annual meeting place. 
· Mike Persia will contact the group about symposia submission to PSA (July 10-13) and WPSA (July 13-17) in 2026. Mike is the chair. Volunteers to join the subcommittee includes Pratima Adhikari, Sara Orlowski-Workman, Birendra Mishra, and Maryam Mohammadi. 
· Welfare to Ken Anderson for his participation in this group since the 90s and wish him all the best in his retirement. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 AM. 

9:45 AM Depart for Tours:
Turkey Teaching and Research Facility
Poultry Teaching and Research Facility
Veterinary Diagnostic Lab

12 PM Lunch

2 PM: Tour in Kemin 



