Green Industry Research Consortium Meeting Minutes, July 23, 2009
Liaison Capitol Hill Hotel, Washington, D.C. 
Committee chairman Alan Hodges called the meeting to order at 8:40 AM and introductions were made. Present were Michael Fitzner, Marc Teffeau, Deacue Field, Charlie Hall, Marco Palma, Alan Hodges, Bridget Behe, Chenyan Yue, Jennifer Dennis, and Sue Barton.  Joining by phone were Ron Rainey, Robin Brumfield, Ben Posadas
1. Approval of Minutes from previous meeting. Behe moved to accept the minutes and Dennis seconded, all approved. 

2. Recap of ANLA Legislative conference. Teffeau reported excellent participation with more than 200 participants. More than 300 representatives were visited during Congressional visits. Some of the issues discussed included comprehensive immigration, temporary worker provisions (H2B), E-verify, AGJOBS, healthcare, green infrastructure, and water management (water sense)

3.  Update from USDA-CSREES. Fitzner, director of Plant Systems, CSREES discussed the importance of impact reporting. CSREES will become the National Institute of Food and Agriculture by October 1, 2009. This new agency will have a director, appointed by the president for a six-year term. Dr Rajiv Shah is the new Under Secretary for Research, Education and Economics. Discretionary accounts are $1.2 billion, down $55.4 million (4.5%) from 2009. There are $149 million for mandatory programs (+8%). New National Program Leader for horticulture, Dr. Mary Peet will handle organic agriculture programs. 
4. Update on the Census of Horticultural Specialties. Dennis reported that they have selected 7 states for testing the questionnaires. The tests are being conducted and will be back September 1, 2009. Census will be launched in January 2010. Some surveys will be conducted electronically.
5. USDA Specialty Crops Research Initiative proposals. Hall commented there is no news at this point to report. For the recent proposals there were 10 states involved in the submission. 

6. New Project Statement. Hodges provided copies of the most recent version of the project statement. The statement was developed from the recent Specialty Crop Research Initiative proposals, which had broad participation among the group. The proposal has been edited to reduce length to fit within the official NIMSS electronic system. Barton suggested including a landscaping sustainability component. Hall suggested changing the name boot camps to targeted marketing and economic workshops based on feedback from grant proposal reviewers. Teffeau talked about including certification systems. Brumfield suggested including a sentence about energy costs. Yue talked about including turfgrass sustainability. Posadas pointed out the omission of Hinson’s et al. budgets. Palma will send immigration and labor issues. The title of the project will be changed slightly, and the order of objectives #1 and #4 will be switched. Several other edits were suggested by the group. Hodges will revise accordingly then submit for review.
7. Elections of officers for 2009-2011. Alan Hodges will continue to be the chairman and Jennifer Dennis will be the new secretary. Hall acknowledged the appreciation for the good work of Chairman Hodges and Secretary Palma.  
Break for lunch at 12:00 pm. Meeting was resumed at 1:45 pm.
8. Discussion of ongoing or proposed projects. 

Hodges commented on the status of the national survey. A sample of 18,000 firms for this survey was randomly selected, and includes all 50 states. A list of about 38,000 nursery firms was compiled from state departments of agriculture, industry associations and secondary sources. About 1700 mailed surveys and 400 internet surveys have been returned to this point. Data entry and analysis is expected to be completed by end of year.
Yue commented on some consumer preferences studies including young consumer’s attitudes toward flowers and also biodegradable consumers. Hall commented on a project analyzing consumer preferences for bio-degradable containers. Dennis talked about a project to measure consumer willingness to pay for sustainable products. 
Dennis discussed the ISHS marketing and economics commission as an opportunity to put some of our working papers. 
Palma encouraged the group to submit papers to the Southern Nursery Association meeting due September 15, 2009. The meeting will be February 12-13, 2010.
9. Meeting location for winter meeting.

Dennis made a motion to meet in New Orleans provided a local host is available (Hinson, Kuehny). The dates could be around the last week in February depending on availability. 

Adjourned for sub-committee meetings at 3 pm.
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