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Minutes

Western Coordinating Committee-39 Meeting

May 17-18, 2004

Chairperson Howard Meyer called the Western Coordinating Committee-39 (WCC-39) business meeting to order at 13:12 (PDT), May 17, 2004 at the University of Nevada, Reno, NV.

Those in attendance were Dick Battaglia (Administrative Advisor; University of Idaho), Kim Chapman (Utah State University), Jackson Dzakuma (Prairie View A&M University), Tim Faller (North Dakota State University), Hudson Glimp (University of Nevada), Rodney Kott (Montana State University), Chris Lupton (Texas A&M University), Howard Meyer (Oregon State University), Larry Miller (Program Leader; USDA-Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service; CSREES), Shawn Ramsey (Texas A&M University), Tim Ross (New Mexico State University), and Bret Taylor (USDA-ARS, US Sheep Experiment Station). 

Chairperson Meyer solicited for Agenda revisions.  Kim Chapman and Hudson Glimp requested to be added to and Bret Taylor requested the University of Wyoming be removed from (due to absence) the report presentation program.  The revised Agenda and Minutes (presented as a written document in the 2004 WCC-39 proceedings) of the previous meeting were accepted by general consent.

Chairperson Meyer called for the USDA-CSREES, Montana State University, North Dakota State University, New Mexico State University, Oregon State University, Prairie View A&M University, Texas A&M University, and University of Nevada reports at 13:30.  The reports were presented and summaries are included in the 2004 WCC-39 proceedings.  At the conclusion of the reports, Chairperson Meyer called for a brief recess at 16:30.

The meeting reconvened at 17:00 and Chairperson Meyer opened the floor for preliminary discussion concerning the 2005 – 2009 WCC-39 rewrite.  Larry Miller stated that the rewrite should include wording addressing further integration of extension and research, and transfer of information to the stakeholder.  Chairperson Meyer discussed the uniqueness of current WCC-39 in the areas of wool, range ecosystems and vegetative management, and goat production.  Rodney Kott and Hudson Glimp complimented the WCC-39’s commitment to vegetative management and rangeland ecosystems, and further suggested that more emphasis should be placed on such matters. Chairperson Meyer, Dick Battaglia, Rodney Kott, and Kim Chapman addressed the need to identify and delete objectives (subobjectives) that are no longer relevant, redundant, or too narrow in focus prior to adding or modifying.  The discussion was directed toward the purpose and goals of the WCC-39, and the number, profession type, and institution origin of the current and potential WCC-39 participants.  Bret Taylor requested clarification of the need for a sheep and goat WCC.  Larry Miller and Dick Battaglia stated that the WCC-39 was a forum for researchers and extension personnel to share and exchange information, not a research directive.  Tim Faller, Chairperson Meyer, Larry Miller, Tim Ross, Bret Taylor and Rodney Kott voiced their concerns of low participation from the western United States education/research institutions, and that during the re-write process, objectives should be presented in a way to encourage participation from a wider variety of disciplines and profession type (e.g., extension, education, etc.).  Dick Battaglia encouraged more effort be made to “recruit” or “invite” persons that would both contribute and benefit from the WCC-39.  Chairperson Meyer strongly agreed, but mentioned the limited success from previous invitation attempts.  Chairperson Meyer called for a recess at 18:00.  WCC-39 participants agree by general consent and Chairperson Meyer announced that the meeting would resume at 08:00, May 18, 2004.

The meeting was reconvened at 08:05 (PDT), May 18, 2004, and Chairperson Meyer called for the final reports from USDA-ARS Sheep Experiment Station, Texas A&M University, and Utah State University. The reports were presented and summaries are included in the 2004 WCC-39 proceedings.  At the conclusion of the reports, Chairperson Meyer called for a brief recess at 10:20.

At 10:45, the meeting was resumed and Chairperson Meyer opened the floor for officer nominations and called for a report from the nominating committee consisting of Shawn Ramsey and Tim Faller.  For Chairperson, Bret Taylor (USDA-ARS, Dubois, ID), and for Secretary, Chris Lupton (Texas A&M University, San Angelo, TX), were nominated.  After hearing no further nominations, Chairperson Meyer closed the floor for nominations.  Tim Ross moved that the nominees be accepted by acclimation and Shawn Ramsey seconded the motion.  All participants voted aye, none opposed.

Chairperson Meyer opened the floor for location nominations for the 2005 WCC-39 meeting.  Chris Lupton, Jackson Dzakuma, and Shawn Ramsey offered to host the meeting at the Prairie View and College Station campuses during or near the third week of May.  The participants accepted the offer by general consent.  Tim Faller requested that the 2006 meeting, generally joint with NC-190, be held in Denver, CO.  Larry Miller agreed to forward the request to the NC-190 participants during their June, 2004 meeting.

Chairperson Meyer opened the floor for discussion concerning the mandatory 2004 WCC-39 report to NIMSS.  Dick Battaglia and Larry Miller reminded the Chair and Secretary that the minutes were due within 60 days of the annual meeting.  Larry Miller instructed Bret Taylor that, in addition to the minutes, an annual report and updated participant list will need to be submitted.

Chairperson Meyer opened the floor for additional preliminary discussion concerning the 2005 – 2009 WCC-39 rewrite.  Larry Miller clarified that the final version of the rewrite will be due approximately 30 days following the May, 2005 meeting; final posting will be September 1, 2005.  Tim Ross, Tim Faller, Rodney Kott and Chairperson Meyer stated that the Description and Justification section should better describe the major past accomplishments and current cooperative projects between the WCC-39 participants.  Dick Battaglia suggested the USDA-Agricultural Research Service be included in any list referencing participating institutions.  Chairperson Meyer directed the discussion to the Objectives 1, 2 and 3, and suggested that an objective defining the coordination and dissemination of scientific findings to the stakeholders should be created.  Chris Lupton and Tim Ross suggested the merging of current Objectives 2 and 3 to eliminate the redundancy of “fiber” research objectives.  Chairperson Meyer, Dick Battaglia, Tim Faller and Jackson Dzakuma suggested using the word “Identify”, as opposed to “Improve”, to stay consistent with Objectives 1 and 3.  Jackson Dzakuma, Rodney Kott and Tim Faller stressed the importance of the objectives to emphasize multispecies animal production systems.  Prior to concluding the preliminary discussion, Chairperson Meyer reminded the participants of the May, 2005 rewrite deadline, and encouraged all participants to assist in the rewrite process throughout the year.

Chairperson Meyer opened the floor for participant list changes as well as suggestions for future invitees.  Among those mentioned to invite were Drs. Chris Schauer (North Dakota State University), Steve Seefeldt (USDA-ARS, US Sheep Experiment Station), Karen Launchbaugh (University of Idaho), Bret Olsen (Montana State University), and Bret Hess (University of Wyoming).

Bret Taylor move the meeting be adjourned and Shawn Ramsey seconded the motion.

All participants voted aye, none opposed.  The 2004 WCC-39 meeting was adjourned at 12:15, May 18, 2004.

In the afternoon, Hudson Glimp conducted an informative and enjoyable tour of the Rafter 7 Ranch.  He discussed the results of the University of Nevada Merino Sheep Breeding Project and other research and extension activities in which he is involved.

Accomplishments and Impacts

For Objective 1, descriptions of potential impacts and applications were presented addressing sheep grazing for control of alfalfa weevil (Montana State University), the Montana Sheep Institute (Montana State University), prescribed sheep and goat browsing for controlling conifer encroachment (Montana State University), multi-species grazing and single species grazing on leafy spurge infested rangeland: an eight year summary (North Dakota State University), and the effects of multi-species grazing on leafy spurge infested rangeland using twice-over rotation and season long grazing treatments (North Dakota State University).  For Objective 2, descriptions of potential impacts and applications were presented addressing the effects of progesterone therapy on embryonic survival and pregnancy rates in ewes (New Mexico State University), the incidence of Escherichia coli O157:H7 and salmonella in fecal, wool, and carcass samples in feedlot lambs (New Mexico State University), utilization of east Friesian breeding to increase lamb production (Organ State University), the genotype x environmental interactions in goats (Prairie View A&M University), the influence of feeding vitamin D3 aging on the tenderness of four lamb muscles (Texas A&M University), the effect of induced ovulation on pregnancy rate in laparoscopically artificially inseminated ewes using frozen semen (Texas A&M University), the time dependent distribution of selenium in growing wethers (USDA-ARS, US Sheep Experiment Station), growth and reproductive performance of ewe lambs implanted with zeranol after weaning but before sexual maturation (University of Wyoming), incidence of genetic susceptibility to scrapie in selected purebred and commercial flocks (University of Wyoming), differences in production traits between scrapie resistant and scrapie susceptible ewes (University of Wyoming), effect of selecting for scrapie resistance at codon 171 on ram performance and carcass quality (University of Wyoming), and  computer matching of digital images of retinal vascular patterns of sheep for animal verification (University of Wyoming).  For Objective 3, a report was presented addressing the Texas Rambouillet Superior Genetics, Inc.: a cooperative sheep breeding program (Texas A&M University).
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