Minutes for the WERA 058 Annual Business Meeting

1. Welcome remarks by Jyotsna Sharma

2. Appointment of the secretary for the meeting (Hokanson, U of MN)
3. Brief introduction of all attendees

4. Approval of old minutes from 18 July, 2008 
a. Moved to approve minutes (Graves, ISU)

b. Second to accept minutes (Klett, CSU)

Old Business

· None

New Business

· Stella Coakley

The new Administrator to WERA058 introduced herself and mentioned that this project will be up for renewal in September 2009. She suggested that the group should develop a draft of the renewal proposal by January 2009. A meeting in October 2008 (at the very beginning of the 2009 fiscal year) would help get this process started.

· Tom Bewick
· Presented the details on the USDA Specialty Crop Research Initiative (SCRI) and suggested that there are new opportunities for this group to pursue funding. Suggested the WERA 058 renewal could be written such that part or all could serve as a SCRI proposal for 2009.
· He also suggested that for the WERA058 project renewal process there will be higher scrutiny and a highly organized proposal and group would be required to obtain the approval. USDA does not simply approve projects because some people have come together to ask for money so they can travel. Substantial collaborative research and impacts are expected. 

· Tom also mentioned other funding opportunities such as NIFA, NRI, ICAPS to the group.

· He suggested that the Bioenergy and Biofuels areas (horticultural waste) will receive attention.

· Because WERA058 is already set up as a team, there might be opportunities to pursue funding by working within the group.

· Use the renewal proposal as an opportunity to organize WERA058 activities and possibly use the material as a grant proposal.

· Bill Hoffman

· Reinforced the idea that USDA will be scrutinizing the renewal proposals carefully and WERA058 should proceed accordingly.

· Impact statements would be useful to prepare.

· Future of the group – discussion pursued. Jyotsna Sharma led the discussion by proposing that smaller teams within WERA058 be organized for conducting targeted research on specific themes. Don Merhaut outlined several groups which could be formed within WERA058 by listing members with similar research interests under a few categories, e.g., water and nutrient management, breeding, etc. Stella Coakley, Bill Hoffman, and Tom Bewick agreed with this suggestion and supported its implementation.

· Functioning of the group – discussion pursued. Jyotsna Sharma led the discussion by mentioning that several members have not participated in the group over the past several years either by attending the meetings or by sending in their annual reports. Annual reports are mandatory for each member to prepare regardless of their physical presence at the annual meeting. However, the NIMSS site does not automatically remove the members who are not submitting annual reports. Tom Bewick and Bill Hoffman informed the group that non-participatory members should be automatically removed from the group and not receive funding. They will look into this matter with USDA/NIMSS.

· Meeting in October 2008 – Hannah Mathers agreed to take the lead in preparing a SCRI Research and Extension Planning Grant proposal, to be submitted by August 14th, 2008 on behalf of the WERA058 group and selected other academics and industry colleagues. She offered to host the Planning Meeting for WERA058 in Ohio in October 2008. Hannah  agreed to contact all members to identify suitable dates for the meeting. The renewal of WERA058 project must be discussed in depth at this meeting to facilitate the development of a draft by January 2009.
· New officers (2008-2009)

Chair – Stan Hokanson

Vice-Chair – Brian Maynard

Secretary – Hannah Mathers

· Bill Graves thanked the current WERA058 Board for organizing this meeting.
· For the record, the incoming chair, Stan Hokanson, thanks Jotsyna Sharma for her efforts on behalf of the group and for providing funding for room rentals and AV for this year’s meeting.

· Attendees presented research updates.

· Meeting was adjourned at 6.00 PM local time.

