Minutes of Annual Meeting held on 18 July, 2007
USDA, WERA-058 (Western Education/Extension and Research Activity): Production, Transition Handling, and Reestablishment of Perennial Nursery Stock

The Annual Business Meeting was held on Tuesday 18 July, 2007 at the Westin Resort in Scottsdale, Arizona (venue of 2007 ASHS annual meeting).  Chair Jyotsna Sharma brought the meeting to order at 05:30 PM local time.

Participants: 

· Cole, Janet – Oklahoma State University

· Harris, Roger – Virginia Tech

· Hensley, Dave – University of Arkansas

· Hokenson, Stan – University of Minnesota 

· Kjelgren, Roger – Utah State University

· Klett, Jim – Colorado State University

· Merhaut, Don – University of California-Riverside

· Mickelbart, Mike – Purdue University

· Neal, Cathy – University of New Hampshire

· Pemberton, Brent – Texas A&M University

· Pittenger, Dennis – University of California-Riverside

· Rowe, Brad – Michigan State University (Sub for Art Cameron)

· Sharma, Jyotsna – University of Florida (Chair)

· St. Hilaire, Rolston – New Mexico State University

The WERA-058 Annual Business:

1. Welcoming remarks by Jyotsna Sharma

2. Introduction of all attendees

Old Business

1. Thank you to Jyotsna Sharma and UF NFREC for hosting this meeting.

2. Election of New Officers – unanimous approval.

a. Chair: Jyotsna Sharma (2006-2008)

b. Vice-Chair: Stan Hokenson (2007-2008)

c. Secretary: Brian Maynard (2005-2008)

3. Approval of Old Minutes from 2 March, 2006

a. Minutes accepted.

4. Brian will prepare a WWW site for WERA-58 using information from NIMMS and link it to participant sites. – Brian Maynard was not present to provide an update.

5. 2007 WERA 058 Meeting: The meeting in 2007 was to be held in August in Oregon, but because James Altland is no longer in Oregon.
6. Group Secure Web Site: Jim Sellmer discussed setting up a secure PSU-ANGEL site of images and other materials that can be shared among participants. It would be a way of sharing proposals and linking participants. General interest expressed. Jim will set up a site. – Jim Sellmer was not present to provide an update.
New Business

1. Future meeting sites: Ohio and Oregon were suggested.  Because James Altland is not able to host in Oregon, an alternative member needs to be appointed to host the meeting in Oregon.  Alternatively, Hanna Mathers should be contacted for a meeting in Ohio.  Possibility of a future meeting at an international venue also was discussed, but the discussion was tabled until the next annual meeting.

2. Registration Fee: There is no registration fee being charged for this meeting as it is being held in conjunction with ASHS annual meeting.  

3. Research Summaries:

Cole, Janet – Oklahoma State University

- Effects of fungicides on control of anthracnose on wintercreeper eyonymus.

- Mancozeb appears to reduce disease symptoms while others proved less effective.

- Use of black plastic to grow containerized plants and periodic application of sodium hypochlorite were ineffective for reducing disease symptoms.

Harris, Roger – Virginia Tech

- Transplanting of large trees including posttransplant root and shoot growth in sugar maple.

- Testing the suitability of recommended rates for fertilization of red maple and littleleaf linden trees.

Hokenson, Stan – University of Minnesota 

- Plant breeding and cultivar development with rose, rhododendron, maple, wisteria, weigela, ribes, and spice bush.

- Plant disease research on rose and dogwood.

- Environmental stress research on birch, clethra, and weigela.

- this is the only public breeding program for woody plants in the US dedicated to breeding USDA plant hardiness zone 3-4 hardy landscape plant cultivars.

- the three rose releases are the only rose black spot race characterized rose cultivars in North America.

- Biofuel potential of alder species.

Kjelgren, Roger – Utah State University

- Water use by shade trees in contrasting humid and arid climates.  

- Cultivar development in a shrub (Eriogonum corymbosum) to Intermountain West.

- Free commercial and residential landscape irrigation system evaluations in the Salt Lake City region.

Klett, Jim – Colorado State University

- Evaluation of 50 new woody taxa, 25 herbaceous plants, and over 1300 annual flowers for use in western region.

- Plant water use studies for Kentucky bluegrass, Bluemist spiraea, common lilac, and three-leaf sumac.

- Drought tolerance studies for tall fescue, Kentucky bluegrass, and shrubs.

Merhaut, Don – University of California-Riverside

- Reduction of fertilizer runoff and leaching

- Water and nutrient use efficiency in crops

- Sustainable agriculture practices

Mickelbart, Mike – Purdue University

- Determination of factors resulting in bark cracking of ornamental woody species. (with Hannah Mathers, The Ohio State University).
- Continuing project, Evaluation of elms resistant to Dutch Elm Disease (with Cliff Sadof, Purdue Univ. Dept of Entomology).

- Identification and evaluation of cold hardy American snowbell (Styrax americanus) for landscape plantings in northern climates (with Sally Weeks, Purdue Dept of Forestry and Eric Oesterling, Penn State Extension Agent, Westmoreland Co., Pa.).
Neal, Cathy – University of New Hampshire

- Evaluation of fabric and plastic containers for production and over-wintering of containerized plants.

- Cold-hardiness of roots and shoots evaluated and also the carbohydrate analyses of root samples to assess stress physiology.

- Prototype insulating pot covers are being evaluated for increasing plant survival.

Pemberton, Brent – Texas A&M University

- Greenhouse and garden performance trials for bedding plants for the spring and fall seasons.

- New crops for mid-winter color market

- Disease resistant roses were added to the demonstration gardens.

- Disease control in geranium cuttings by using E-beam technology

- Effects of growth regulators on postharvest performance of greenhouse and woody taxa.

- Water use by ornamental species in a landscape by using soil moisture probes.

Rowe, Brad – Michigan State University (Sub for Art Cameron)

- Production and flowering of herbaceous perennials.

- Establishment of green roof technology.

- Production techniques for ornamental grasses.

- Michigan is now one of the leading states in the country in potted herbaceous perennial.

Sharma, Jyotsna – University of Florida (Chair)

- evaluation of nitrogen removal in a constructed wetland receiving nursery runoff.

- evaluation of macrophytes for nitrogen removal from nursery runoff.

- mycorrhizae of orchids and genetic structure of their populations.

St. Hilaire, Rolston – New Mexico State University

- Micropropagation protocol, drought, and salinity testing for maples.

- Water conservation in residential landscapes

- First annual symposium on efficient water use in urban landscapes.

Other New Business

Meeting adjorned at 8.15 PM local time.
