2006 IR-4 NCR Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, August 16, 2006
1) Attendees

2) Agenda Accepted as presented

3) 2005 Minutes – approved

4) Nominating

5) Awards – nominated Rich Zollinger to awards committee
6) Site – no committee needed, volunteered site: Fenville, MI (John Wise) time: week of August 13 (either beginning or end 2 days)
7) Award Presentations:


Dave Williams – IR-4 Meritorious Service Award


Jason Seward – IR-4 Technical Award (presented earlier)

8) Doug Buhler – no new is good news (unable to attend), but no problems to speak of.

9) HQ Report

Jerry Baron – ppt presentation:


What has IR-4 done recently? – Budget relatively flat.  105 trials roughly, 600 sites, 130 some crops.  991 clearances (clearance = ability to have a use registered) in 2005.  1014 clearances in 2004.  Pre 1996 clearances was less than 100 per year.  Since 1998, IR-4 has tried to match up losses listed in section 18’s to IR-4 clearances.  $12,589,000,000 Impact of section 18’s in the US (47 states involved).  Ornamental Horticulture Program – fastest growing segment in specialty crop industry, accounts for 33.6% of total specialty crop value at grower level.  Initially the ornamental program was only a crop safety program, now a combined crop safety and efficacy program.  Biopesticide program – direct funding of early / advanced stage projects ($3,525,000 Total to date).  New Demonstration program started in 2004 (funded in cooperation with EPA (BPPD), large scale field trials aimed at convincing growers that biopesticides in rotation with conventional materials do indeed work.  Crop Grouping Program – 2005 International Crop Grouping Consulting Committee representing 40 countries was held to foster global harmonization.  05/06 Petitions approved: bulb vegetables, berries/small fruits, edible fungi.  Crop Grouping packages under review include fruiting vegetables and oil seed crops.  Numerous groupings under preparation for 2006 submission.    



How did IR-4 do it? – Change at FUW: Between now and early September, look at the PCR book and nominate projects for extensive discussion at the workshop.  Only projects nominated in advance (or the morning of the meeting) will be discussed.  The remainder of the PCR’s will not be discussed.  New change – when IR-4 makes a tolerance petition submission to EPA, a copy of the final label must be attached.  This change is intended to help overcome the problem of new registrations not being adding to labels.  IR-4 consists of about 125 fte’s nationwide.  Presented budget and operational structure of IR-4.  Partnership with Canada (EPA accepts data from both sides of the border).


What is the Future? – Less support from Congress and more global competition.  Uncertain outlook for IR-4.  Less support from Congress, less support for land grant university system, less support from land grant universities, and more competitive funds.  Opportunities: public health focus (eat more fruit and vegetables), increased industry support, Bob Holm (ir4 executive director retires Sept. 1, Jerry Baron is the new exec. Director, Dan Kunkel becomes associate director, Van Starner becomes assistant director.  New IR-4 HQ offices.new address:  IR-4 Project HQ, 500 College Road East, Suite 201 W, Princeton NJ


IR-4 Initiatives:

1) Seed Technology Program – Established in 2005 with industry funding to develop efficacy data of potential seed treatments.

2) Global Harmonization Efforts – to facilitate export of commodities.  Not all countries, or EU are at the same pace as the US regarding establishment of tolerances.
3) Aquatic Herbicides – IR-4 Project Management Committee has endorsed IR-4 participation as long as new resources were provided to fund these activities; however to date, no new resources have been identified.

4) Will efficacy pilot program make a comeback? – Jerry answered likely not without new dollars (direction of the PMC).  

Sherri Novak

State report cards – What IR-4 does for your state.  Sherri is willing to work with any state in developing a state specific report card for your own printing and use.  
10) NCR Leader Laboratory Reports

a) Bob Hollingworth - handed out the 2005-2006 annual report – closing of ND lab and move to new buildings at MSU.  Biopesticide program – MSU had a large % of the biopesticide total and encourages other states to look at submitting in the future.  Q/A is very overloaded, desire to make changes to North Dakota/South Dakota which has both regions 5 and 7 – possibly some sort of centralized research center.  Pilot Pen – has been working out better than anyone previously thought (not necessarily easier for field personnel, but easier for preparation of reports.  Budget for the region should remain relatively stable.  Bob Hollingworth retires officially as of Dec. 31, 2006.  Bob will continue to remain regional director for 3 more years.  Discussion about whether to keep current award structure (technical service, meritorious service award) or to simply role the two awards together.  Discussion tended to support the current system.  

b) Satoru Miyazaki – Reported on regional IR-4 activities summarized in the NCR report.  


c) Wayne Jiang (Regional Leader Lab) – Relocation of lab facility in April 2005.  Decommission of NDSU satellite lab (March 31, 2005).  Visit of WI ginseng growers group (June 2006).  Visit of new SD Debbie Carpenter.  LAB   2005 – initiated 131 projects, completed 64 projects.  2006 – initiated 79 projects, completed 0 to date.


d) Michael Chen (Q/A) – Workload is increased because of a greater number of FRD’s.  E-pen number of trials for field portion has increased substantially in 2006
11) NCR Field Research Center Reports


a)   MSU campus – Bernie Zandstra


E-pen – going very well, appears to be very useful friendly.  23 total projects.  Weather issues – extreme flooding on muck location (6 inches in 3 days).  Payment of rent for land is now required on all MSU experiment station land.  Crops overall look good, timely rain, etc.  New labels: expanded Dual label, reflex snap bean and dry bean label, accent on sweet corn, lorox on cilantro.  Starting to see the fruits of the labor in new labels.

b) MSU Fennville – John Wise



Received a grant to construct a new facility to use for GLP research.  


c) Wisconsin – Dan Heider



24 total projects consisting of vegetable and field crops.  E-pen project was dropped, so WI to date has not done one of the E-pen projects.  Weather was highly variable with drought in some areas and excessive hail/moisture in others, but IR-4 project locations generally safe.  Comments on the difficulties in receiving IR-4 test substances w/o expiration dates, coa, missing information, etc.  Need to relay to companies the importance of supplying good information up front to help reduce our workload.

d) Illinois – Dave Williams



Activities from a copy of Dave’s report are inserted below.  Traveling display that is used at a number of field days, etc.  Making great strides to catching up on moving data to the Regional Coordinator.  Received some ARS $’s to add 40 new rolling greenhouse benches to their facility.  Concerned about the future of ornamental centers – Would like to see Centers projects assigned, and have independent researchers request projects.  Tremendous influx of new crops (primarily herbaceous tropical ornamentals being grown as annuals).  Most are tissue culture grown so they bypass APHIS quarantine
North Central Region IR-4 Ornamental Crop Research Center Report

2005-2006

Activities:  Research center staff attended IR-4 Ornamentals workshop and the North Central Regional meeting.  The staff also setup and staffed displays regarding Research Center activities at the Illinois State Nurserymen’s Association annual meeting, the Illinois Landscape Contractor’s Field Day and the Chicago Flower Show.  IR-4 research was also presented at the Annual University of Illinois Landscape Research Field Day in Urbana.  It was attended by more than 300 industry and industry representatives.

Projects:  

I.  Postemergence grass herbicides: 

Research reports were completed for 24 ornamental grass postemergence herbicide projects.  Eight grass taxa were treated with the herbicides clopyralid, 2,4-D and dicamba.

II. Super A Mogetan

There were 26 Super A projects with Mogetan 25WP.

	Achillea millifolium

	Agastache spp. 

	Amelanchier spp.

	Berberis spp.

	Buddleaia davidii

	Buxus sp

	Clethra alnifolia

	Cotoneaster spp.

	Deutzia spp.

	Echinacea spp.

	Euonymus radicans

	Euonymus spp.

	Heuchera sanguinea

	Hydrangea spp.

	Lavandula angustafolia

	Leucanthemum spp.

	Leucothoe spp.

	Magnolia grandiflora

	Magnolia virginiana

	Magnolia x soulangiana

	Pennisetum alopecuroides

	Pennisetum spp.

	Perovskia spp.

	Rosa spp.

	Schizachyrium scoparium

	Syringa spp.


  All of these products are container grown nursery crops.  Half of them were conducted at the University of Illinois landscape Horticulture Research Center and the others were conducted at a commercial nursery.

III. Super A Preemergence for Herbaceous Perennials

There were Super A projects preemergence projects Pendulum, Pennant Magnum, and Snapshot on 15 species of herbaceous perennials.
	Latin Name

	Agastache spp. 

	Asceplias tuberosa

	Aster ericoides

	Astilbe spp.

	Athyrium nipponicum

	Bergenia cordifolia

	Dianthus deltoides

	Echinacea spp.

	Heuchera sanguinea

	Iris spp.

	Lantana

	Phlox

	Phormium spp. - dwarf hybrids

	Rosa

	Veronica spicata


IV. Growth regulator Projects:  

Projects are currently being conducted as part of a Master’s Degree candidate’s research.  Products being studied include GA4-7, 6-benzyladenine and combinations of these two compounds.

12) State Reports


a) North Dakota (Richard Zollinger) – talk about moving all of North Dakota’s projects to fargo to help reduce the amount of Q/A needed.  A number of past IR-4 projects now have labels in ND.

b) Ohio (Doug Doohan) – Cool growing season with substantial storms.  Muck growers have made up to some extent with improved price.  Kasey Koy will not be involved in IR-4 work in the future, however OSU administration wishes to maintain IR-4 research.  


c) Indiana (Al York) – Good growing season.  Mint production is down, price is up so acreage will likely increase.  Massive dairy increases have driven increases in corn acreage.  Soybean acreage is up due to 2 large bio fuel facilities being built.  Grape acreage is still increasing.  Organic production continues to increase.

Adjourn

Thursday, August 17, 2006
13) NCR priorities - Deadline for project nominations to be considered at FUW is Sept. 6.  

14) Discussion Topics:
A priorities = 12 / discipline.  Discussion that earlier years with 15 A’s, left everyone feeling like they went away with something for their clientele.  
Upgrades - Upgrades have really helped to guarantee that each region gets something they are really after.  Regional upgrades (3 per region) are based on strength of supporting data.  Discussion revolved that a conference call should be utilized to decide which projects will be upgraded.  Decided that Satoru will utilize conference call if there are greater than 3 regional upgrade requests.  National upgrades = 10 total with no alliance among disciplines.

Additional discussion that regional director and regional coordinator will make effort to encourage representation from currently unrepresented states in the region.

Also discussed that we need to get more Plant Pathologists involved in the region.  Decided that at a minimum, hosting state will make extra effort to have involvement of each of their disciplines.
2006 NCR Liason Committee Officers

A. York – Chairperson

R. Zollinger – Vice Chairperson

D. Heider – Secretary

15) Nominating Committee – Dan Heider & Doug Doohan


Nomination: Secretary – John Wise

16) Awards Nominations

Meritorious Service


Mary Hausbeck - MSU


Doug Doohan – OSU

Technical Service


Sylvia Morse - MSU


Terry Davis – MSU

Future Meetings
2007 – Fennville, MI

2008 – National liaisons meeting in which the NCR liaisons will have a separate breakout meeting.  Target date of late winter, early spring 2008.
Adjourn

Respectfully submitted – Daniel J. Heider
