Minutes

North Central Region IR4/SAES Liaison Conference

Cornhusker Marriot Hotel, Lincoln, Nebraska

August 9-10, 2005
August 9, 2005
Doug Doohan called the meeting to order at 1:10 pm.  Minutes were taken by Rich Zollinger.  It was announced that travel flights were delayed for Jerry Baron and he will not attend.

1. Attendance:

Miyazaki, Satoru MSU

ncrir4@msu.edu
Hollingworth, Bob, MSU

rmholl@msu.edu
Michael Chen, MSU

chenzho@msu.edu
Jiang, Wayne, MSU

jiangwa@msu.edu
Olsen, Larry, MSU


olsenl@msu.edu
Starner, Van, IR-4


starner@aesop.rutgers.edu
Doohan, Doug, OSU (Chair)
doohan.1@osu.edu
Kamble, Shripat, UN

skamble1@unl.edu
Zollinger, Rich, NDSU

r.zollinger@ndsu.edu
Anderson, Diane, IL

cdianea@uiuc.edu
York, Alan, Purdue


ayork@purdue.edu
Clay, Sharon, SDSU

sharon.clay@sdstate.edu
Howlett, Lori, UN
 

lhowlett1@unl.edu
Heider, Dan, WI


djheider@wisc.edu
2.  Doug Doohan presented the Agenda, which was approved with a welcome to Nebraska by our host Shripat Kamble.
3. The minutes of the 2004 meeting were approved as distributed.

4. Operating Committees

a. Doug Doohan and Dan Heider will serve as the Nominating Committee.

b. Satoru Miyazaki and Shripat Kamble will serve as the Awards Committee.

c.   Bob Hollingworth will serve as the Chair of the Site Committee.
5. IR-4 Award Presentations

a. Sharon Clay, SDSU received the IR-4 Region Meritorious Service Award.

b. Lori Howlett received the IR-4 Technical Service Award.
6. IR-4 Headquarters Report was given by Van Starner by PowerPoint. Some topics presented were a review of U.S. specialty crop economics, partnerships with IR-4 (chemical industry and biopesticide companies), impact of PRIA on IR-4, future challenges (less new products), commodity liaison committee, partnerships with EPA (3 year workplan and 30 month timeline – 3,499 clearances in last 5 years), California Dept of Pesticide Regulation, Canadian Pesticide Management Regulatory Agency, IR-4 track record (1014 clearances in 2004), Section 18 registrations (1998-2003 = savings of $7.486 B), other programs: ornamentals, biopesticides, methyl bromide alternatives, crop grouping, data mining, pilot efficacy, electronic pen program, aquatic herbicide program, seed treatment program.
A short PowerPoint addressing the IR-4 Ornamental Horticulture Program was quickly viewed. 

Larry Olsen of the North Central IPM Center presented an update on goals, objectives, and funding of the Center.  He handed out different brochures relating to the mission, purpose, and impacts of the NC IPM Center. Brochures attached.
7. NCR Leader Laboratory Reports

a. Bob Hollingworth handed out the IR-4 2004-2005 Annual Report. He anticipated the next IR-4 budget would remain flat for FY 2006, IR-4 will propose a modest increase in the Strategic Plan through 2008, there will again be 3 regional upgrade slots for the NC Region at the Food Use Workshop, FQPA pesticide registration review will begin in 2007, the IR-4 NC Region Research Center at MSU was relocated to the Michigan Biotechnology Institute building, the ND IR-4 Satellite Laboratory was decommissioned, and IR-4 personnel changes in SD, WI, and MSU. Report attached. Important dates to note Food Use Workshop, Sept. 13-15, San Diego.  Feb. 28-Mar. 2 – IR-4 National Education Conf. (Phoenix, AZ).
b. Satoru Miyazaki reviewed information from the handout, that all 2004 field reports have been reviewed and forwarded to QA, and 2005 reports are not yet coming in, efficacy and phytotoxicity studies will be added to state IR-4 field researcher’s load, and there is still $2,000 grant money available for each state IR-4 liaison.  
c. Wayne Jiang reported the MSU Lab was moved to a different location which resulted in a 3 month down time but is back up and running, the ND Satellite Lab was decommissioned which resulted in greater work load for the MSU Lab, the Lab passed a facility inspection, and they expect a slight increase in total number of studies and work load in the future. All information is contained in the Annual Report handed out.

d. Michael Chen reported information contained on pages 2 to 3 on the Annual Report handout.
8. Field Research Center Reports

a. No MSU campus report due to the absence of Bernie Zandstra. Satoru briefly reviewed information on page 4 of the Annual Report.
b. No MSU Fennville report due to the absence of John Wise.

c. U. of Wisconsin: Dan Weider reported that Jeff Wyman had retired but his position will be filled, that Jed Calhoun (Oregon) was hired to replace Larry Binning’s position, that Jerry Doll’s position will be filled, and that another technical person will be hired to work in the fruit crops area. The center will increase its long-term capabilities for quality IR-4 research.

d. U. of Illinois: Diane Anderson (technical support person for the Illinois IR-4 program) reported for Dave Williams (in Ireland). She handed out a 1 page summary written by Dave Williams. She highlighted that facility upgrades were a new irrigation system, a third greenhouse is planned for construction in 2006, a 2005 research projects with Mogeton herbicide.
9.  State Liaison Reports

a.  Nebraska: Bob Wilson does an excellent job in IR-4. More acreage in strawberries, apple and grape acreage is steady, more interest in chickpea, chicory, white corn and ethanol. There is a possibility of dry beans grown in Nebraska being sold to Cuba.
b.  South Dakota: Very dry in the west. Wine production is becoming established. The largest ethanol plant is under production in Brookings. Flax acreage has decreased to less than 1,000 acres. Sunflower and safflower acreage is holding steady. A problem in getting gramoxone chemical in time to spray for the millet project caused some anxiety. The three main herbicides used in Roundup Ready soybeans are glyphosate, more glyphosate, and Trifluralin. There is shortage of conventional corn seed. Gary Lemme is the new Dean of the college and Kevin Gephart is the VP for Research and Dean of the Graduate School. More concern with Roundup resistant common lambsquarters and common water hemp which can produce 1 million seeds per plant. There has been an increased emphasis on pulses (field pea and dried pea, chick peas, lentils) and oil seeds.

c.  Ohio: Similar weather as what was reported in Indiana. Good IR-4 pilot insecticide efficacy project participation. There is good support for IR-4 center in Wooster. Cropping situation generally stable but horticultural crops acreage fluctuating. The agricultural department will lose 6 faculty from retirements and some positions will likely not be filled. The Governor desires to make the Ohio State University a cutting edge research institution using the 3rd Frontier Program. $11.4 m in grants were administered through the OBIC program. One focus of the money is greater soybean utilization through polymers. Concerns for ALS resistant and glyphosate resistant weeds continue.
d.  North Dakota: Janet Knodel is the new Extension Entomologist and Curt Lee will assume IR-4 field trials to be done in western ND. There is more interest in oil seeds and pulses.  ND carried out several IR-4 trials for six projects in ’05.  Soybean acreage (mostly Round-up ready) has increased from 800,000 acres to 4 million acres in four years lowering acreage of wheat and minor crops. Canola acreage has increased to approximately 3.5 million acres of canola.  RUR alfalfa will also increase.
e.  Illinois: No report given.

f.  Indiana: Good weather to start crop production but then turned very dry in some parts of the state. Yields are estimated to be average. No change in acreage of minor crops and some sunflower, grapes for wine with >20 wineries in the state. There is continued interest in organic farming. It was reported that the largest milk production dairy in the world is in Indiana (~29,000 cows).

 g.  Michigan: Phytophthora is a serious problem in pickles, vegetable crops and stays in the soil for many years which creates problems in the length of crop rotation. Mary Hausbeck is GLP certified and has done an excellent job with the ginseng studies. Blueberry acreage is down. The cherry crop was frosted but a good crop is expected. There is a labor shortage with migrants being sent back to Mexico but returning to MI quickly.
h.
Wisconsin: Very dry conditions exist where only 0.1 inches of rain has occurred the last six weeks from June through July. Minor crops include peas, beans and sweet corn for processing. A huge increase in the fresh market for vegetables has occurred. Minor crop acreage has held steady and a possibility of onions production may move in.
10.  Operating Committee Reports

Nominating Committee:  Dan Heider was elected as Secretary for 2006
Site Committee:  Wooster, OH (tentative dates: Aug 8-9) was chosen for the 2006 Meeting. Start time will be 8:00 am on the 8th possibly visiting an Amish group in the evening of the 8th and an organic farm on the evening of the 9th.
Awards Committee:

Meritorious Service nominations:  Dave Williams (IL), Casey Hoy (OSU), Brian Jenks (NDSU)

Technical Service nominations:  Jason Seward (MSU), Sima Kumar (MI), Sylvia Moise (MSU)

11. Discussion Topics - none
The meeting was adjourned with a group dinner to follow that evening.
August 10, 2005 (Day 2)

Meeting reconvened at 8:00 am

Satoru handed out a list of IR-4 projects that are relevant to the NC region. The list of projects was reviewed with the intention of agreeing on research priority for projects.  These projects were reviewed and only those with high group support were projects discussed. A discussion developed concerning the attempts at increasing the efficiency of the meeting of the IR-4 Food Use Workshop in September.  State Liaisons should know who will be attending the workshop and communicate state needs to them prior to the meeting.  Satoru will communicate with all cooperators as to who plans to attend the workshop.  Liaisons were asked to communicate to Satoru the identity of those researchers interested in conducting efficacy research. IR-4 state liaisons should come to the next NC Regional meeting with efficacy/phyto projects to discuss for possible IR-4 funding.
A discussion developed on different aspects of the Food Use Workshop and a different way or more equitable way to prioritize projects. 
Several recommendations were made to IR-4 headquarters to help liaisons with the prioritization process. Those members of IR-4 headquarters and the NC Regional Administrative team asked that these recommendations be sent to them and they will be discussed with Jerry Baron and others.

The following is a list of recommendations:

1. It is recommended that a form defining the prioritization and category codes and other information (i.e., what do the numbers after “residue data sites” mean, etc.) be included with the booklet used at the food use workshop. A form with this information was included several years ago.
2. It is recommended to have the list of crop groups/subgroups with rep crops available with the booklet used at the food use workshop.

3. It is recommended that state liaisons identify and submit efficacy projects for IR-4 funding at the food use workshop (~$25,000 for efficacy studies of  special importance to the NC region and ~$200 k for the U.S.)

4. It is recommended that for all IR-4 projects discussed at the food use workshop all registered pesticides for the pest(s) to be controlled be listed on the printout. This will help in the prioritizing process and determining the need for each use relative to other projects.
Additionally, it is recommended that IR-4 state liaisons sit in close proximity at the food use workshop to strengthen our attempts to get an A priority on projects relevant to the NC region or to get an upgrade from a B to an A.

It is recommended that IR-4 state liaisons come to the next regional meetings with efficacy/phytotoxicity studies to discuss for IR-4 funding.

Any mistakes, omissions, or misinterpretations are solely the fault of the secretary.

Respectfully submitted, 

Rich Zollinger, Secretary 

