Minutes of the W-1181 Multistate Committee Meeting
University of Nevada, Reno

January 5, 2006
W-1181: Modifying Milk Fat Composition for Improved Nutritional and Market Value

Members present: Lance Baumgard, Ed DePeters, Tilak Dhiman, Richard Erdman, Vivek Fellner, Mark McGuire, Ronald Pardini, and David Schingoethe. Also attending were Erin Mosely and Aileen Keating.

The annual meeting of W-1181 was called to order by chairperson Lance Baumgard at 8:15 a.m.

First order of business was to select a secretary. Dave Schingoethe nominated Ed DePeters with a general second by the remaining members. Ed agreed to serve as secretary. Dave then informed the group that this meant that Ed would be chair for next year’s meeting. Ed requested a recount on the secretary vote, but the requested was denied. 

The committee reviewed and unanimously accepted the minutes of last year’s meeting.

The group had a general discussion about next year’s meeting. Most members felt that the value of the meeting was “beyond the reports”. The discussions that occurred around the reports were of most value to all members. 

How do we improve attendance at the meeting was discussed. Each member agreed that he/she would work to convince others of the importance in attending the meeting. A goal is to increase attendance at next year’s meeting. 
The group discussed how we can get participation of colleagues from food science. This has been an ongoing point of discussion for years. On occasion we have had a food scientist attend the annual meeting, but it is rare for the person to attend another meeting. Food scientists tend to be funded well by dairy check-off funding so many do not see a benefit to attending the W-1181 meetings. There was no proposed course of action.

The group would like to have a speaker at next year’s annual meeting, possibly two speakers. Mark suggested that we invite Stu Patton to talk about the history of milk fat. Ed agreed to approach Joe O’Donnell of the CA Dairy Research Foundation for funding to support travel and a small honorarium. Lance suggested that we also contact some companies with fat supplements to support speaker travel. If Stu agreed to speak, he would be the lead for day 1 in the morning. A second speaker on a research topic would be selected for the afternoon program. Mark suggested a presentation by Peter Moate on the fat submodel. Mark will be asked to talk with Moate about providing a presentation. 
The committee emphasized the goal of more graduate student and post-doc participation. Erin Mosely who is completing her doctoral dissertation with Mark attended the meeting and presented the report from Idaho. Aileen Keating, a post doc, represented John Kennelly and the University of Alberta and the University of Vermont. 

Ron had some opening remarks. In Washington DC there have been discussions to reduce funding support of the Ag Experiment Stations. One proposal would cut funding 50% in the first year and initiate a competitive grant funding structure. Funding to Exp Stations would be reduced to 0% in the second year. The proposal would establish an Institute of Agricultural Research, somewhat like the NIH structure, and involve intramural, extramural, and land grant support. Everything is under discussion and regardless, expect probable changes.
Ron emphasized that our W-1181 report must show impact. Impacts to science, stakeholders (e.g. dairy producers, feed industry, etc.) and the discipline are what the group needs to demonstrate. It is also important to emphasize collaborative efforts in the report. Impact can also include outreach activities, for example, (1) presenting research related to W-1181 at field days, (2) presentations to companies, and (3) presentations at nutrition conferences. These activities are demonstrations of transferring information from research activities of W-1181.

Lance will be preparing the annual report in the near future. Everyone please send information to Lance as soon as possible about

1. collaboration. For example, Rich mentioned that Maryland is working with Juan Loor at Illinois, and Vivek at North Carolina State University is working with Tom Jenkins at Clemson. Another example of interchange is Erin Mosely who did her M.S. with Tom Jenkins and then completed her Ph.D. with Mark McGuire at University of Idaho. Are there other examples that members can send to Lance?

2. outreach activities. Everyone in the group has given a presentation somewhere that would qualify.

3. trans fatty acid position letter. One of the members needs to find the trans fatty acid letter sent from W-181 to the FDA. This letter can be used to demonstrate that our committee was involved in the final decision made on trans fatty acid labeling. For example, as Mark pointed out, cis trans isomers of C18:2 are not included in the trans labeling so consideration was given to the fact that not all trans fatty acids are alike.

Station reports began at 9 a.m. Copies of reports were distributed by each presenter. Don Bietz also sent a report, but he could not attend. Submitting annual reports is important since each Ag Experiment Station is receiving funding for the activities. It would be helpful if everyone submitted their reports electronically to Lance Baumgard. If any member is interested in receiving a copy of a specific station report, Lance can distribute it.
  9:00 a.m. Lance Baumguard, University of Arizona

10:05 a.m. Erin Mosely, University of Idaho

10:40 a.m. Aileen Keating, University of Alberta/University of Vermont

11:30 a.m. Rich Erdman, University of Maryland

Noon – 1:30 p.m Lunch

1:40 p.m. Vivek Fellner, North Carolina State University

2:30 p.m. Dave Schingoethe, South Dakota State University

2:55 p.m. Tilak Dhiman, Utah State University

3:45 p.m. Ed DePeters, University of California

4:15 p.m. end of station reports
4:30 p.m. General discussion

Mark volunteered to write a proposal that would compare methodology at various stations. Details are yet to be worked out. As an example, milk fat or butter samples would be sent from Idaho to any station willing to participate. Each station would perform a fatty acid analysis on each sample and send their results back to Mark. This would, for example, allow a comparison of methods. Methylated samples might also be exchange among participants. Another option is for interested participants to collect one or two butter samples from their region and send them to Mark for distribution. This would compare methodology and evaluate regional differences in fatty acids within butter. Mark will distribute the proposal and any station member interested in participating should contact Mark. Mark also agreed to prepare the draft of the publication summarizing the findings of the study. This activity would demonstrate collaboration and hopefully prominently highlight W-1181 in the title.  

The group discussed again having a speaker. If any members have suggestions for a speaker, please let Ed know. 

Ron again emphasized that our annual report address impact. Think impact to “cows, society, and environment”. 

The group decided to meet for dinner at 6:30 p.m. at a Basque restaurant – Don Palmquists’ favorite place to eat. 

Meeting next year will be January 4 & 5, 2007 at University of Nevada, Reno. More information will follow later. We hope to improve participation next year.

There were no further discussions. The group decided business was completed and therefore it was not necessary to meet January 6. At 5:45 p.m. Mark McGuire made a motion that the 2006 Annual Meeting of W-1181 adjourn, second by Dave Schingoethe, and unanimously approved by the committee.

Respectfully submitted,

Edward J. DePeters

Secretary
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