FIGURE 1. Mississippi and Atchafalaya River Basin (MARB) in the USA and the general location of the hypoxic
zone in the Gulf of Mexico — to the southwest of New Orleans (map source: USEPA)
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The size of the area of bottom-water hypoxia (dissolved oxygen less than 2 mg I*) for 1985-2023 in square kilometers.
“nd” indicates no data—a year without a completely mapped area or no mid-summer shelf wide cruise (1989 & 2016).
The area for 1988 is minimal and not visible on the graph.
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Data Source: Nancy N. Rabalais, LSU & LUMCON and R. Eugene Turner, LSU Funding Source: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Centers
for Coastal Ocean Science Hypoxia Action Plan goal for reduced size is shown on the histogram along with the 5-year running average. Read the 2008 Gulf
Hypoxia Action Plan online. |

FIGURE 2. Size of the hypoxic zone in the Gulf of Mexico from 1985-2023 (source: N.N. %g,bgl,aj,g, Louisiana
Universities Marine Consortium, http://www.gulfhypoxia.net/, R.E. Turner, Louisiana State University. Funded by:
NOAA, map originating from: https://www.epa.gov/ms-htf/northern-gulf-mexico-hypoxic-zone.




