Minutes: NC-1016

June 21, 2005

Boardwalk Hotel

Las Vegas, NV  

Vice-Chairman Parcell called the second meeting of NC-1016, “Economic Assessment of Changes in Trade Arrangements, Bio-Terrorism Threats and Renewable Fuels Requirements on the U.S. Grain and Oilseed Sector (formerly NCT 195 and NC-224)” to order at 3:15 p.m. on June 21, 2005.  Where known, Vice-Chairman Parcell identified the status of the members of the committee and the reasons for their absences from the meeting. Members of NC-1016, their institutional affiliations and their attendance status at this meeting is as follows: 

	Name
	Institution
	Status
	Attendance Status

	Alexander, Corrine
	Purdue
	
	Absent

	Allen, Albert            
	Mississippi State University
	
	Present

	Conley, Dennis M. 
	University of Nebraska
	
	Absent

	Crooks, Anthony “Tony” 
	USDA. Rural Development. 
	
	Present

	Fruin, Jerry
	University of Minnesota
	
	Absent. Family matters arose to preclude attendance.

	Gallagher, Paul
	Iowa State University 
	
	Absent.

	Gauthier, Wayne M.
	LSU Agricultural Center
	(S)
	Present.

	Houston, Jack E.
	University of Georgia
	
	Present at WCC-72. Communications failure regarding meeting led to an early departure.

	Kenkel, Phil
	Oklahoma State University
	
	Present at WCC-72. 

	Larson, Donald W.
	Ohio State University
	
	Absent. 

	Martin, Marshall
	Purdue University
	(AA)
	Absent.

	Parcell, Joe
	University of Missouri
	(VC)
	Present.

	Turvey, Calum G.  “Cal”
	Rutgers University
	
	Absent

	Wailes, Eric
	University of Arkansas
	(C)
	Absent. Traveling in Belgium.

	Wilson, William “Bill”
	North Dakota State University
	Absent
	Absent. Traveling Out of USA.


AA = Administrative Adviser
 C = Chairman VC= Vice ChairmanS= Secretary-Treasurer


1. NC-1016 minutes of October 27-29, 2004 were approved by voice vote. 

2.  The four members of the committee present voted to assess a fifty dollar $50 registration fee.  Since the meeting followed the conclusion of the WCC-72 (Western Coordinating Committee on Agribusiness) meeting, there were no expenses incurred for NC-1016. 
3. Members were reminded of the request by WCC-72 officers that they request permission of their experiment station or extension directors of becoming members of WCC-72. 

4. Former chairman Allen reviewed the contents of the 2004 annual report that he intended to submit to our administrative adviser Martin through Chairman Wailes for subsequent input into the NIMISS system. Recall that this report documents work accomplished under both NCT-195, a Multi-state Research  Coordinating Committee / Information Exchange Group, and NC-1016. The work identifies 61 publications, 40 presentations and grants awards approaching $2.5 million dollars. 

5. With respect to old business, Allen identified the need to continue the efforts to develop the questionnaire on bio-terrorism even as those efforts are constrained by underlying observations advanced during the WCC-72 meetings. Those observations included the recognition that “dilution is the resolution” and “one wants to be careful about giving one’s enemies ideas”. The first observation is attributed to Kenkel who made it during the course of a presentation to WCC-72 and has reference to the fact that it would be not only impractical but also most imprudent to commit resources to try to protect all U.S. grain against a terrorist’s attack. The argument is that it would be more effective to commit resources once the attack had been mounted as the widespread distribution of both resources and grain offers built-in protection through diffusion. Allen noted that there was a commitment to create a questionnaire, but designing that questionnaire so as to extract information from private firms in the current environment was proving to be as much or more of a challenge as creation of the questions to be asked. 

6. Published works as well as memorandums having implications for bio-terrorism and the grain trade were overviewed. These included:  
a. Homeland Security Presidential Directive/ HSPD-9 “Defense of United States Agriculture and Food” issued January 30, 2004 and included in Homeland Security Presidential Directives 1-13, President George W. Bush  As of May 31, 2005.
b. Tweeten, Luther. Terrorism, Radicalism, and Populism in Agriculture. Iowa State Press. 2003.
c. Nganje, William, W.W. Wilson, and James Nolan. “Agro-terrorism and the Grain Handling Systems in Canada and the United States”. Current. 2004. Number 5, pp. 148-159. www.CAFRI.org.

d. Field, Kelly. “Federal Officials Ask National Academy of Scientists Not to Publish Paper on Bio-terrorism”. The Chronicle of Higher Education. June 6, 2005. 

7. In keeping with the commitment to promote interactions with other groups, the next meeting is scheduled in conjunction with the Food Distribution Society’s meeting of October 15-19, 2005 in Washington, D.C. Members thought it best to plan for an initial meeting on Sunday, October 16 between 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. If additional time is necessary for NC-1016’s work, then a second meeting can be held on Tuesday, October 18, 2005. Crooks volunteered to coordinate with Wysocki regarding access to a meeting room on Sunday and with reserving, if necessary, a USDA meeting room on Tuesday for NC-1016. 

8. Vice-Chairman Parcell adjourned the meeting at 4:05 p.m. on June 21, 2005.

Respectfully Submitted,

Wayne M. Gauthier

Secretary-Treasurer  
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