Minutes from the 2005 Annual Meeting of the WERA-72

Dates:  June 20 and 21, 2005

Location: Boardwalk Hotel and Casino, Las Vegas, NV

Presiding Chair:  Cheryl Wachenheim, Associate Professor, North Dakota State University

On Monday, June 20, at 8am, the meeting began with a welcome and opening comments by the Chair, and the appointment of a nomination committee.  Those appointed to the committee were Albert “Chico” Allen, Chair, Jon Phillips and Al Wysocki.  The committee was charged to fill a slate of candidates for Treasurer, Secretary, and Communications Officer, to be voted upon by the body during the Business Meeting the next day.

The meeting progressed as planned in the program until the next day (see attachment).  Following lunch on Tuesday, June 21, the Chair called the body to order at 1:10 in order to conduct our annual business meeting.  The following items were discussed.
1. The minutes from the previous year’s meetings were approved as submitted.

2. The nominating committee submitted a slate of candidates. Each was elected by unanimous consent of the body.  Those elected are,

a. William Nganje, North Dakota State University, Secretary

b. Sue Hine, Colorado State University, Treasurer

c. Conrad Lyford, Texas Tech University, Communications Officer

3. Treasurer’s Report was presented by Al Wysocki.  He reported a beginning balance (pre-annual meeting) of $8,313, and an anticipated balance, post-meeting of $10, 160, pending final billing by the hotel for incidentals.  He also reported that the hotel is slated for tear-down within the next 24 months. The hotel management has offered some reassurances that the hotel will still be in operation through next June.  Al proposed and the body passed a motion that, pending availability, we will meet at the same hotel in June, 2006.
4. Special Item #1 – Peter Goldsmith led a discussion about the possibility of creating a scholarship in honor of the memory of Max Wortman, long-time supporter of the organization.  This scholarship would be for graduate students to come to the WERA meetings, and most likely would be merit-based, awarded to the best paper proposal made by a graduate student.  A committee was formed and charged to report back to the Executive Committee by September 1, 2005 with a proposal for this scholarship. Chris Peterson, Michigan State, Jon Phillips, Cal-Poly-Pomona and Neal Hooker, Ohio State, volunteered to serve on this committee, which will be chaired by Peter Goldsmith, Illinois U. 
5. Special Item #2 – Cheryl Wachenheim led a brief discussion about the possibility of creating an annual award to recognize outstanding work (research, presentation, published journal article, etc.) by the membership.  William Nganje volunteered to work with Cheryl to draft a proposal to the Executive Committee, to be submitted by October 1, 2005.
6. The Chair led a discussion to determine the date for next year’s meetings.  Given that IAMA is already scheduled for June 10-13, 2006 and the Western Ag Econ meetings are set for June 28-30, 2006, the body tentatively set the dates for our 2006 meetings as June 18 to 20, 2006.

7. The Chair reminded the membership that all participants needed to report their research, teaching and outreach activities for 2004/05 to Cheryl Wachenheim by September 1, 2005.  She needs this information to complete the WERA-72 annual report.

8. James Sterns led a brief discussion on the desire by the Executive Committee to document some of the early history of the organization.  Sterns will distribute by email further elaboration of this issue.

9. James Sterns led a brief discussion on the need for those attendees who worked at Land Grants to get registered as “Appendix E participants.” He will distribute an email to detail this process.

10. James Sterns led a brief discussion about plans for next year’s program, as he will have the primary responsibility for organizing the call for papers, etc.  Suggestions were taken from the membership and further development of ideas will be shared with the membership as they evolve.

11. Plaques recognizing the service of several past officers were distributed.  Sue Hine, Chair 2003-04; Cheryl Wachenheim, Chair 2004-05, and Al Wysocki, Treasurer, 2001-05.

Meeting was adjourned at 2:10, and the final research paper session of the day was completed.

Respectively submitted,

James A. Sterns

WERA Secretary, 2004-05

24 June 2005

WERA-72 Annual Meeting Program
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Boardwalk Hotel Casino, Las Vegas, Nevada www.hiboardwalk.com

Coney Island A, 2nd Level of the Boardwalk Hotel and Casino

2005 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Chair: Cheryl Wachenheim, North Dakota State University, cwachenh@ndsuext.nodak.edu

Vice Chair: Ruby Ward, Utah State University, rward@econ.usu.edu

Secretary: James Sterns, University of Florida, jasterns@ufl.edu

Treasurer: Allen Wysocki, University of Florida, wysocki@ufl.edu

Ex Officio: Sue Hine, Colorado State University, suehine@lamar.colostate.edu
GUESTS:

Dr. Gerald Combs: Grand Forks Human Nutrition Research Center

Dr. Juan Batista: Partner, New Business Insights, Inc.

Sunday, June 19, 2005

Informal “Drop In” 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.

This is a casual hospitality chat in the WERA-72 President’s Suite (Cheryl Wachenheim’s hotel room). It is a come and go reception.

Monday June 20, 2005

7:15 to 8:00 Registration and Breakfast Buffet (Brighton Beach Room)

8:00 to 8:30 Opening Session, Welcome, Introductions, Select Nominating Committee

8:30 to 10:00
“Health as a Consumer Value?” Dr. Gerald F. Combs Jr., Ph.D., Center Director, Grand Forks Human Nutrition Research Center, ARS, USDA
Moderator: Cheryl Wachenheim, North Dakota State University

10:00 to 10:30 BREAK

10:30 to Noon Paper session #1: Consumer Concerns and Preferences

Moderator: Dr. Jose de Jesus Garcia Vega, Universidad de Monterrey, Mexico
· Childhood Obesity: Causes, Consequences, and Potential Solutions by Greg Baker, Santa Clara University
· Obesity and low-carb diets in the United States: A Herd Behavior by Dragan Miljkovic* and Daniel Mostad, North Dakota State University
· Consumer Acceptance of Foods Genetically Modified to Provide Consumer-Level Benefits by Cheryl J. Wachenheim* and William Lesch, North Dakota State University
· It’s Going to the Dogs: Greenies®, Identifying Changes in Consumer Food Preferences by Brock Harvey, Joe L. Parcell, and Abby Jacob, University of Missouri

Noon to 1:20 LUNCH (on your own)

1:20 to 2:30 Paper session #2: Consumers and Niche Markets

Moderator: Sue Hine, Colorado State University

· The Affect of Low-Carbohydrate Diets and Other Factors on Food Purchasing Behavior. Jon C. Phillips, Kristal Clark, Alex Spitz, Nick Stratton, Anthony Rude, Galen Gonzalez, Mauricio Rios, Russell Bassett, California State Polytechnic, University, Pomona
· Willingness to Pay for Low-Carbohydrate Bread by William Nganje, Simeon Kaitibie, and Cheryl J. Wachenheim*, North Dakota State University
· Can Niche Agriculturalists Take Notes from the Craft Beer Industry? By Andrea Woolverton and Joe L. Parcell, University of Missouri
2:30 to 3:00 BREAK


3:00 to 4:00  Discussion of Development of Research and Extension Programs in the Area of Agribusiness by Assistant professors: What this May Mean for Tenure and Mentoring.

Moderator: Ruby Ward, Utah State University

4:00 to 5:30 Paper session #3: Grocery Retailer Behavior in Today's Markets

Moderator: Jon Phillips
· Follow the Leader: Adoption Behavior in Food Retailers’ Decision to Offer Fresh Irradiated Ground Beef by Edward C. Jaenicke, Penn State University, Kimberly L. Jensen, University of Tennessee, R. Wesley Harrison, Louisiana State University, and Paul M. Jakus, Utah State University
· Consumer Preferences and Pricing Strategies in the Meat Case by Christian R. Boessen, Joe L. Parcell and Michael E. Sykuta, University of Missouri
· E-Grocery Market Coverage: Does the “E” Stand for Easy? By Wenjing Shang, Neal H. Hooker* and Stan Ernst, The Ohio State University
· Supercenters and Grocery Sales: A Spatial Analysis By Bobby J. Martens and Frank Dooley, Purdue University

5:30 Reception with Cash Bar (Brighton Beach Room)
Poster session will be held concurrently with the cash bar

Tuesday June 21, 2005

7:30 to 8:30 Breakfast (sit down breakfast in the Brighton Beach Room)

8:30 to 9:30 Paper Session #4: Linking "Industries" and Consumers

Moderator: Ruby Ward, Utah State University

· The Diet Culture Phenomenon and its Effect on the United States Orange Juice Industryby Leigh Ann Love and Dr. James Sterns, University of Florida
· An Investigation of Traceability Issues In the Hard Red Winter Wheat Marketing System By Phil Kenkel and Kim Anderson, Oklahoma State University
· Predicting Food Safety Losses in Turkey Processing By Mounir Siaplay, William Nganje* and Simeon Kaitibie, North Dakota State University

9:30 to 10:00 BREAK

10:00 to 11:30 Paper Session #5: Produce Supply Issues and Challenges (S222 session)
Moderator: Ramu Govindasamy, Rutgers – The State University of New Jersey
· Returns to Investment Analysis on State Agricultural Promotional Program: The Case of Jersey Fresh. By Dr. Ramu Govindasamy, Rutgers-The State University of New Jersey
· An Assessment of Direct Marketing Venues for Indiana Fruit Growers. By Dr. Jennifer Dennis, Dr. Peter Hirst and Dr. Bruce Bordelon, Purdue University
· Fresh Produce Supply Chain Trade Practices. Lourdes Martinez & Dr. Suzanne Thornsbury, Department of Agricultural Economics, Michigan State University
· Cost-Benefit Analysis of New Shipping Technology Applied to International Tomato and Mango Supply Chains. By Jiaoju Ge, Dr. Allen F. Wysocki, Dr. Bruce Welt and Dr. Lisa House, University of Florida

11:30 to 1:00  Working LUNCH   “Partnerships with Industry and Academics” by Juan Batista
(Brighton Beach Room)

Moderator: Kerry Litzenberg, Texas A&M University

1:00 to 1:45 BUSINESS MEETING
1:45 to 3:15 Paper Session #6: Production Agriculture in a Consumer-driven Market
Moderator: Conrad Lyford, Texas Tech University
· Ethanol firm survival in the new rural economy by Anthony Crooks, John Dunn, James Hrubovcak, Hosein Shapouri, Margriet “Peggy” Caswell, all of USDA, Vernon Eidman, University of Minnesota and Bruce Scherr, Informa Economics, Inc. and Scott Richman, Informa Economics, Inc.
· Value-Added Strategies to Meet Consumer Needs: The Case of Palouse Grain Growers,Inc. By Armenak Markosyan, Washington State University, Fabio R. Chaddad, Ibmec Business School, Thomas I. Wahl, Washington State University and Kenneth D. Duft, Washington State University
· Negative Externalities and Industrial Legitimacy: the Case of the Illinois Livestock Industry By Filipe Pereira and Peter Goldsmith, University of Illinois
· CANCELLED Feasibility of river barges for transportation of Intermodal containers to and from Minnesota (NC1016) By Jerry Fruin

3:15 Adjourn

Registration Information

The $150.00 registration can be paid at the meeting in cash or check (no credit cards) or paid in advance (to

the “University of Florida-WERA-72”) and sent to:

Dr. Allen Wysocki, Treasurer

Food & Resource Economics

University of Florida

P.O. Box 110240

Gainesville, FL 32611-0240

The Boardwalk Hotel and Casino has offered our group a special rate of $54.00 Sunday through Thursday

and $107.00 Friday and Saturday plus tax.
Book your reservations directly with the Boardwalk Hotel & Casino by calling Room Reservations at (800)

635-4581 before Friday May 27, 2005.
Please indicate that you are part of the Western Coordinating Committee on Agribusiness group. Give them

our group number which is 1120RQ. You will be required to put down a deposit of one night's stay to

guarantee your room and the rate.
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