Brief Summary of Minutes of Annual Meeting:
1. North Central Atlas

a. Money is available from the NC Director’s Office for the publication of the Atlas

b. Target deadline of September/October 2009

c. Pat Guinan’s text for the annual precipitation

i. Used as an example of how to prepare separate sections

ii. Will distribute to everyone to use a template

(1) File name: NC1018 Atlas_Precipitation Narrative.doc

d. The most recent file of the Atlas is Block_12_14_16.ppt

e. Units

i. Discussed showing both metric and English units on the same scale

ii. Decided to use English for the primary units

f. Data presentation

i. Keep the counties

ii. Cloropleth with inverse distance weighting

g. Sections

i. Crops - Scott Staggenborg

ii. Precipitation - Pat Guinan

iii. Soils - Mickey Ransom and Steve Hollinger

iv. Temperature - Adnan Akyuz

v. Radiation - Rich Grant

vi. PET - Jeff Andresen

(1) P - T method

vii. GDD’s - Stuart Gage

viii. HPR- Stuart Gage

ix. SDD - Dennis Todey

x. Averaged extreme range

xi. Extreme maximum/minimum

xii. Economics - Stuart Gage and Michigan State University personnel

xiii. Metadata and Documentation

(1) Discussed having the person(s) in charge for each section also do the metadata

(2) Stuart Gage will assist when needed in the compilation of the metadata

xiv. Trends - Jeff Andresen and Dennis Todey

(1) Crop trends

(2) Climate trends

(a) Winter warming

(b) Precipitation

(c) Low temperatures

xv. Other products

(1) Trends - climate/agriculture

(2) Evaporation/ET

(3) Radiation

h. Deadlines

i. Mid-August for sections

ii. Stuart Gage is the accumulator for the sections

i. CD/Website

i. Discussed the current website located at Iowa State

ii. http://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/GIS/apps/nc1018/fe.phtml
iii. Discussed the possibility of including the data on CD with the Atlas

2. Project revision

a. Possible sections or components of new project

i. Climate change

ii. Biofuels/energy

iii. Risk assessment

iv. Indirect impacts - pests/soils

v. Human dimensions

vi. New variables

(1) Leaf wetness

(2) Soil moisture

(3) Etc.

vii. Education

b. Extensive discussion of possible topics of the project revision (Current Project Title: Impact of Climate and Soils on Crop Selection and Management)

i. Food, Feed, Fuel, and Fiber:  Security Under a Changing Climate

c.  Need to develop a section entitled “Issues and Justification”

i. Includes the following topics:

(1) The need, as indicated by stakeholders

(2) The importance of the work, and what the consequences are if it is not done

(3) The technical feasibility of the research

(4) The advantages for doing the work as a multistate effort

(5) What the likely impacts will be from successfully completing the work

ii. Maximum number of characters = 20,000 

iii. Deadline for completion is September 15, 2008

d. Objectives of the revised project

i. Application of risk assessment tools, including the existing NC-1018 database, for the crop-climate-soils interface on a regional scale

(1) Crop production risks due to the variability of crop-climate-soils

(2) Potential effects of climate change on crop production at a regional scale

(3) Evaluate potential and active strategies for crop adaptation on a regional basis

(4) Develop case studies for using crop protection strategies based on climate variability and climate change

ii. Enhance the understanding of crop-climate-soil interaction on a regional scale

(1) Enhance existing and develop new agro-climatological variables for risk assessment of crop production

(2) Maintain and update current database and metadata consisting of climate, crops, and soil components for enhanced analysis and dissemination to stakeholders

(3) Evaluate the application of recent climate-projection models for predicting crop productivity at the regional scale using the existing NC-1018 database

iii. Develop products for the dissemination of information about climate variability and climate change effects on crop production and selection on a regional basis

(1) Products would include journal articles, graphics, web presentations, and extension publications

(2) The intended audience would be extension agents, policy makers, crop consultants, state and regional climatologists, and crop production researchers

e. Issues and Justification section

i. Need as indicated by stakeholders

(1) CSREES Strategic Plan (Strategic Goal #6)

(2) RMA/insurance industry

(3) Farm Bill

(4) IPCC Fourth assessment, working group 2: “Impacts, adaptations, and vulnerability”, Chapter 4 “Food, Fibre, and Forest Products”, and Chapter 14 “North America”

(5) AASC

(6) Crop industry clientele

(7) Policy makers

(8) Carbon trading/sequestration clientele

ii. The importance of the work, and what the consequences are if it is not done

(1) As taken from a bullet under Item 6 of the CSREES Strategic Plan, “Support the development, dissemination, and implementation of science-based knowledge tools and technology to assess the consequences of land use and climate change on soil and ecosystem functions”

(2) See “Climate Change and Insurance: An Agenda for Action in the United States” by Allianz Group and World Wildlife Fund (Rich Grant has a copy of the pdf file)

iii. The technical feasibility of the research

(1) We developed the database needed to conduct the proposed work and tools

(2) We have the expertise needed

(3) Composition of the committee allows for the proposed work to be done on a regional scale

iv. The advantages for doing the work as a multistate effort

(1) Diversity of the disciplines as represented by the committee structure

(2) We have an existing database developed on a regional basis

v. What the likely impacts will be from successfully completing the work

(1) Improved decision-making for sustainability of crop production at a regional scale

(2) Better understanding of the sensitivity of crop production systems to climate change at a regional scale

(3) See Chapter 14 of IPCC Fourth assessment, working group 2: “Impacts, adaptations, and vulnerability”

f. Writing Committee

i. Members - Scott Staggenborg, Bob Seem, Jeff Andresen, and Dennis Todey

ii. Develop a rough draft of Issues and Justification statement to disseminate to the listserve by August 1

iii. Develop a rough draft of the complete proposal for distribution on the listserve by October 1

3. Dennis Todey agreed to maintain the existing listserv

4. Discussed meeting next year at the AASC meeting - probably 1st or 2nd week in July in Michigan

5. Revised Impact Statement will be due close to the termination date of the existing project

