Minutes WERA11 Annual Meeting
5-6 June 2008
Pullman, WA

Tony Koski, Colorado State University
Matt Williams, Washington State University
Katie Dodson, Washington State University
Chris Proctor, Washington State University
Charles Golob, Washington State University
Gwen Stahnke, Washington State University
Bill Johnston, Washington State University
David Kopec, University of Arizona
Bernd Leinauer, New Mexico State University
Jim Baird, University of California-Riverside
Ambika Chandra, Texas A&M University
Greg Wiecko, University of Guam
Meeting was called to order at 1:45 pm. at the Quality Inn, Pullman, WA.  Dean Daniel Bernardo welcomed the group. He spoke highly of the WSU turf team’s work, as well as the important role the turf industry plays in the state of Washington. He also commented on the high productivity of the WERA11 group. 

The meeting agenda was presented by Bill Johnston; asked for any changes or additions. Shearman motion to approve; Koski second. Passed unamimously.

 The 2007 minutes were distributed and read. Shearman motion to approve; Koski second. Passed unanimously.

Koski welcomed, on behalf of Steve Wallner (administrative adviser), everyone to the meeting. He gave a brief report on the upcoming call for proposals for the Specialty Crops Program which will, for the first time, accept proposals for turf-related research. We are encouraged to consider the submission of proposals, noting that multi-state/multi-disciplinary projects are those standing the best chance for funding. This is a highly competitive program that receives a large number of applications; roughly 10% of submitted proposals have historically received funding.
Washington State University
Katie Dodson (M.S. Candidate) reported on her work to develop a high-yielding Kentucky bluegrass variety for non-thermal seed production. Matt Williams reported on his work with mesotrione. Gwen Stahnke (also reporting for Eric Miltner) reported on work in Puyallup: permeable pavements, phosphorus fertilization work, water quality research, and work with crane fly.

University of Arizona
David Kopec discussed results of lysimeter research (using weighing lysimeters) that compared the water use rates of bermudagrass, seashore paspalum and saltgrass. He also reported that a new department head would soon be joining the Plant Science department, after a long search process.

Texas A&M University
Ambika Chandra discussed efforts to use Agrobacterium-mediated transformation of zoysiagrass as a technique to develop improved zoysiagrass cultivars. This may increase efficiency compared to using traditional breeding methodology. 

University of Guam
Greg Wiecko reported that, while he will continue to work in administration, he will begin working one day per week on turfgrass.
New Mexico State University
Bernd Leinauer discussed his continuing work on the evaluation of turf species (warm- and cool-season species) and cultivars for drought resistance and salinity tolerance. He also described his work on the evaluation of electrical and magnetic water treatment devices for improvement of high salinity water. He reported on Ryan Goss’ work with management of 2 important weeds, brass button (Cotula) and khaki weed (Alternanthera).
University of Nebraska
Bob Shearman reported on the progress being made in the development of new seeded buffalograss cultivars. A project involving the construction of 2 line source irrigation systems (one in Lincoln and one in Scottsbluff) will examine relative drought resistance of cool- and warm-season grasses. Roch Gaussoin’s work has concentrated on the dynamics of organic matter production in aging sand-based turf systems.
University of California-Riverside
Jim Baird has taken the turf position vacated by Vic Gibeault’s retirement. He reported that he will begin research on shade tolerance among warm- and cool-season turfgrass species/cultivars and that he and a team of researchers will examine the fate and transport of disinfection byproducts, pharmaceutical, and personal care products on turfgrass irrigated with reclaimed water. 
Meeting was adjourned at 5pm. A BBQ dinner was provided at the WSU Turfgrass and Agronomy Research Center.

Meeting continued on Friday, June 6th, at 8am.

Historian’s Report
Gwen Stahnke presented the Historian’s Report (attached). She also reported on the status of the 2009 ITS Conference in Santiago.
NTEP Report
Bernd Leinauer has finished a 5-year stint as the western region representative on the NTEP Advisory Committee. He reported that the seed companies are happier with NTEP now that it is out of the lobbying business. NTEP will be conducting more ancillary trials and fewer sites will have the standard cultivar evaluation trials, this due to decreased income and number of varieties being submitted for testing. A new data analysis method is being considered which may allow for fewer locations being required to get good data and cultivar evaluations.
Koski motion to nominate Dave Kopec as the new western region representative to NTEP. Seconded by Wiecko. There were no other nominations. Unanimously approved.

Future meeting sites and dates
Koski will check with Mike Harrington about the possibility of designating the 2009 ITS meeting in Santiago as an official WERA11 meeting. If that is not possible, we will not have an official meeting in 2009.

Greg Wiecko volunteered U. Guam as the host for the 2010 meeting. The best date for that meeting would be February 25-26. The cost of travelling there was expressed as a possible concern. Koski will check with Mike Harrington about having the meeting there.

Alternatively, Jim Baird suggested U. California-Riverside as a host, probably during the 3rd week of May.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:30am.
