Minutes of the NCR-57 Committee Meeting

May 25 and 26, 2005
The annual meeting of the NCR (NCERA)-57 Regional Committee on Swine Reproduction was held in the Department of Animal Science, University of Wisconsin, Madison. The committee chairman, Dr. Brett White, called the meeting to order at 8:15 am, May 25, 2005; the proposed agenda was accepted.

Agenda:

May 25, 2005

· Welcome by Dr. Dan Schaefer, Chair, Department of Animal Science

· NCR-57 Administrative Advisor’s report

· USDA/CSREES/PAS Advisor’s report

· Station reports

· Tour of new Minitube facility

May 26, 2005

· Elect officers

· Determine meeting location and dates for 2006

· Discussion of 2006 symposium and establishment of symposium committee

· Other items

· Station reports

· Adjourn

Dr. Dan Schaefer welcomed the group to University of Wisconsin and provided a summary of the programs and activities within his department.

Administrative Advisor, Dr. John Baker, reported that the committee was required to change its name to reflect the common USDA committee nomenclature. After a brief discussion, the committee unanimously agreed to adopt the name change from NCR-57 to NC NC Education/Extension Research Activity (NCERA)-57.

Dr. Mark Mirando, acting for USDA/CSREES/PAS advisor Dr. Deb Hamernik, distributed a handout summarizing personnel changes within the agency and providing details about competitive programs. The point was made that this committee had previously endorsed the concept of integrated projects but that only two were submitted and only one funded. Integrated projects need to include at least two of three components of Research, Extension and Teaching. Future applications should target faster field application and be truly integrated. There was discussion of previous and possible future CSREES budgets as well as discussion on possible elimination of MAES funding.

At 9:55, station reports began with Illinois (David Miller) and continued with Indiana (Mark Diekman), Iowa (Lloyd Anderson), Kansas (Duane Davis), Michigan (Roy Kirkwood), and Missouri (Bill Lamberson for Tim Safranski). At 3:20, the committee adjourned to visit the new Minitube International Biotechnology Center near Belleville, WI.

At 8:10 am, May 26, 2004, the committee toured Dr. Parrish’s teaching laboratory and viewed some of the resources used to teach reproductive biology at UW.

At 08:25 am, Chair White called to order the business meeting of the NCR-57 committee. Duane Davis nominated John Parrish to be secretary and Mark Diekman seconded the motion. White called for the question and the motion was passed unanimously. The committee officers now consists of Drs. Ford (Chair), Kirkwood (Chair elect), and Parrish (secretary). Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as is. The committee expressed its gratitude to Dr. Parrish for hosting the current meeting.

The dates and location for the 2006 meeting were discussed. An email from Dr. Flowers indicated his willingness to host the 2006 meeting and he proposed either May 30/June 1 or June 6 and 7. Due to proximity of the Memorial Day holiday, it was suggested that we meet June 6 and 7 and that we have an extension symposium at Sampson College the afternoon of June 6. Dr. Ford moved to accept this arrangement and Dr. Guthrie seconded. Motion passed unanimously. The topic for the 2006 symposium was briefly discussed and a steering committee proposed to finalize details. The steering committee is composed of Drs. Flowers, Guthrie, and Safranski and was further empowered to require a registration fee to cover symposium costs.

There was discussion concerning content of a NCR-57 (NCERA-57) web page. It was noted that it was not appropriate to include the full committee proceedings. Details to be included are contact information for the committee members. Dr. Parrish requested that member’s forward pig reproduction pictures, such as insemination and farrowing. Also, links to other sites  (e.g. personal web pages) and details of previous and future symposia should be sent to Dr. Parrish by July 1.

Dr. Duane Davis initiated some discussion on the NCERA-57 committee submitting an integrated proposal to NRI. The discussion revolved around the content of such a proposal (i.e. research and/or extension and/or teaching). Possible subject areas suggested were sperm assessment and seasonal effects on semen quality (Dr. Guthrie) and some aspect of animal welfare (Dr. Anderson). A steering committee was proposed consisting of Drs. Davis, Parrish, Guthrie, Miller, and Kirkwood.

At 9:10 am, the committee meeting continued with further station reports, presented for Nebraska, USDA/ARS/Beltsville, USDA/ARS/MARC, and Wisconsin. The annual meeting adjourned at 12:10 pm and Brett White transferred the official gavel to Joe Ford.

Respectfully submitted,

----------------------------------------------

Roy Kirkwood, NCR-57 secretary, 2004

----------------------------------------------

John Baker, NCR-57 Administrative Advisor

