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University of Arizona

Dr. Dave Kopec, in the summer of 2007 received the Distinguished Service Award from the National Association of Agriculture County Agents in the summer of 2007.

University of California-Riverside

Dr. Jim Baird was hired as the new Turfgrass Research/Extension faculty.

Dr. Frank Wong was promoted to Associate Professor in 2008.

Information on the Gibeault Symposium held in September 2007:

In the early 1980s, Dr. Victor Gibeault organized a symposium, sponsored by the American Sod Producer’s Association (now TPI) that brought the knowledge of turfgrass water use together in a landmark publication (Turfgrass Water Conservation, Publication 21405, 1985, ANR Publications, University of California, Oakland, CA). The science and technologies of turfgrass water use have advanced substantially. It is time to again accumulate the broad knowledge of turfgrass water use in one place. On September 6, 2007, The Victor A. Gibeault Symposium on Turfgrass Water Conservation was held at the University of California, Riverside. ANR Publications, University of California, has agreed to publish a peer reviewed book as a result of the Gibeault Symposium. Bernd Leinauer, New Mexico State University and Stephen Cockerham, University of California, Riverside are editors of the book.

Dr. Victor Gibeault has had a significant influence on the turfgrass industry in California and the U.S. The Symposium was in recognition of the impact of his career. A dinner honoring Dr. Gibeault was held after the Symposium.

Symposium program and book authors:

Moderator                                                     

Frank Wong, Extension Plant Pathologist, University of California, Riverside
8:30 Welcome 

Bernd Leinauer, New Mexico State University, Symposium Co-Chair                                                                      

9:00 Overview of the Science of Turfgrass Water Use
James Beard, Prof Emeritus, Texas A & M University                                               

9:30 Environmental Concerns and Turfgrass Irrigation
Ronald Dodson, President, Audubon International                                                

10:00 Break

10:15 Developing Turfgrasses for Drought, Salinity, and Temperature Stress
Robert Shearman, Prof University of Nebraska, Lincoln 

10:45 Water Use Physiology in Turfgrasses
Bingru Huang, Prof Rutgers University

11:15 Modified Rootzones for Turfgrass Water Use
Paul Rieke, Prof Emeritus, Michigan State University & James Murphy, Extension Turfgrass Specialist, Rutgers University

11:45 Water quality (Political Aspect, Types, Salinity Levels)
Laosheng Wu, Assoc Prof Soil Science, University of California, Riverside & Ali Harivandi, Area Turfgrass Advisor, University of California Cooperative Extension  
12:15 Lunch

1:30 Salinity in Soils
Robert Carrow, Prof University of Georgia

2:00 Water Management Technologies
Bernd Leinauer, Extension Turfgrass Specialist, New Mexico State University & Robert Green, Turfgrass Research Specialist, University of California, Riverside 

2:30 Water Conservation in the Landscape
Dale Devitt, Prof University of Nevada, Las Vegas

3:00 Practicum: Applying the Science of Turfgrass Water Conservation                                            David Kopec, Extension Turfgrass Specialist, University of Arizona

3:30 Discussion

4:00 Adjourn

University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Dr. Terrance Riordan completed all the requirements and became a member of the Professional Golfer's Association and became a Class A golf professional on December 3, 2007
New Mexico State University

Dr. Arden Baltensperger was awarded the Leydendecker Agriculturalist of Distinction Award in 2008.

Washington State University
Dr. Bill Johnston received the 2008 R. M. Wade Award for Excellence in Teaching and Learning for College of Agriculture, Human, and Natural Resource Sciences.

CSSA Awards

Dr. Crystal Fricker of Pure Seed Testing received National Council of Commercial Plant Breeders (NCCPB) Genetics and Plant Breeding Award in 2008.
 
Dr. Roch Gaussoin of University of Nebraska-Lincoln received the Fred Grau Turf Science Award in 2008.
