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Meeting Minutes

WERA011: Western Regional Turfgrass Research

Host: University of California, Riverside

June 2-3, 2010

Present:

University of California, Riverside - Jim Baird, Frank Wong, Jay Gan, Adam Lukaszewski, Darrel Jenerette, Antoon Ploeg, Robert Green, Alea Miehls, Brent Barnes, Vic Gibeault, Steve Cockerham, Steve Ries
University of Guam – Greg Wiecko
USDA-ARS – Don Suarez and Catherine Grieve (US Salinity Lab); Shaun Bushman (Forage and Range Research Lab)
Oregon State University – Rob Golembiewski
Colorado State University – Yaling Qian

Utah State University – Paul Johnson

New Mexico State University – Bernd Leinauer

Texas A&M University – Milt Engelke

University of Nebraska – Roch Gaussoin and Casey Wegner

Iowa State University – Shui-zhang Fei

University of Idaho – Tom Salaiz

University of Arizona - Dave Kopec, Mary Olsen, and Kai Umeda
University of Nevada Las Vegas – Dale Devitt

Washington State University – Bill Johnston

Industry – Virginia Lehman (Blue Moon Farm LLC); Larry Stowell and Wendy Gelernter (Pace Consulting)

Wednesday, June 2

6:30 pm
Group Dinner at Las Campanas Mexican Restaurant, Mission Inn Courtyard

7:45-9:30 pm
Introductions and Overview of State Reports (see attached document)
California – Jim Baird and Frank Wong
Oregon – Rob Golembiewski

Utah – Paul Johnson and Shaun Bushman
New Mexico – Bernd Leinauer

Texas – Milt Engelke

Nebraska – Roch Gaussoin and Casey Wegner
Iowa – Shui-zhang Fei

Idaho – Tom Salaiz

Arizona – Dave Kopec

Washington – Bill Johnston
Colorado – Yaling Qian
Thursday, June 3


Meeting at USDA-ARS Salinity Lab Conference Room

7:30 am

Van(s) depart Mission Inn

8:00 am

Arrival at Salinity Lab

Welcome from Don Suarez, Director, Salinity Lab

Welcome from Greg Wiecko, Administrative Advisor, WERA011

Introductions

8:15 am

What's New in Turfgrass Breeding & Genetics? (Jim Baird, Chair)

Shaun Bushman/Paul Johnson – Salt and drought tolerant turfgrasses for the cool, arid west

Bill Johnston – Development of Kentucky Bluegrass cultivars for non-burn seed production

Milt Engelke – Texas turfgrass breeding & genetics program

Dave Kopec – Collection and evaluation of native grasses from grazed arid environments for turfgrass development
Shui-zhang Fei – Turfgrass genetics and breeding research at Iowa State University
Adam Lukaszewski – Cytogenetics and genetics of Festulolium
9:15 am

Break and Tour of Salinity Lab (Don Suarez and Catherine Grieve)

10:00 am

What's New in Turfgrass Pest Management? (Frank Wong, Chair)

Kai Umeda - National turfgrass entomology workshop update
Wendy Gelernter - Billbugs
Antoon Ploeg - Root knot nematode update
Larry Stowell – Root knot nematode sampling/distribution/biocontrol
Bernd Leinauer – NMSU weed control update

Jim Baird – UCR weed management update
Mary Olsen - Rapid Blight Update

Frank Wong - Update on Disease Activity in the West

11:00 am
What's New in Turfgrass Water Conservation/Salinity Management Strategies? (Bernd Leinauer, Chair)

Dale Devitt and Jay Gan – Pharmaceuticals in recycled water

Rob Golembiewski – Innovative Turfgrass Research/Teaching/Extension Activities

Bernd Leinauer –Water conservation and salinity management
Don Suarez – Leaching requirements for salinity management

Kai Umeda – What's New in Pest Management?

Noon


Box Lunch

12:30 pm 

Depart for Tour of Turfgrass Research Facility

2:00 pm 

Return to Salinity Lab

Innovative Turfgrass Research/Extension/Teaching Activities (Rob Golembiewski, Chair)

Bernd Leinauer - Assisting with the Installation of a High School Soccer Complex

Darrel Jenerette – Urbanization, water, ecosystem services, and sustainability in western U. S.
Jim Baird - Evaluation of Bentgrass Cultivars Under Simulated Championship Conditions
Milt Engelke – Texas AgrilifeResearch & Extension Urban Solutions Center 
3:00 pm 

Preparation of New Turfgrass Project (Group Discussion)
· Current Coordinating Committee project expires September 30, 2010.

· Committee of Greg Wiecko, Frank Wong, Tony Koski and Dave Kopec, will draft new project by end of 2010.

· University participants should consult with their Agricultural Experiment Station for official participation on project.

· Identify state voting representative and proxy in their absence.
· Members of industry have been and continue to be welcome participants at meetings.

· Meetings will be held annually, and at the ITS meeting every four years.

· Jim Baird will compile an updated mailing list for disseminating project information, at the level of Research Scientist and above for university personnel.

· Future meetings:

	Year
	Location
	Chair
	Chair Elect
	Secretary

	2011
	CSU (Joint with NCR192)
	Jim Baird
	Tony Koski
	Ambika Chandra

	2012
	Texas A&M

(Dallas)
	Tony Koski
	Ambika Chandra
	Volunteer

	2013
	Bejing, China (ITS)
	Ambika Chandra
	Volunteer
	Rob Golembiewski

	2014
	OSU
	Volunteer
	Rob Golembiewski
	Dave Kopec

	2015
	Arizona
	Rob Golembiewski
	Dave Kopec
	Dale Devitt

	2016
	UNLV
	Dave Kopec
	Dale Devitt
	


4:30 pm

Van(s) depart for Mission Inn

6:00 pm

Van(s) depart Mission Inn for dinner at Jim Baird's home

9-10:00 pm

Van(s) return to Mission Inn

Friday, June 4
Departures
