Title of Project:  Impacts of Trade & Domestic Policies on the Competitiveness

                           & Performance of Southern Agriculture

Subject:  Fall Minutes of  S-1016  Multi-state Research Committee

S-1016 (Formerly S-287): Fall Business Meeting

Location: Doubletree Hotel, Crystal City-National Airport, Washington, D.C.
Host: Dr. Lynn Kennedy, Louisiana State University

Committee Members Present and University Affiliations

Albert J. Allen                             Mississippi State University

Dragan Miljkovic                         Southwest Missouri State University

Won W. Koo                               North Dakota State University

Walter C. Labys                          West Virginia University

Eric Wailes                                 University of Arkansas, Fayetteville

Jaime Malaga                              Texas Tech University

Parr Rosson, III                           Texas A&M University

Stanley Fletcher                          University of Georgia

Lynn Kennedy, Chair                  Louisiana State University

Darren Hudson                            Mississippi State University

Osei-Agyeman Yeboah               North Carolina A&T State University

Suzanne Thornsbury                   Michigan State University

Mary Marchant                           University of Kentucky

Tuesday, November 11, 2003

The business meeting was called to order by Chair Lynn Kennedy, Louisiana State University at 1:00 P.M.(See Agenda Page 6). Chair Kennedy welcomed everyone to the meeting. Also, Chair Kennedy handed out and reviewed the agenda for the afternoon business meeting.  Chair Kennedy told committee members that Dr. Tom Klindt, Administrative Advisor, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, was not able to attend the first business meeting of the S-1016 committee due a prior commitment. However, barring any unforeseen circumstances Chair Kennedy stated that Dr. Klindt plans to attend the next business meeting of the group. After Chair Kennedy had made several comments and suggestions to the committee members, he asked Dr. Darren Hudson, Mississippi State University, to tell the S-1016 committee members about the proposal/writing process that took place for the final approval of the current multi-state research project.

Overview of S-1016 Proposal/Writing Process

Dr. Hudson said that that the proposal/writing process was painful and enjoyable.  He stated that the actual proposal writing process was not that difficult but the process of getting the proposal into the NIMSS was very difficult. NIMSS is the acronym for the National Information Management and Support System.  Dr. Hudson further stated that the new project has been approved and that each research scientist will have to fill out a new AD-417 form for the project at his/her experiment station.  Dr. Hudson said that one reviewer stated that the committee needed to focus more on trade.

Hudson said that each individual state had to submit each individual researcher’s allocation on the project so that the experiment station could keep up with the scientist’s proposed time on the project.  During Dr. Hudson’s comments about the proposal/writing process, Dr. Stanley Fletcher, University of Georgia, and Chair Kennedy discussed the persons who were on the project and those that were acting as “free riders.” After several comments and observations were made regarding the composition of S-1016, Dr. Fletcher stated that the projects are not regional anymore but they are multi-state research projects now.  This comment led to several comments and observations of the changed focus of regional vs. multi-state research projects by committee members. 

Final Report for S-287

Chair Kennedy informed the committee members that a final report for S-287 needed to be prepared for the group. Several members commented on the termination or final report for the S-287 project.  The termination report uses the same format as the SAES-422 form. However, it covers the comprehensive time period of the project’s existence, not just one year.  The due date to submit the termination report for S-287 is March 1, 2004 (six months from the date of termination, September 30, 2003).  The group agreed that when each member writes up its 2003 state report for the S-287, this would be included in the final report since the rest of the state reports were included in the writing of the new project proposal that was approved as S-1016.  Dr. Hudson agreed to write the final or termination report for S-287 and submit it to the NIMSS.

Request for Inclusion of North Carolina A&T University in the New S-1016 Project

Chair Kennedy told the committee members that he had received an application from North Carolina A&T University for inclusion in the new S-1016 Multi-state Research Project.  Chair Kennedy asked Dr. Osei-Agyeman Yeboah, North Carolina A&T University, to make comments about the research activities at North Carolina and other related thoughts he had regarding the new project. Dr. Yeboah felt that the new project was a worthwhile endeavor and that his research activities at North Carolina A&T University will be enhanced as a member of the new project.  After Dr. Yeboah finished his comments, a motion was made that North Carolina A&T be included as a member of the S-1016 Multi-state Research Committee.  The motion was seconded.  Chair Kennedy said the motion had been made and seconded and asked the committee to vote on the motion.  The committee voted unanimously to approve the application of North Carolina A&T University as a member of S-1016 Multi-state Research Project.  After this decision was made, Dr. Yeboah thanked the committee for the inclusion of his institution as a member of the research group.  

Future Activities of Project

In this section of the S-1016 business meeting, the committee discussed research activities, white paper series, and conferences.  The primary focus of these activities in this section of the meeting was to encourage the committee members to continue to improve upon the already solid cooperative and collaborative successes they achieved in the S-287 Regional Research Project and previous research projects.

Research Activities:  Drs. Fletcher, Kennedy and Hudson discussed several activities that could be used as collaborative work for the committee members.  During these discussions, Dr. Eric Wailes, University of Arkansas-Fayetteville, said that the white paper series could lead to collaborative work activities for committee members. Dr. Eric Wailes also stated that the white paper series could be used as a springboard or they could be used to jumpstart the process of collaborative and coordinated work activities among and between the committee members.

White Paper Series:  This part of the Future Activities of the S-1016 Project generated quite a lot of discussions among and between members of the committee. In the discussions of the white paper series, several committee members questioned the logic and reasoning behind the development of the white paper series altogether. Also, several committee members felt that it may be a waste of time, effort, and financial resources if the white paper series did not have a specific focus and the identification of its audience.  During further discussions of the white paper series, Dr. Hudson explained the logic and reasoning behind the development of these paper activities. Dr. Hudson said that one of the reasons for the white paper series was to encourage cooperative work among members and that the white paper series could be used as chapters in a book.  Also, Dr. Wailes read to the group an email that Dr. Hudson had sent to committee members detailing the logic, reasoning, and the topical areas for the white paper series.

Dr. Parr Rosson, III, Texas A&M University stated that the white paper series did not have any specific activities dealing with trade agreements such as CAFTA.  He felt that trade agreements needed to be included in the white paper series as a topical area.  He also stated that USDA was using the GTAP Model to evaluate the impact of CAFTA but he did not know when the model results would be released.  After the trade agreement discussions by Dr. Rosson, III, committee members agreed that trade agreements should be included as a topical area for the group.  Dr. Rosson, III said that he would lead this topical area for the committee.  When Dr. Rosson, III and others finished their discussions on trade agreements, Chair Kennedy felt that the committee members needed a recess from the lively, interactive, and lengthy discussions of the white paper series.  Therefore, Chair Kennedy recessed the business meeting of the S-1016 group at 2:15 PM.

Reconvention of the Meeting: Chair Kennedy reconvened the meeting at 2:30 PM.  Several committee members talked about the format of the white paper including but not limited to standard format, single-spaced/double-spaced lines on the paper, and 2-3 page limitations.  One of the members stated that the white papers needed to have a clearly defined focus and format so that everyone would know the purpose and the format requirements of the white papers.  Members of the committee agreed that the papers should be called Issues Papers rather than White Papers.

Coordinator of Issues Paper Series: Dr. Walter Labys, West Virginia University, was selected as the Coordinator of the S-1016 Issues Paper Series.  In this capacity, Dr. Labys will send out a list of the various issues selected by the group and the scientists who agreed to work on each issue that the committee has agreed to explore.  In addition, the committee stated that the Issues Papers would be due at the Spring Business Meeting of the group.

Trade Agreements and China: The group discussed Trade Agreements further with Dr. Parr Rosson, III agreeing to coordinate the issues papers group on this activity.  Also, during the discussions dealing with trade agreements, Dr. Parr Rosson, III discussed CAFTA in a greater detail for the group.  In the discussion of CAFTA, safeguards, snap-back provisions, long-term agreements, and commodity groups were mentioned by Dr. Parr Rossos, III as ways of providing information to policy makers-private and public decision makers- so that they can make better informed decisions about the impact of regional and bilateral agreements on local, state, regional and global economies.  Dr. Rosson, III, told the group that he would use a matrix format that will show the qualitatively impacts rather than quantitatively impacts of regional and bilateral trade agreements on producers, consumers, agribusiness firms and other stakeholders. The matrix format should give stakeholders a better-informed idea about how they might be impacted individually as well as collectively by regional and bilateral agreements.

In addition to adding trade agreements to the S-1016 Issues Paper Series list, the committee felt that China should be added to the list as a separate activity also since it is a major player in the agricultural sector and this status is likely to grow in the future.  In issues dealing with China, Dr. Mary Marchant, University of Kentucky, agreed to take the lead in developing the Issues Paper dealing with China. In the discussions of China by the committee members, Dr. Marchant told the committee about her recent trip to China. Among other things dealing with China, Dr. Marchant discussed the processing capacity of the country.

Conferences, Organized Symposia, and Others: Chair Kennedy opened the discussions of the various conferences and organized symposia that the committee might be interested in doing at the American Agricultural Economics Association Meetings in Denver, Colorado, August 1-4, 2004.  NRI conference proposals were also discussed and committee members stated that the NRI conference proposals require that a complete program with speakers must be done before submitting. In addition to the discussions of those items by the group, there were discussions of a Fall Meeting Conference of the S-1016 in November 2004 in New Orleans, Louisiana on the impact of Western Hemisphere Trade Agreements on Agricultural Products and Commodities in the South. During the discussion of the Fall S-1016 conference in New Orleans, Louisiana, Dr. Won Koo, North Dakota State University, told the group that he will be having a trade conference in early October 2004 in Fargo, North Dakota, but his conference would not compete or interfere with the proposed S-1016 trade conference.  However, after discussions on the trade conferences were completed, the S-1016 committee members agreed to have their conference on the impact of the Western Hemisphere Trade Agreements on Agricultural Products and Commodities in Spring 2005.

The Next Meeting of S-1016 and Adjournment: The next meeting of the S-1016 Multistate Research Committee is tentatively scheduled to be held in New Orleans, during the week of April 19-24, 2004.  Chair Lynn Kennedy will make hotel arrangements. Prior to the adjournment of the meeting, Chair Kennedy told members that Dr. Greg Pompelli, ERS, had done an outstanding job of organizing the speakers for the Wednesday morning session for the group, November 12, 2003.  Chair Kennedy stated that the meeting would be held in Waugh B. Auditorium on the 3rd floor of ERS. The speakers and their topical areas are below. The Fall Business Meeting of S-1016 adjourned at 4:00 PM.
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9:00-9:30     Matt Shane “Exchange Rate Trends and Trade”

9:30-10:00   Suchada Langley “Geographic Indications Issues”

10:00-10:15 Break

10:15-11:00   Dave Kelch “EU Enlargement, Cap Reform and WTO”

11:00-11:30   Carol Whitton “Update on USDA Trade Data”

  11:30-1:15     Lunch

  1:15-2:30      Mark Gehlhar/Anita Regmi “Transitions in Global Food Markets”
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