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Re: Mulit-State NEo145 Research Project
Dear George,

The Drinking Water and Groundwater Protection Division of the Department of Environmental
Conservation is very interested in the continuation of the above referenced research project. This
project, which is being done through collaboration between URI and the University of Vermont
(UVM), focuses on the effects that climate change may have on the design, installation and long term
operation of soil-based wastewater systems.

Our State, through the adoption of the Wastewater System and Potable Water Supply Rules, has
specific vertical depths of soil or fill that must be maintained between the bottom of a wastewater
system and the seasonal high groundwater table. We normally establish the depth below ground
surface of the seasonal high groundwater table through soil identification and redoximorphic
features. We also have a method for establishing the seasonal high groundwater table through
groundwater monitoring and recording the fluctuations to the water table through the spring of a
year. Climate change that results in more snow, springtime rain, and frequency of storms will
potentially mean the actual seasonal high groundwater table will become shallower in the soil profile
than indicated by redoximorphic features. This will have a direct effect on our wastewater systems.

In closing, we support the continued research being conducted by you and your colleagues at UVM to
understand the potential effects of climate change on soil-based wastewater treatment systems and
look forward to the projects findings.

Sincerely,

Ernest Christianson
Program Manager

c Christine Thompson, Director
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