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November 30, 2009
Dr. Joseph Colletti, Senior Associate Dean

College of Agriculture & Life Sciences  Iowa State University
138 Curtiss Hall, Ames, Iowa  50011

RE: Request to form a NC Development Committee called “Causes and Consequences of Individual and Collective Actions to Protect Water Resources”
Dear Joe,

A group of social science scholars engaged in research related to water quality and human/social dimensions have been discussing over the past six months forming a NCDC technical committee to better coordinate and jointly expand individual research in progress.  The proposed work of the technical committee builds off the May 2009 Human Dimensions Roundtable convened by myself as team leader of the Human Dimensions theme of the Heartland Water Quality Regional Coordination Project, (funded by USDA 406 Integrated Water Quality Program). As a result of this meeting we identified gaps in the social aspects of water quality research, created a vehicle for scientist exchange (an Internet Google wiki), and appointed a writing team to begin to draft a NC proposal for developing a technical committee. 

We now have a working draft which I will post to the wiki participating scientists to edit/add/revise for the next two weeks prior to sending you a final copy. However, I note that the deadline for requesting the formation of a development committee is December 1st. Although the full proposal is not yet complete for NC review I would like this letter to serve as our request to form a committee. The participating scientists have until Dec 15th to respond via the wiki and then I would expect we would have a completed proposal for your review by Dec 21st. I have attached a copy of our working draft proposal including the rationale, objectives, and working hypotheses which will give you a sense of our proposed project. Also attached is a spreadsheet of those scholars who have indicated interest in being part of this technical committee.
 If you have questions or need additional information do not hesitate to call or drop me an email.

Many thanks for your support and guidance as we work through this process.

Sincerely

Lois Wright Morton, PhD

Associate Professor

Department of Sociology 

Iowa State University

317C East Hall, Ames IA 50011

lwmorton@iastate.edu
515-294-2843 
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