AC-2 Regional Project Reviews

January, 2003

S-277 - Breeding to Optimize Maternal and Reproduction in Beef Cows in the Southern          Region.

Administrative Advisor – David Morrison (LA)

SRAC-2 Monitor – Terry Kiser (MSU)

CSREES Representative – Peter Burfening replaces R. R. Frahm

The group met June 4 and 5, 2002 at the USDA-MARC in Clay Center, Nebraska.  They have been working on a new project with protocols due in August 2002 to Hayden Brown (AR) with a draft proposal to be completed by January 24, 2003.  The timeline is to obtain peer reviews by March 1, 2003 with revisions beginning on April 15, 2003.  Following the June meeting (see above) a final revision will be submitted to the Multistate Research Committee by June 15, 2003 with the final copy to CSREES on August 15, 2003.  The S-277 project has had its ups and downs.  Last year SRAC-2 recommended that the new project include more genomics and molecular approaches.  Dr. Kiser still supports that concept but does not want to lose the applied geneticists and balance that the project currently has.  While the project may look a little fragmented, it is still valuable and the input from the Clay Center group is a real asset.

S-284 - Genetic Enhancement of Health and Survival of Dairy Cattle.  

Comment – Terminated 9-30-02; replaced by S-1008

S-285 - Reproductive Performance of Turkeys

Administrative Advisor – Jerry Cherry (UGA)

SRAC-2 Monitor – G. B. Havenstein (NCSU)

CSREES Representative – Mark Mirando replaces W. C. Wagner

The group met October, 2002 and are in the process of rewriting their project.  S-285 is scheduled for termination on 9-30-03.  Three chairs have been identified to head each of the three new project objectives.  Previous discussions at SRAC-2 centered on lack of collaboration in S-285 and the possibility of it becoming an SRIEG.

S-288 - Nutritional Systems of Swine to Increase Reproductive Efficiency  

Administrative Advisor - N. M. Cox (KY)

SRAC-2 Monitor - K. Robbins (TN)

CSREES Representative - H. F. Tyrrell

Comment – Scheduled to terminate 9-30-03; DC202 approved through 9-30-03

Kelly Robbins reported on this long-standing project.  Much of the work has focused on the nutrition of sows.  There is a plan to rewrite the project with five objectives: 1) Phosphorous requirements for sows, 2) Usefulness of low protein diets during gestation/lactation, 3) Importance of carnitine, 4) Importance of particle size and feed intake, 5) Survey the total content of feces and urine in multiunit swine operations.  The group is being encouraged to expand to other disciplines, look at neonatal health, sow longevity and genetics.  This project is important, because with so many land grant universities cutting back on swine numbers this is the only way to get numbers and replicates.  The scientists on this project work well together.  Dr. Robbins recommends that the project continue.  Dr. Kadzere from North Carolina A&T State University would contribute as an economist and will help with analysis, etc. It is important that scientists participate even if they do not have swine at their campus.  It is likely that the University of Minnesota will participate in the new project and that the University of Florida will play a smaller role.

S-289 - Factors Associated with Genetic and Phenotypic Variation in Poultry: 

 Molecular to Population 

Administrative Advisor - Jerry Cherry (UGA)

SRAC-2 Monitor - G. B. Havenstein (NCSU) and Mike Lacey (UGA)

CSREES Representative - D. Hamernik

Had a good productive meeting but need to start planning for new project since this one terminates on 9-30-04.

S-299 - Enhancing Production and Reproduction of Heat Stressed Dairy Cows 

Administrative Advisor - D. G. Morrison (LA)

SRAC-2 Monitor - David Morrison (LA) represented by Bruce Jenny

CSREES Representative - D. Hamernik

Drs. Jenny and Morrison were not available but did submit a report.  Dr. Humes (LSU) recommended that the project continue since it has a diverse scientific background and this project was solicited by the SRAC-2 four years ago.  Scheduled to terminate 9-30-05.

S-1000 - Animal Manure and Waste Utilization, Treatment and Nuisance Avoidance for a Sustainable Agriculture

Administrative Advisor – R. Lacewell (TX)

SRAC-2 Monitor - Bruce Jenny (LA) 

CSREES Representative - R. O. Hegg

No formal report, but it was mentioned that more animal scientists could/should be involved in this project (i.e. not just agricultural engineers).  Terminates in 2006.

S-1005 - Sources, Dispersal and Management of Stable Flies on Grazing Beef and Dairy Cattle.

Administrative Advisor  - F. W. Knapp (KY) 
CSREES Representative - H. J. Meyer

No SRAC-2 monitor assigned.

S-1006 - Insects and Manure Management in Poultry Systems

Administrative Advisor – F. W. Knapp (KY)

CSREES Representative - H. J. Meyer

No SRAC-2 monitor assigned.

S-1008 - Genetic Selection and Crossbreeding to Enhance Reproduction and Survival of    
               Dairy Cattle

Administrative Advisor - Nancy Cox (KY)

SRAC-2 Monitor - Bruce Jenny (LA) 

CSREES Representative – D. Hamernik

Project approved effective 10-01-02 and continues to 2007.

Paul Humes distributed a handout from Bruce Jenny detailing the 3 objectives and accomplishments of this project.  They are having problems finding units willing to cross Jerseys and Holsteins for a part of their project.  Don Wagner recommended contacting David Jones at Oklahoma State, who is not now part of the project but may want to participate in this portion. Thirteen states participate, including leading dairy geneticists and dairy states.  This new multistate project should be continued.

SRIEG-72 - Enhancing Reproductive Efficiency in Cattle    
Administrative Advisor – Nancy Cox (KY)

SRAC-2 Monitor – Paul Humes (LA)

CSREES Representative - D. Hamernik

Activity was approved for renewal effective 10-01-02 and met 02/02/03 in Mobile.  They would like to develop a new project to bring in Extension (SERA?).  Paul Humes made a motion, seconded by Glen Hembry that we encourage formation of a development committee to look at this becoming a multistate research project.  Motion carried.

SRIEG-75 - Supplementation Strategies for Cattle Fed Low-Quality Forages

Administrative Advisor - W. F. Brown (FL)

SRAC-2 Monitor - Glen Hembry (FL)

CSREES Representative – TBA

This group met at the southern section meeting in Mobile and is considering writing a multistate project.  Need to look for common measurements.  Glen Hembry made a motion, seconded by Paul Humes, to continue SRIEG-75.  Motion carried.  Scheduled to terminate in 2005.

SERA-IEG 15 - Competitiveness and Sustainability of the Southern Dairy Industry

ES - Terry Kiser (MS)

EX - Jon Ort (NC)/J. Auburn/B. Eastwood

SRAC-2 Monitor – Steve Nickerson (VA)

This group did not formally meet in 2002 but is meeting with the Southern Dairy Conference in Atlanta.  It is scheduled to terminate this year, with Dr. Gauthier (LSU) organizing a replacement.  There is a desire to continue, especially among agricultural economists, but may need a stronger research component.  Dr. Kiser (MSU) will attend their meeting at the Southern Diary Conference in Atlanta and encourage them to make a decision on renewal/replacement.  

Other Projects:

S-291 - Systems for Controlling Air Pollution Emissions and Indoor Environments of Poultry, Swine and Dairy

Administrative Advisor - Jerry Cherry

CSREES Representative - R. O. Hegg
No SRAC-2 monitor assigned.

