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November 19, 2008
MEMORANDUM

TO:

Cheryl Oros

Deputy Administrator

Accountability and Planning

1315 Waterfront

Washington, DC 20250

FROM 
Ralph Cavalieri, Director



Administrative Advisor to W-6

SUBJECT
Retention of project number W-6

The primary mission of W-6 “Plant Genetic Resource Conservation and Utilization” is the acquisition, maintenance, evaluation, characterization, documentation and ultimately the distribution of valuable plant germplasm to researchers worldwide.  For the past 50 years the close association and collaboration with the USDA Agricultural Research Service Plant Introduction system and the Land Grant Universities in the Western Region have provided for successful agricultural research and development with valuable new crop cultivars through the utilization of the plant germplasm maintained by the W-6 project.  Thus, stakeholders of the products of the project have a strong association with the current project number.  Retention of the project number will allow for continuity of documentation of varieties and releases.  In addition, the Western Association of Agricultural Experiment Station Directors also supports W-6 through an off-the-top assessment.  This further substantiates the importance of the project.

This project meets the requirements for the retention of the project number as adopted by the Western Association of Agricultural Experiment Station Directors and the other regional associations.

I request that you authorize the retention of W-6 as the project number for this project.  The updated title will be “Plant Genetic Resource Management, Preservation, Characterization and Utilization.”
Thank you for your consideration.

cc: 
M. Harrington


J. Hu
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